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LIVING ARRANGEMENTS

In the application form you indicated whether you'd like to stay in the Huan-Shan
dorm or search for off-campus accommodation. You have also made a choice
between a double or quadruple room for the Huan-Shan dorm. Please note that
the availability of dorm rooms is subject to change, and you can find the latest
information on our Asia Exchange cannot guarantee accommodation
on behalf of the university. In case there are no rooms available in the dormitory,
students will be responsible for arranging their own accommodation. Shih Chien
University confirms the dormitory room situation still closer to the start of the
semester. Since there are a limited amount of rooms, the room type you had
chosen in the application form may not be changed afterwards. In case you want to
change your room type, inform us at least one month before the start of the
semester. We cannot promise however that the late room requests will be
accepted.

The Huan-Shan dormitory is located approximately 10 to 15 minutes away from
the campus by bus. Nearby you can find numerous restaurants, 24/7 convenience
stores and a Youbike station.

Huan-Shan Dorm
Address: No. 46, Section 1, Huanshan Road, Neihu District, Taipei City, Taiwan 114
Address in Chinese: 114 G4t P#E— BIRLUEE 46 5%



https://asiaexchange.org/information/accommodation/taipei/

You can choose between a double room or a quadruple room. The rent for the
double room is 35,000 NTD per semester and for the quadruple room 27,000 NTD
per semester. You must pay a room deposit (500NTD, 6/2018) when you arrive at
the dorm. Usually, the rent for the whole stay also needs to be paid upon arrival.
You can ask whether it's possible to pay e.g. only one month at a time if you're
planning to search for an off-campus accommodation for the rest of the semester.
You can pay in cash (recommended) or with card (VISA, UnionPay, Mastercard). A
separate commission fee may apply when paying by card.

Dormitory rooms, both double and quadruple, are equipped with single beds, a
desk, a chair, a closet, an air conditioner, Wi-Fi, and fixed internet. Electricity is
included in the rent, but students pay extra for the use of the air conditioner.
Double rooms have their own bathroom and shower, quadruple rooms have
shared toilets and showers. Students are required to bring their own bed linens
and mattresses. The laundry facilities (10 NTD per machine use), television,
refrigerator and a water dispenser are shared with other residents. Students can
move into the dorms on the earliest official registration day, which is approximately
3 days before the semester starts, and need to move out on the last official day of
the semester unless announced otherwise.

Off-campus accommodation

Usually, most students choose to live in the dormitories offered by the university,
but many also choose to find an apartment off-campus. Taipei has numerous
English language websites providing short term accommodation for people coming
to Taipei. Most foreign students in Taipei prefer to stay in the Da’'an area, more
specifically the areas of Shida and Gongguan. Located close to three large
universities, you can find plenty of affordable restaurants, shops, and bars in these
areas. Another highlight is the Shida Night Market, great for shopping and eating!
Do note that it takes about 40 minutes to an hour to reach the campus from Da’an.

SOME OPTIONS AND OTHER TIPS:

Rental Websites Facebook groups (some examples):
Rental Taiwan

SOME OPTIONS AND OTHER TIPS:

e Sharing a flat with multiple exchange students is a popular option.
e Check/ask where the nearest MRT station is, as the MRT in Taipei works very
well, especially if you don't need to change the line.


https://tealit.com/index.php?view=categoryforlist&sid=31
https://myroomabroad.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/taipei.taiwan.apartment.rentals/about/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/taipei.taiwan.apartment.rentals/about/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Taiwanapartmentsandroommates/about/

e Prices increase the closer you are to an MRT station, so an apartment right next to
one may not be the best idea. However, living in a fairly close proximity to one
certainly is.

e Youbikes are a great, convenient and cheap way to get around Taipei, check if you
your apartment is close to a Youbike station. A Youbike rental can be easily paid
with an Easycard.

e Most apartments in Taipei do not have a communal trash bin. Instead, a garbage
truck comes around at a set time every week to collect residents’ garbage. Ask your
landlord when the time is for your apartment.

Accommodation tips

In Asian cultures, it is common to do business face-to-face. In Taipei though, most
landlords will be willing to deal with you via email or phone. However, some landlords
might insist on doing business face to face, though this is not something worth
worrying about. You can easily confirm the housing, the details of the lease and the
final price after arriving in Taipei.

Remember to make a written agreement about the amount of rent and what it
includes. It's also a good idea to check the apartment before moving in and write a list
of possible faults. This list can then be added to your lease as an appendix. Remember
to check the comfort of the neighborhood in general.

If it's possible to sign the lease on a monthly basis, it is worth looking into. Please take
into account that if you sign a lease for the full length of your stay, but wish to change
accommodation earlier for some reason, it will be difficult to get your security deposit
back.

While you're checking out your future accommodation, or at the latest when signing
your lease, remember to find out what the policy is for incomplete months (for
example, if you want to move out before the end of a month).

The apartments and rooms may be differently equipped even at the same location. Not
all the locations offer basic household amenities, e.g. cutlery and cookware. You can
ask for them at the reception, but in most cases you must buy them at your own
expense. However, the prices for such products are very affordable in Taipei.

Electricity, water, and Internet might need to be paid for separately on a monthly basis.
Extensive use of air conditioner increases your electricity bill so pay attention to its use
from the very beginning. Using the AC moderately can substantially reduce your
electricity bill. For ecological and economic reasons, the AC should be turned off when
the apartment is empty and possibly also during the nights. To avoid catching a cold,
don't set the air conditioning to be too cold, 25 - 28 degrees Celsius is a suitable
temperature at night.



A little hassle is a normal part of finding your accommodation. This is mainly due to
cultural differences and different ways of doing business. A good sense of humor, a
little patience and some effort to understand a different culture will help sort things
out.

Breaking a lease is difficult all around the world, also in Taipei. Students should
consider the apartment they sign up for very carefully as well as the breaking of
one's lease (in extreme situations), which can be a frustrating and expensive
process.

General Information and Tips for Living in Taipei

We recommend you get to know Taipei and Taiwan beforehand. On top of the
material, we've sent you, please familiarize yourself with information online and get
hold of a good guidebook (e.g. Lonely Planet or Rough Guide). You can also check
out our blog for experiences and information on Taiwan.

A FEW THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND, AND TO NOT GET TOO DISTRESSED
ABOUT:

e In Taipei young people generally speak a bit of English. However relatively few
older people speak English, and it can be hard to ask for directions on the street
without knowing any Chinese. Get a map or use an app on your phone.

e When traveling outside of the major cities many people cannot speak English at
all. However, translation apps and friendliness go a long way towards
understanding one other.

e Cultural differences can sometimes lead to small misunderstanding when the
use of a direct 'no’ is avoided.

e Stinky tofu is a popular, yet aptly named food. Don't be surprised by the
stench that you may sometimes come across on the street. Stinky tofu tastes
much better than it smells, so be sure to try some.

e Chinese food is not necessarily exactly like the food at your local Chinese
restaurants - and this is usually a very good thing. Instead of individual
portions, all dishes are usually meant to be shared. By learning how to use
chopsticks and taste everything on the table, you will both learn how to not
scuff down your food and show your taste buds a good time.

e Taiwanese people are generally very friendly and open to foreigners, don’t
hesitate to ask for help if needed.


https://asiaexchange.org/blogs/category/taiwan/
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