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SMARTER STUDY ABROAD

One of the great advantages of studying at Swinburne University of Technology
Sarawak Campus is that all courses are taught in English. As Swinburne Sarawak is
an international branch campus of Swinburne University of Technology, Australia, it
follows the same academic standards, curriculum structure, and assessment
methods as its home campus in Melbourne.

The lecturers are highly qualified, with many having studied or worked abroad. This
ensures that teaching methods and expectations align with international academic
practices, making it easier for exchange students to adapt.

You should carefully prepare your study plan before arrival. The courses listed in
your Swinburne Application Form are sent for faculty approval, and final enroliment
is confirmed during orientation week. While every effort is made to secure your
preferred courses, availability may vary from semester to semester. If a course is
unavailable, you can easily replace it with another relevant subject from the same
faculty, subject to approval.




Changes in course offerings are normal and should not cause concern—academic
advisors at Swinburne Sarawak are flexible and experienced in helping students
adjust their schedules. To simplify the approval process, it is usually best to choose
courses from one faculty, as inter-faculty enrollment can require additional
signatures and approvals.

Detailed course descriptions and study guides are available on the Swinburne
Sarawak website. Class timetables and finalized course details will be shared during
the orientation program and in the first week of lectures. It's strongly
recommended to discuss your course selections with your home university
coordinator before departure to ensure your credits can be transferred smoothly.

Students at Swinburne Sarawak have consistently praised the variety and quality of
courses, especially in areas like engineering, business, design, computing, and
science. Teaching may differ slightly from your home university, with a strong focus
on applied learning, group projects, and industry relevance, giving you valuable
real-world skills.

CLASS SCHEDULES AND ATTENDANCE

At Swinburne Sarawak, attendance is a key part of academic success. Students are
expected to attend at least 80% of their classes to remain in good standing.
Attendance and participation are monitored closely, and punctuality is important—
frequent lateness is recorded as absence.

If you must miss a class for a valid reason, inform your lecturer in advance and
arrange to catch up on any missed work. Class timetables are typically spread
across the week, allowing ample free time for independent study and exploration
of Kuching.

Some faculties organize field trips, industrial visits, or community engagement
projects, offering students hands-on learning experiences and insight into local
industries and Bornean culture. These activities may involve a small participation
fee.



INTERNATIONALIZATION AND STUDENT COMMUNITY

Swinburne Sarawak hosts a vibrant and diverse international student community,
with students from Malaysia, Australia, China, Indonesia, the Middle East, Europe,
and beyond. The campus is deeply committed to internationalization and
multicultural learning, promoting collaboration between local and global students.

Your level of interaction with different cultures depends largely on your own
initiative. You are encouraged to get involved in campus life, join clubs and
societies, and engage with both local and international peers. This cross-cultural
experience is one of the most rewarding aspects of studying abroad.

Kuching's friendly atmosphere makes it easy to form meaningful connections with
locals. The people of Sarawak are known for their warm hospitality and cultural
openness, and English is widely spoken. The smaller size of the international
student population also allows for greater immersion in local culture, giving you a
truly authentic Malaysian Bornean experience.

TIPS FROM FORMER ASIA EXCHANGE STUDENTS

1. Be Independent and Responsible

Living abroad offers a chance to become more self-reliant. Learn basic life skills
such as budgeting, cooking, and doing laundry. Be proactive in managing your
studies and daily life—you'll find it both empowering and rewarding.

2. Don't Miss Orientation Week

Orientation week is the best time to meet other new students, get familiar with the
campus, and build friendships. You'll also learn about academic expectations,
student services, and cultural life in Kuching.

3. Learn Some Local Language

Although classes are in English, learning a few phrases in Bahasa Malaysia or the
local Sarawak Malay dialect can go a long way. It helps you connect with locals and
navigate daily interactions more easily.



4. Say Yes to New Experiences

Studying in Borneo is a unique adventure—embrace it! Participate in field trips,
cultural events, and excursions to explore Sarawak’s rainforests, beaches, and rich
cultural heritage. Swinburne also organizes student engagement activities and
volunteering programs that let you make a positive local impact.

5. Prepare Well Before You Leave
Before travelling, ensure your student visa, health insurance, and accommodation are
in order. Budget wisely and bring appropriate clothing for Kuching's warm and humid
climate. The university's Student Services team offers excellent support for
international students upon arrival.

FINAL THOUGHTS

Studying at Swinburne University of Technology Sarawak Campus provides a high-
quality Australian education in one of the most beautiful and culturally rich regions of
Southeast Asia. With its affordable living costs, safe environment, and international
learning community, Kuching is an ideal destination for students seeking both
academic growth and cultural discovery.
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The world has an interesting way of giving great experiences
to the ones who are passnonate about their dreams
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