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LIVING ARRANGEMENTS

One of the most important matters when preparing for a semester abroad is
finding suitable accommodation. Sometimes it can be frustrating, but all students
have managed to find accommodation to suit their needs. Although the students
are responsible for making their own accommodation arrangements, AE provides
information about different options.

1 On-campus accommodation

Options include single rooms ($200/month) and shared rooms ($120/month), both
requiring refundable deposits of 200 USD and 120 USD. For the shared room option, it
comes with a shared washroom, shared kitchen, a pantry and reading spaces. On-
campus accommodation is fully furnished; students just need to provide or buy their
own bed sheets and other necessities.

2 OFF-CAMPUS ACCOMMODATION

The Pro Vice-Chancellor Research and International Office will assist you in finding
private accommodation facilities during your stay at SLIT. Private housing facilities are
available to both male and female students within easy reach of SLIIT Malabe Campus.



https://www.eastlakeresidence.com.my/
https://www.eastlakeresidence.com.my/

General Information and Tips for Living in Colombo, Sri Lanka
Other tips from a local:
1 Prepare for the climate:

Heat and Humidity: Colombo, like much of Sri Lanka, is hot and humid year-round.
Temperatures can reach 37°C (98.6°F) with high humidity.

Clothing: Wear natural fabrics like linen and cotton, opt for loose-fitting clothing,
and consider hats and sandals for comfort.

Hydration: Stay hydrated and consider consuming coconut water, which is readily
available and a refreshing way to cool down.

2 Embrace local markets and shopping:

Local Products: Don't hesitate to purchase locally produced goods at supermarkets,
as they tend to be more affordable than imported items.

Fresh Produce: Visit local markets or small roadside stalls for fresh fruits,
vegetables, and cooking ingredients, which are usually cheaper than imported
options.

Consider local brands: Explore local brands for products like cosmetics, as they may
be more affordable and readily available than imported brands.

3 Be mindful of local customs:

Cultural Sensitivity: Be aware of Sri Lankan cultural practices, such as avoiding
public displays of affection, and being respectful of religious icons and statues.
Modesty: Dress modestly by covering your shoulders and knees when visiting
religious sites or when you feel it's appropriate and be mindful of local customs.
Footwear: Remove your shoes before entering temples and some private homes.

4 Prioritize safety and security:

Neighborhood Awareness: Research neighborhoods before renting or purchasing
accommodation, as safety and crime rates can vary significantly, even within the
same city.

Personal Safety: Be aware of your surroundings, especially in crowded areas, and
take precautions to protect yourself from theft.



5 Enjoy the vibrant social scene:

Restaurants and Cafes: Colombo boasts a wide variety of restaurants and cafes,
offering a diverse culinary experience.

Nightlife and Entertainment: The city offers a lively nightlife scene, with bars, clubs, and
various entertainment options.

Cultural Events: Explore the city's theatre and art scene, as Colombo has a rich cultural
heritage.

In Asian cultures, it is common to do business face-to-face. For example, taking care of
accommodation arrangements in advance by email may be difficult off campus.
However, this is not something worth worrying about. You can easily confirm the
housing, the details of the lease and the final price after arriving in Colombo.
Remember to make a written agreement about the amount of rent and what it
includes. It's also a good idea to check the apartment before moving in and write a list
of possible faults. This list can then be added to your lease as an appendix.

Remember to check the safety of the area and the comfort of the neighborhood in
general.

Don't forget that it's easiest to sign the lease during office hours, although some
exceptions have been made. You can contact private property owners or real estate
agents beforehand by email, but it may take a while to receive an answer, and the
prices will most likely be higher than when doing business face-to-face. If it's possible
to sign the lease monthly, it is worth looking into. Please consider that if you sign a
lease for the full length of your stay but wish to change accommodation earlier for
some reason, it will be difficult to get your security deposit back.

While you're checking out your future accommodation, or at the latest when signing
your lease, remember to find out what the policy is for incomplete months (for
example, if you want to move out before the end of the month).

There may be daily or weekly rates, or you may be able to make special arrangements
with your landlord. However, sometimes paying for a full month can be cheaper than
paying for two weeks daily.




The apartments and rooms may be differently equipped even at the same location. Not
all the locations offer basic household amenities, e.g. cutlery and cookware. You can
ask for them at reception, but in most cases, you must buy them at your own expense.
However, the prices for such products are very affordable in Colombo.

Electricity, water and the Internet might need to be paid for separately monthly.
Extensive use of air conditioners increases your electricity bill so pay attention to its
use from the very beginning. Using AC moderately can substantially reduce your
electricity bill. For ecological and economic reasons, AC should be turned off when the
apartment is empty and possibly also during the nights.

To avoid catching a cold, don't turn the air conditioning on too high, 25 - 28 degrees
Celsius is a suitable temperature at night. Little hassling is a normal part of finding your
accommodation. This is mainly due to cultural differences and different ways of doing
business. A good sense of humor, a little patience and some effort to understand a
different culture will help sort things out.

Breaking a lease is difficult all around the world, also in Colombo. Students should
consider the apartment they sign up for very carefully as well as the breaking of one's
lease (in extreme situations), which can be a frustrating and expensive process.
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The world has an interesting way of giving great experiences
to the ones who are passnonate about their dreams
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