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This information is sensitive to changes. 
Kindly double-check the current situation 
beforehand and keep yourself updated.
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CHINA STUDENT VISA
To study abroad in China, you must apply for a 
student visa before the start of the semester. A 
Chinese student visa has two (2) kinds: X1 and X2.

Determine the appropriate visa category for your 
study purpose. For most students, the X1 visa 
is applicable for long-term studies, while the X2 
visa is for short-term studies (less than 180 days).

Here are the key steps and requirements to apply 
for a Student Visa in China:

1.	 Admission: First, you must secure admission to 
a recognized educational institution in China. 
Obtain an acceptance letter or a visa application 
form ( JW201 or JW202) from the institution. 

2.	 Documentation: Gather the necessary 
documents, which typically include: 

	� Valid passport with at least six months of 
validity and blank visa pages. 

	� Completed visa application form with your 
recent photograph. 

	� Admission letter or JW201/JW202 form from 
the Chinese institution. 

	� Proof of financial ability to cover your tuition 
fees and living expenses. 

	� Academic transcripts and educational 
certificates. 

	� Health examination certificate (may vary 
depending on the length of study). 

	� Proof of accommodation in China (such as a 
dormitory reservation).
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Online Application:
Complete the online visa application form through 
your home country’s Chinese embassy or consulate 
website. Upload the required documents and 
submit the application.

	� Payment: Pay the visa application fee, which 
varies depending on your nationality and the 
processing time. 

	� Appointment: Schedule an appointment at 
the Chinese embassy or consulate to submit 
your application and provide biometric data (if 
required). 

	� Interview: Attend an interview at the embassy 
or consulate if requested. Be prepared to 
answer questions about your study plans and 
intentions in China. 

	� Visa Processing: After submitting your 
application, the embassy or consulate will 
review your documents. The processing time 
varies, but it can take several weeks. Track your 
application status using the provided reference 
number. 

	� Visa Collection: Once your visa is approved, 
collect your passport with the visa from the 
embassy or consulate. Check the visa details to 
ensure accuracy. 

	� Travel and Registration: After receiving your 
visa, make travel arrangements to China. Within 
30 days of arrival, register at the local Public 
Security Bureau (PSB) and apply for a residence 
permit if your stay exceeds 180 days.


