
Religious Studies, B.A.  

The Bachelor of Arts program in Religious Studies at St. Francis Colleges provides students the opportunity to 
become experts in the fascina?ng and diverse history of the world’s religions and gain insighBul new perspec?ves 
on local and world events. The program prepares students for graduate studies in various fields, as well as 
professional work in psychology, history, literature, philosophy, art, poli?cal science, interna?onal affairs, law, and 
social sciences. 

Steeped in the Franciscan Tradi?on of kindness, generosity, tolerance, and respect, the Religious Studies program 
at SFC underscores the importance of understanding religions other than our own and learning about their 
diversity and history. 

Underlying the focused, outcomes-driven curriculum is SFC’s robust General Educa?on Program, which is the 
cornerstone of SFC and affirms its mission to graduate educated, well-rounded individuals who enter the workforce 
and work to change and culturally diversify the world. 

CENTERED AROUND STUDENT SUCCESS 

St. Francis College students receive the enhanced Terrier 360 system of wrap-around support from day one to aSer 
gradua?on. Within the robust support, students gain in-depth insight and guidance to academic, internship, and 
career path op?ons via the Center for Student Success, Center for Career Explora?on, and Center for Learning and 
Leadership. 

Addi?onally, numerous academic, cultural, and special interest student clubs and organiza?ons on campus offer 
opportuni?es for peer and professional networking and engagement.  

ADDITIONAL ACADEMIC OPPORTUNITIES 

Qualified students seeking an addi?onal academic challenge can par?cipate in the St. Francis Honors Program, 
where students par?cipate in a series of small, intensive seminars, trips, and other ac?vi?es that lead towards a 
senior thesis. 

The College is also home to 15 na?onal honor socie?es and its own Duns Scotus Honors Society which recognizes 
students for their academic and community achievements. 

OUTCOMES DRIVEN EDUCATION 



Our graduates come from all walks of life, with one thing in common: the desire and drive to serve their 
communi?es. 

CURRICULUM 

B.A. IN RELIGIOUS STUDIES | 121-129 CREDITS 

In keeping with the Catholic and Franciscan heritage of the College, Religious Studies at St. Francis includes both 
descrip?ve study of religious history, literature and prac?ce and construc?ve inquiry into religious ideas and 
meaning through the study of religious thought and ethics with an emphasis on contemporary issues. 

Religious Studies, BA 

Course List 

Code  Title  Hours 

General Educa?on Program  

Wri?ng (WR)         3 

Quan?ta?ve Literacy (QR)        3-4 

Oral Communica?ons (OC)        3 

Fitness/Health (FH)        2-3 

Informa?on, Technology & Media Literacy (ITML)     3 

Religious Studies (RS)        3 

REL-1101 Survey of the World's Religions  

Freshman Seminar (FS)        1 

Humanis?c & Crea?ve Expression (HCE)      6 

Natural & Physical World (NPW)       6-10 

Philosophical, Ethical & Moral Dimensions (PEM)     6 

Environment & Human Experience (SEH)      6 



World Heritage & Global Perspec?ves (WHG)      6 

Religious Studies Major  

Select two foreign language courses in sequence (1)     6 

Select one of the following courses:       3 

REL-1301 Introduc?on to Hebrew Bible  

REL-1302 Introduc?on to the New Testament  

Select two of the following courses:       6 

REL-1201 The Chris?an Tradi?on  

REL-1202 Judaism  

REL-1203 Islam  

REL-1206 Buddhism  

REL-3701 Approaches to the Study of Religion      3 

REL-4991 Thesis Direc?on        1-3 

Select six REL courses        18 

Select six HIS, ICS, PSC, PSY, or SOC courses, any combina?on relevant to student’s concentra?on    
          18 

General elec?ves         18 

Total Hours         121-129 

(1) Student must elect 6 credits or demonstrate the equivalent ability in one language. 

The General Educa?on Program is the academic cornerstone of St. Francis College and affirms its mission to 
graduate educated, well-rounded students to enter and par?cipate in a changing and culturally diverse world. 

As an integrated program of studies, it focuses on developing the skills expected of a liberally educated person. It 
provides students with a broadly-based founda?on outside their areas of specializa?on, an understanding of how 
various disciplines intersect and differ, and assists in cul?va?ng a disposi?on for lifelong learning. 

Ins?tu?onal Learning Outcomes: 

    Demonstrate sensi?vity to crea?ve expression 

    Communicate ideas and informa?on through wrinen, oral, visual and digital media 

    Employ cri?cal and analy?cal skills 



    Value diverse perspec?ves of the human experience 

    Implement informa?on, technology and media literacy 

    Demonstrate quan?ta?ve literacy 

Founda?on Courses- First Year College (18 credits) 

To ensure refinement of basic reasoning and cogni?ve skills needed for successful comple?on of any college degree 
program, the general educa?on program requires 18 credits in founda?onal courses targe?ng student learning 
outcomes (SLOs) in wri?ng; quan?ta?ve reasoning; oral communica?ons; informa?on, technology, and media 
literacy; fitness or health; religious studies; and the Freshman Seminar. Each student is required to successfully 
complete one course in each of the areas of the First Year College. 

Bodies of Knowledge (30 credits) 

A selec?on of 30 credits in broad areas of inquiry, designated as Bodies of Knowledge, allow students the flexibility 
to gain breadth and depth in a field outside of a major. Each student is required to successfully complete two 
different courses in each of the five Bodies of Knowledge. 


