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INFORMATION ABOUT THE PROGRAM CHOICE

How Your Program Choice Affects Your Studies at Juntendo University

When applying to Juntendo University's Study Abroad program, students must select one of
the following academic tracks:

e Liberal Arts
e Japan Studies

Both options belong to the Faculty of International Liberal Arts (FILA), are fully taught in
English, and both allow students to take a wide range of FILA courses.

However, each program has a different academic emphasis.
Below is a simple explanation to help students choose the best fit.

1. Liberal Arts Program
Overview

The Liberal Arts track is the most flexible option. It is designed for students from all fields who
want a broad, interdisciplinary academic experience in Tokyo.

Focus Areas
Students typically take courses in:
e  Business & Economics
e Global Issues
e  Ethics & Philosophy
e  Cultural Studies
e Communication
e History of Technology & Science
e  Politics & Society
e  General Liberal Arts subjects

Who is it ideal for?
The Liberal Arts program is recommended for students who:
e want broad flexibility in choosing courses
e aim to match courses with their home university requirements
e prefer a more international, multi-disciplinary curriculum
e donotwant a Japan-specific focus

How it affects your studies
e (Course selection is wide and diverse
e FEasier alignment with a Learning Agreement
e (Contentis not limited to Japan-related topics
e |deal for Business, International Relations, Communication, Social Sciences,
Tech-related electives, etc.
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2. Japan Studies Program
Overview

The Japan Studies track provides a more focused academic experience with an emphasis on
Japanese culture, society, and history.

Focus Areas
Students in Japan Studies typically take courses in:

e Japanese history & heritage

e Society, identity, and contemporary issues
Japanese business, economy, and entrepreneurship
Religion & philosophy in Japan
Intercultural communication
Japanese language (optional)

Who is it ideal for?
The Japan Studies program is recommended for students who:
e want to develop a deep understanding of Japan
e areinterested in culture, history, politics, and society
e want an academic experience closely tied to their time in Tokyo
e plan careers or further studies involving East Asia

How it affects your studies
e  Courses will be more Japan-focused
e Stronger cultural immersion
e Good for majors in Asian Studies, Sociology, International Relations, Anthropology,
Language & Culture, etc.
e Stillincludes courses from general Liberal Arts, but with a structured Japan emphasis

Important Notes for Students

1. Your program choice does not restrict you heavily
Regardless of your track, you will have access to most FILA courses offered in English.

2. The decision mainly defines your academic focus
e Liberal Arts: broad, international, flexible curriculum
e Japan Studies: Japan-centered, culture-oriented curriculum

3. Your program choice is needed for administrative and visa processing
Juntendo University requires this selection to:
e issue your official acceptance,
e register you correctly within FILA,
e and begin the COE (Certificate of Eligibility) procedure for your student visa.

4. You can still choose courses across the FILA catalog
Course registration happens later, and both groups share many classes.
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