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STUDY DESTINATION

SRILANKA

1. ARRIVAL IN SRI LANKA

We recommend traveling to Sri Lanka at least a few days before the start of the
study program, if possible. This will give you a chance to get to know the
surroundings before the beginning of your studies. However, we don't recommend
you arrive in Colombo too early with the student visa. The student visa is meant for
studying purposes only. More information on visas is available in this document, on
our web page and at the Sri Lanka embassy in your country.

We recommend staying first in a backpacker hotel, where the staff speaks English,
and you can get information of the city and the culture. It is recommended to visit
the campus before the start of the semester.

After you've booked your flights, please let us know the date when you will arrive in
Sri Lanka.




1.1. Registering with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

We recommend that all students register their trip at their home country’s
embassy or Ministry for Foreign Affairs before the start of the study abroad
program. Once you have a local cell phone subscription, you can inform your
local embassy of your Sri Lankan’s phone number, too. Most countries offer
citizens the possibility of registering online.

The registration includes giving out personal data, contact information for the
duration of your trip, and information about your stay abroad. The information is
used in cases of emergencies.

All independent travelers are advised to register their trips.

Host university - Sri Lanka Institute of Information Technology
(SLIT)

We recommend that all students register their trip at their home country's
embassy or Ministry for Foreign Affairs before the start of the study abroad
program. Once you have a local cell phone subscription, you can give the number
to your local embassy. Most countries offer citizens the possibility of registering
online.

Registration includes giving out your personal data, contact information for the
duration of your trip and information about your stay abroad to the ministry in
case of emergencies or crises.

All independent travelers are advised to register their trips.




2. HOST UNIVERSITY - SRI LANKA INSTITUTE OF
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SLIIT)

The Sri Lanka Institute of Information Technology-SLIIT-, based in Colombo Sri
Lanka, was founded in 1999 and is approved by the Ministry of Education &
University Grants Commission (UGC), standing as a symbol of excellence in private
tertiary education. SLIT has officially placed in the Top 750 of the Asian higher
education institutions in the QS Asia University rankings 2023 and is one of the few
Sri Lankan universities included.

It is the first Sri Lankan institute accredited by the Institution of Engineering and
Technology, UK. The Institution of Engineers Sri Lanka (IESL) recognizes the Civil
and Mechanical Engineering Degree programs offered at SLIIT.

SLIT is recognized as Sri Lanka's largest and one of the most prestigious non-state
degree-awarding Institutes, offering world-class education in information
technology, engineering, business, and other disciplines. Over the past two
decades, SLIT has been rooted in its commitment to supporting educational
excellence, creating an environment for students to gain vital skills thus
contributing towards shaping the national economy. With state-of-the-art facilities
and a strong focus on practical learning, SLIIT prepares students for global careers
through innovative teaching methods and industry partnerships.




Located in the vibrant city of Colombo, students can experience both academic
excellence and the rich cultural heritage of Sri Lanka, making SLIT an ideal
destination for international students seeking a dynamic and immersive learning
environment.

Sri Lanka Institute of Information Technology (SLIIT) offers an exceptional study
abroad experience at one of South Asia’'s leading educational institutions. The
international program offers a diverse and comprehensive curriculum designed to
equip students with the skills and knowledge needed for a successful global
career.

3. WORKING IN SRI LANKA

Foreigners can work in Sri Lanka, but they need to obtain a Residence Visa. This
visa is granted by the Department of Immigration and Emigration and is required
to legally work in the country. To get a Residence Visa, foreigners typically need an
employment offer from a Sri Lankan employer and may need to demonstrate the
necessity of hiring a foreign national.

4. CONTACTS

SLIIT Global Education provides support to exchange students for academic
issues, assistance and information. The person that is responsible will be the
program coordinator, SLIIT Global Education, Sir. Kenneth Fleming.

5. MONEY

You will need cash in Sri Lanka for many of your daily expenses. You should
exchange a small amount of Sri Lankan Rupee (LKR) already in your home
country, e.g. for the taxi at the airport. While some larger businesses and tourist
areas may accept credit or debit cards, cash is still the preferred and often
necessary payment method for smaller stores, local restaurants, transportation,
and other everyday purchases.

If you take your own currency with you and exchange it in one of the local banks,
please remember to bring your passport with you. Compare exchange rates and
be careful when exchanging currencies.



5.1. Cash withdrawing money, and credit cards

e We recommend taking at least one credit card and/or a VISA Electron with you.
Sometimes ATM cards are lost or stolen so it is recommended to keep a
second card in a separate area in case this happens. Don’t wait until you're all
out of cash to withdraw more money because sometimes you may face
technical difficulties when using the ATM.

e ATMs are everywhere, including the airport and near the campus. You must
pay a commission for every withdrawal, so we advise you to withdraw the
maximum amount at once. TMs typically have limits, often between 25,000 and
200,000 LKR per transaction, but this can vary.

e Non-resident individuals can open various types of bank accounts in Sri Lanka,
including Non-Resident Rupee Accounts (NRRAs) and Personal Foreign
Currency Accounts (PFCAs). NRRA allows for transactions in Sri Lankan Rupees
while residing overseas. PFCAs allow for holding foreign currency. Additionally,
non-resident individuals can open Foreign Individual (FI) accounts with the
Central Depository Systems (CDS) to invest in the Colombo Stock Exchange
(CSE), according to cds.lk.

5.2. Bargaining

Like all over Asia, bargaining is a common practice in Sri Lanka, particularly in
markets and when negotiating prices with vendors, drivers, and other service
providers. While fixed prices are becoming more common in larger stores,
haggling remains part of the cultural experience and is often expected. Collective
bargaining, a form of negotiation between employers and employees, is also
practiced, especially for non-executive roles. We recommend you start
communicating in Sinhala as soon as possible. Already a few words show respect
for the locals and their culture. People will give you better service and lower prices
for sure. Bargaining can be a pleasant experience for you and for the seller.




