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COURSE SYLLABUS

Asian Economies

Foreign Exchange Students

Lecturer: WANG Shifen
Email: shifenwang@staff.shu.edu.cn
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1. Subject
Asian Economies

2. Classes (40 class hours per week over a 10 week term)

3. Course Content
This is an introductory course East and Southeast Asian economies. The economic growth in East
Asian and Southeast Asian region since 1960s greatly changed the economic map of the world.
This course introduces students to the fundamentals of East Asian economic development by
studying the East Asian Development Model, the problem of the model and the role of
technology transfer in the course of East Asian economic development. Topics covered will also
include the cases of Japan, Indonesia and China. Students will be encouraged to think about how
the East Asian region grew from an agricultural area into a newly-developed area, and whether
the growth can be sustained.

4. Objectives

The principal objective of this course is to get students to:

Grasp the basic knowledge of the economic growth and economic transformation of East Asia,
including the similar policies adopted by the governments in the region, the sustainability of the
form of development, the cases of the development of Japan, Indonesia and China, and the
importance of technology transfer in the course of development in the region.

Students are expected to search and read the materials related to lectures. The course assessments
include one essay (about 2,500 words) on one of the topics related to what the lectures cover.
Unless specifically permitted, students should not collude in performing these assignments.
Answers to these assignments should be comprehensive and written in proper English.

5. Compulsory Textbook
None.

6. Assessment
Your result will be based upon:

Attendance ..................……………................................... 10%
Group presentation ..……………………………………… 40%
Final essay ……...........................…................................... 50%

Students are asked to form groups of 4 or 5 persons to prepare presentations. Each
group should choose an industry of one of the countries in the region as the topic of
presentation to introduce the background, the development and the future of the industry.
The group presentations will be done in Weeks 6 and 7. The duration of each
presentation is half an hour.
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In order to pass the course, students must pass (achieve a mark of more than 60%) in
the total of points of assessment.

7. Assignments
Each student is asked to write an essay on an industry in one country in the region,
which is due by the end of the 10th lecture. The essay is about 2,500 words long, and
should contain an executive summary, a main body, conclusions and a list of references.

8. Subject Outline

Week Financial Accounting
Concept/Subject Pre-work

1

1. Introduction
(1) what countries are included in the
region.
(2) how the course are arranged.

Surf and read the relevant materials in the official websites of the
countries in the region.

2 2. East Asian Miracle and the
Model of Growth

Surf and read the relevant materials in the websites of the countries in
the region.

3 3. Causes and Features of East
Asian Growth

Surf and read the relevant materials in the websites of the countries in
the region.

4

4. Limits to East Asian Growth
Model
(1) Financial Crisis of the region.
(2) Is China Crowding out Other
Countries?

Surf and read the relevant materials in the websites of the countries in
the region.

5 5. Long-term Growth Prospects Surf and read the relevant materials in the websites of the countries in
the region.

6 6. Presentations
7 7. Presentations

8 8. Introduction to Japan Surf and read the relevant materials in the websites concerning
Japanese economy and R & D.

9 9. Introduction to Indonesia Surf and read the relevant materials in the websites of the economic
growth and social development of Indonesia.

10 10. Introduction to China Surf and read the relevant materials in the websites of China’s reform
and open-door policy.
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