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STUDENT'S
CHECKLIST



Familiarize yourself with your target country and university. 

– Host universities and programs 
– Overview of available study subjects 
Read about former students’ experiences here: Student Stories. 

Ask your university if they will accept your semester abroad

– See “What is a Free Mover?” in our FAQ.

Check if the courses of the program you chose can be included in

your degree. Make a study plan and present it to your home

university. Use the course descriptions available on our website

and the information on Transferring foreign study credits for

reference. 

Ask your home university if other documents are required. 

Finally, apply online easy and hassle free – See how to apply. 
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https://asiaexchange.org/study-destinations/
https://asiaexchange.org/study-destinations/
https://asiaexchange.org/studying-in-asia/fields-of-study/
https://asiaexchange.org/blogs/category/student-stories/
https://asiaexchange.org/information/faq/
https://asiaexchange.org/information/credit-conversion/
https://asiaexchange.org/studying-in-asia/how-to-apply/
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Book your flights about 2 months before the semester starts. We

recommend you arrive at the destination 1 week before the

semester starts. 

Join our destination-specific Facebook or WhatsApp group. The link

will be sent to you by email after the application period has ended. 

Look for accommodation in your destination and check if your

host university offers accommodation possibilities. We

recommend students to stay at a hotel or a hostel for the first

week (if you don’t want/can stay in a university dorm) and look for

long-term accommodation after you have arrived at the

destination together with potential flat mates.  

Make sure you have a valid passport for your time abroad. You can

check your program on our website on how long it needs to be

valid under “required documents”. 

Get an insurance for your stay abroad – you must present proof of

your travel insurance at the start of the semester! – See our
recommended travel insurance providers. 
If you plan to drive a motor vehicle in your destination, find out if

an international driver’s license is needed. 

Familiarize yourself with the visa requirements. 
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https://asiaexchange.org/information/travel-insurance/
https://asiaexchange.org/information/travel-insurance/
https://asiaexchange.org/information/visas-and-passports/
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Get all needed vaccinations. 

If you require regular medication, make sure you have enough

medicine with you to last for the duration of your stay or find

out if the medicine in question is available at your destination. 

Get your study plan (Learning Agreement) approved by your

home university. 

Get a credit card (for German students, DKB-Cash is a great
choice).

Note: We recommend using online banking and having a Visa

Electron card, which is one of the most affordable ways of

withdrawing money from your bank account while abroad. You

might also want to consider granting a friend or a relative

power of attorney, so they can take care of your finances back

home if needed. 

Submit a notice of migration to local authorities and postal

service and redirecting your mail. 

Please register with your home country’s embassy so that they

know you are abroad. 

Apply for a visa. 

BEFORE DEPARTURE

https://asiaexchange.org/information/health-safety/
https://produkte.dkb.de/?bm=4&referer=28268.netzeffekt_fq21897_ADT4&pid=21897&affiliate=ntz&nfxsid=585790c32a5941482133699
https://produkte.dkb.de/?bm=4&referer=28268.netzeffekt_fq21897_ADT4&pid=21897&affiliate=ntz&nfxsid=585790c32a5941482133699
https://asiaexchange.org/information/visas-and-passports/
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BE ACTIVE 
Your study abroad semester should be an unforgettable life experience.

The most important thing is to be enthusiastic and active so that you will

have a chance to see and experience as much as possible. Get to know

people, learn the basics of the local language, and take your studies

seriously. A few months is not a very long time to take in and learn so

many new things, so every day is valuable. Take an active part in

everything you do from in-class participation to finding accommodation. 

EXPERIENCE A NEW CULTURE 
It might seem challenging to make friends outside the circle of exchange

students, but you will only gain a genuine insight into the country you are

studying in if you go beyond your comfort zone. The easiest way to meet

new people is by taking up a hobby. Keep your eyes and ears open, and

something good will come your way. Making an effort from the beginning

on pays off. Moreover, if you stay curious about the environment, the

people, their habits, and the culture around you, you will learn a lot by

just observing. But don't be shy to ask questions and get involved! 

Experiencing culture shock is a normal part of staying abroad for a more

extended period, especially if the destination's culture is very different

from yours. You can read our tips to prevent or deal with a culture shock

here. 
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https://asiaexchange.org/blogs/8-tips-prevent-deal-culture-shock/
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GET INVOLVED 
Your studies abroad will be a significant asset for students competing for

jobs after graduating. That's why you should make the most of your

studies abroad, academically and personally. You can for example, find

local students and make local friends who can help you learn the

language and teach you about foreign customs. If you understand why

things are done a certain way, it will be easier not to feel frustrated when

you face cultural differences and if things seem difficult to take care of.

Do as the Romans do! University staff and local students at your study

abroad location are very hospitable and appreciate you visiting their

country. Please show your appreciation for their support. Remember

that you represent your home country, and you should carry out this task

with pride. If you need help making practical arrangements (e.g., due to

the language barrier) at the start of your exchange program, contact the

host university's exchange coordinator, Asia Exchange, or the exchange

coordinator at your home university. 

Moreover, you can become an Asia Exchange ambassador to get even

more involved, boost your CV and get rewarded for your efforts! 
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GET A NEW HOBBY 
Your destination offers many free-time activities for culture, sports, and

entertainment. Of course, you can continue your hobbies from home at

your study-abroad destination, but it is also a great chance to try

something new! You can find information about what to do and where to

go from Asia Exchange, online research, or from university staff, fellow

students, locals, and tourist guides. Remember that you can always ask

for advice and most people are happy to help! 

 

SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCE WITH OTHERS 
You can use your time abroad to inspire others to take this big life-

changing step by sharing your experience. Or to share your experience

with family and friends. One of social media's most significant

advantages is staying connected with your people at home and sharing

some insights into your life abroad. Why not even do an Instagram

Takeover on our Asia Exchange account? We are happy to share your

blog posts and experience reports on our blog, so don't hesitate to reach

out to us. 
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https://www.instagram.com/asiaexchange/?hl=de
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Fill out our feedback form and help us to improve our services 

Make sure you get your transcript of records 

Write an exchange report for your home institution and for our

blog 

Share your experiences with fellow students and your home

institution 

Recommend our study abroad programs to other students, if you

were happy with your experience 

PREPARING FOR AND MAKING THE MOST
OF YOUR STUDY ABROAD SEMESTER

AFTER
Y O U R  S T U D I E S  A B R O A D
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YOU WILL MOST LIKELY TRAVEL BACK TO YOUR STUDY

ABROAD DESTINATION SOMEDAY. NOTHING IS NICER AND

MORE HEART-WARMING THAN RETURNING TO VISIT FAMILIAR

SURROUNDINGS AND FACES. THE FRIENDSHIPS YOU FORM

DURING YOUR EXCHANGE ARE LIKELY TO LAST A LIFETIME. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION,

VISIT OUR FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ) PAGE 