Getting Sri Lankan SIM card

Once you arrive in Colombo, you should get a local prepaid phone subscription as
soon as

possible (Note! Airport prices are expensive and not recommended). There are
retail outlets and authorized dealers throughout the country. For international
students in Sri Lanka, obtaining a local SIM card is the most economical way to
make phone calls and stay connected. Using a local SIM or eSIM is significantly
cheaper than relying on international roaming plans. Consider using services like
Skype, Viber, or other VolP apps for both international and domestic calls.

The three most popular local SIM card brands in Sri Lanka are Dialog Axiata,
Mobitel, and Hutch. Dialog is the largest and most popular, followed by Mobitel,
and then Hutch. Airtel is also a significant player, particularly in urban areas, but
Dialog and Mobitel generally have the most extensive coverage. You can easily find
SIM cards at Bandaranaike International Airport, Dialog retail outlets, partner
stores, authorized dealers, and popular retail chains like Singer, Softlogic, and
Keells. You can also consider purchasing a SIM card at local supermarkets or
convenience stores. However, registering a new number must be done in an
official phone provider office. The process itself is fast and straightforward: a
passport, an unlocked phone, and a little cash. After changing to the local SIM, be
careful not to lose your original SIM.

Different call and data packages are readily available, the prices and registration
processes

vary a little and you should consider a few different possibilities based on your
individual needs. Dialog Axiata offers a variety of data packages, including mobile
broadband plans and add-on packages, for both prepaid and postpaid customers.
These packages provide different amounts of data with varying validity periods
and can be activated through MyDialog App, SMS, or by dialing #678#.

Mobile packages are affordable and below are some examples:

Prepaid Data Plans:

1.5 GB: Rs 159 16 GB: Rs 1,145
2.5 GB: Rs 265 25 GB: Rs.
4 GB: Rs 385 40 GB: Rs.
6 GB: Rs 515 60 GB: Rs.

12 GB: Rs 915 125 GB: Rs.



Postpaid Plans (POWERPLAN):

POWERPLAN 700: Rs 700/month, unlimited voice, 1000 Dialog/Airtel SMS, 5GB data
POWERPLAN 900: Rs 900/month, unlimited voice, 1000 Dialog/Airtel SMS, 10GB
data

POWERPLAN 1300: Rs 1300/month, unlimited voice, 1000 Dialog/AnyNet SMS,
20GB data

POWERPLAN 2100: Rs 2100/month, unlimited voice, 1000 Dialog/AnyNet SMS

Calling from your Sri Lankan number to Home

Ask your Sri Lanka phone operator or surf online to find the most affordable
oversees plans, so you can call your friends and from Sri Lanka. There are various
international discount codes which are dialed before the actual phone number.
However, please remember that the discount codes are usually not valid when
sending text messages.

Calling from your home country to your Sri Lankan number

Surf online to find the most affordable ways of calling to Sri Lanka, so your friends
and family can call you in Sri Lanka. For example, from Finland it is possible to call
to a Sri Lankans number between 16.2 and 90 cents per minute. For instance,
Viber Out lists a rate of 16.2 cents per minute, while SLT (Sri Lanka Telecom) has a
premium rate of 90 cents per minute. To get the most accurate information, it's
recommended to check your phone service provider's website or contact their
customer service for the most up-to-date pricing for calls to Sri Lanka.

Sri Lankans Emergency telephone numbers:

Visitors to the country as well as the locals can reach for help in case of a health
emergency or in any danger though following numbers. The emergency access
numbers could be contacted through all the telephone and mobile operations in
the country while many mobile services offer emergency calls despite low signals
and low credit. However, most of the emergency services are restricted to town
centers and suburbs while police stations and hospitals offer emergency care in
rural areas.




o Police Emergency Hotline: 118 /119

o Ambulance / Fire & rescue: 110

o Accident Service-General Hospital-Colombo: 011-2691111
o Tourist Police: 011-2421052

o Police Emergency: 011-2433333

o Government Information Center: 1919

o Report Crimes: 011-2691500

o Emergency Police Mobile Squad: 011-5717171

o Fire & Ambulance Service: 011-2422222

7. TRANSPORTATION IN SRI LANKA

In Sri Lanka, public buses have traditionally been the primary mode of
transportation for most people. However, the emergence of private transportation
services like Uber and PickMe has significantly enhanced convenience and
accessibility for commuters. SLIIT, recognizing the importance of transportation for
its students, offers shuttle services along various nearby routes, further facilitating
ease of travel to and from the campus. Furthermore, an added advantage is the
Kothalawala entrance to the Southern Expressway being just 1.5km away from
SLIT premises.

5.2. Making your way home from the airport

To get home from Bandaranaike International Airport (KTM) in Sri Lanka, you have
several options. You can take a private taxi, a bus, or a train to Colombo, and then
make your way from Colombo to your destination. The easiest way to get to your
accommodation after a long flight is to take a taxi.

You can find airport taxis in the arrival hall. A pre-booked private transfer can also
be a convenient option, especially if you're traveling with luggage or prefer a
hassle-free experience.

Buses are a budget-friendly option and are widely available in Sri Lanka. You can
take a bus from the airport to Colombo and then another bus to your destination.
We recommend taking some Sri Lankan Rupee (LKR) with you from your home
country for the first purchases, such as for the taxi journey from the airport to
your first accommodation place.
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The world has an interesting way of giving great experiences
to the ones who are passnonate about their dreams
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