BEYOND Z= ASIA
ABROAD % EXCHANG

A KEYSTONE COMPANY A KEYSTONE COMPANY

GUIDE

CCOMMODATION

Find Your Perfect Study Abroad Home

= gsiaexcha_q‘ge_.org \ . beyondabroad.org



LIVING ARRANGEMENTS

Students are often pleasantly surprised by how affordable the cost of living is in
Sarawak. In Kuching, you can enjoy a comfortable lifestyle at a low cost compared
to many Western countries or even Peninsular Malaysia. With a monthly budget of
around MYR 2,000-2,500, you can cover accommodation, food, transportation, and
daily expenses while maintaining a good quality of life.

The city is known for its safety, friendliness, and relaxed pace of life, making it ideal
for international students. Kuching also offers a mix of modern conveniences and
Bornean charm, with plenty of restaurants, shopping malls, cafes, and green
spaces.

ACCOMMODATION OPTIONS

Swinburne Sarawak provides both on-campus and off-campus accommodation
options for international students.

On-Campus Accommodation

Swinburne Sarawak’s Student Village is the most convenient option. Located within
walking distance of the main campus, the Student Village offers fully furnished
rooms with air conditioning, Wi-Fi, and 24-hour security. Facilities include:

* Shared kitchens and lounges
* Study areas and laundry rooms
+ Cafeteria and convenience stores nearby




Rental rates vary depending on room type (single or twin-sharing), but generally
range between MYR 500 and MYR 900 per month. Staying on campus allows you to
immerse yourself in university life, meet students from all over the world, and
easily access university facilities.

For booking information or inquiries, students can contact the Swinburne Sarawak
Accommodation Office prior to arrival.

Off-Campus Accommodation

Many students choose to live off-campus in nearby residential areas. Kuching has a
variety of apartments, condominiums, and shared houses available within a 5-15
minute drive from the university.

Popular residential areas among Swinburne students include:
* Tabuan Jaya - a well-established suburb with many shops, cafes, and gyms.
« BDC and Jalan Song areas - close to the campus and filled with student-friendly

apartments and eateries.

- Stutong - a quieter residential area that's still close to the city center.

« Samarahan - slightly farther from campus but offers larger housing at lower
rental rates.

Rental prices typically range from MYR 600 to MYR 1,200 per month, depending on
type and location. If you prefer to arrange accommodation upon arrival, it's
common to stay a few nights at a hotel or guesthouse while visiting different
options. Booking platforms such as Agoda, Booking.com, and Airbnb offer
numerous short-term stays in the city.

Short-Term Accommodation (First Few Nights)

If you plan to find housing after arrival, consider staying temporarily in one of these
well-rated and affordable options near the university:

* The LimeTree Hotel - modern hotel in the city center, 10 minutes from campus.

« Memoire Hornbill Hotel - comfortable mid-range option close to Jalan Song.

* The Marian Boutique Lodging House - charming stay near Kuching Waterfront.

* Imperial Riverbank Hotel - budget-friendly with scenic river views.

These options provide convenience, comfort, and easy access to transport and
amenities.



Finding Accommodation

In Sarawak, housing arrangements are often finalized in person, so it's recommended
to arrive a few days before the semester starts. You can:

* Visit nearby residential areas and contact property agents.

* Look for listings on iBilik.my, PropertyGuru, or Mudah.my.

« Ask for recommendations from current Swinburne students or join Swinburne
Sarawak’s international student Facebook or WhatsApp groups.

When renting, always ensure that a written tenancy agreement is signed and that you
understand what's included in the rent (e.g., electricity, water, internet). A 2-3 month
security deposit is standard practice in Malaysia.

Utilities and Internet

Electricity, water, and internet may or may not be included in rent, depending on the
landlord. Air conditioning is often the biggest contributor to electricity costs, so use it
efficiently—keep it around 22-24°C and turn it off when leaving the room.

Internet service in Kuching is generally reliable, with providers like Maxis, Celcom, Digi,
and U Mobile offering short-term and prepaid plans suitable for students.

Lifestyle and Safety

Kuching is regarded as one of the safest and cleanest cities in Malaysia. The people are
friendly, English is widely spoken, and local transportation options such as Grab make
getting around easy and affordable. Grocery stores, cafes, gyms, and clinics are all
within easy reach of the university.

Cultural norms in Sarawak emphasize respect and friendliness. Dress modestly,
especially when visiting local villages or places of worship. The tropical climate is warm
and humid year-round, so lightweight clothing and an umbrella are essential.
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Summary for Finding Accommodation in Kuching

1. Arrive in Kuching a few days before the semester begins.

2. Stay temporarily at a nearby hotel or guesthouse.

3. Explore housing options near campus (Tabuan Jaya, Jalan Song, BDC, or Stutong).
4. Ask for recommendations from other international students.

5. Sign a written lease and clarify all terms before moving in.

With its low living costs, friendly community, and safe environment, Kuching offers an
excellent student experience for those studying at Swinburne University of Technology
Sarawak Campus.



https://www.eastlakeresidence.com.my/

BEYOND ?. ASIA B info@asiaexchange.org
ABROAD Z EXCHANGE

AKEYSTONE COMPANY A KEYSTONE COMPANY @ asiaexcha nge.org

YOURWAY
ROAD

The world has an interesting way of giving great experiences
to the ones who are passnonate about their dreams
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