
Philosophy, B.A.   

The Bachelor of Arts degree in Philosophy at St. Francis College provides students with a solid founda=on for 
graduate study in philosophy, as well as careers that developed analy=cal and cri=cal skills such as medicine, law, 
health care, journalism, business, and more. The program teaches students to think, reason, and communicate 
clearly, which are in-demand skills for a range of high paid jobs. 

Promo=ng an understanding of the nature, purpose, and importance of the philosophical enterprise, the 
Philosophy program at SFC invites students to engage in seeking and answering their own philosophical ques=ons. 
The program emphasizes the value of cri=cal thinking as the best way to dis=nguish what is worth doing and what 
is not. 

Underlying the focused, outcomes-driven curriculum is SFC’s robust General Educa=on Program, which is the 
cornerstone of SFC and affirms its mission to graduate educated, well-rounded individuals who enter the workforce 
and work to change and culturally diversify the world. 

CENTERED AROUND STUDENT SUCCESS 

St. Francis College students receive the enhanced Terrier 360 system of wrap-around support from day one to aRer 
gradua=on. Within the robust support, students gain in-depth insight and guidance to academic, internship, and 
career path op=ons via the Center for Student Success, Center for Career Explora=on, and Center for Learning and 
Leadership. 

Addi=onally, numerous academic, cultural, and special interest student clubs and organiza=ons on campus offer 
opportuni=es for peer and professional networking and engagement.  

ADDITIONAL ACADEMIC OPPORTUNITIES 

Qualified students seeking an addi=onal academic challenge can par=cipate in the St. Francis Honors Program, 
where students par=cipate in a series of small, intensive seminars, trips, and other ac=vi=es that lead towards a 
senior thesis. 

The College is also home to 15 na=onal honor socie=es and its own Duns Scotus Honors Society which recognizes 
students for their academic and community achievements. 



 OUTCOMES DRIVEN EDUCATION  

Our graduates come from all walks of life, with one thing in common: the desire and drive to serve their 
communi=es. 

 CURRICULUM 

B.A. IN PHILOSOPHY| 120 CREDITS 

The Philosophy major stresses the history of philosophy and its prac=cal applica=ons. It also respects the diversity 
of students’ interests and goals by allowing them the flexibility to tailor their own program by selec=ng courses 
that interest them and that complement their minor and programs such as those in Psychology, Educa=on, English, 
Women’s and Gender Studies, American Studies or Communica=on Arts.  

Philosophy, BA 

    Overview 

    Requirements 

Course List 

Code  Title  Hours 

General Educa=on Program  

Wri=ng (WR)         3 

Quan=ta=ve Literacy (QR)        3-4 

Oral Communica=ons (OC)        3 

Fitness/Health (FH)        2-3 

Informa=on, Technology & Media Literacy (ITML)     3 

Religious Studies (RS)        3 

Freshman Seminar (FS)        1 

Humanis=c & Crea=ve Expression (HCE)      6 



Natural & Physical World (NPW)       6-10 

Philosophical, Ethical & Moral Dimensions (PEM)     6 

Take a 1000 Level PHI course         1 

  

Take a 2000 Level PHI course         1 

  

Environment & Human Experience (SEH)      6 

World Heritage & Global Perspec=ves (WHG)      6 

Philosophy Major  

Select two foreign language courses in sequence     6 

HIS-1101 Survey of Western Civiliza=on to 1500      3 

HIS-1102 Survey of Western Civiliza=on (since 1500)     3 

Select one addi=onal Mathema=cs course      3 

PHI-2431 Ancient Greek Philosophy       3 

PHI-2441 Early Modern Philosophy       3 

PHI-3318 19th Century Philosophy       3 

Select one of the following courses:       3 

PHI-2403 The Good Life  

PHI-3404 Poli=cal Philosophy  

Select one of the following courses:       3 

PHI-3333 Philosophical Theology  

PHI-3432 Medieval Philosophy  

Select five 2000 or higher level PHI courses      15 

Liberal Arts (2)         6 

General elec=ves         24 

Total Hours         123-129 

(1) 2000-level PHI courses have a PHI 1000-level pre-requisite.  

(2) Students pursuing a Bachelor of Arts degree must complete 2/3 of their degree credits (i.e. minimum 90 
credits) from courses in the Liberal Arts category.  For specific academic subjects, see here. 



Philosophy majors will be given an oral comprehensive examina=on in their last semester before gradua=on. Two 
weeks prior to the examina=on, the student will submit to the department, in wri=ng, a list of all Philosophy 
courses taken at St. Francis College, along with a designa=on of a par=cular area, course, or philosopher that he/
she would like examina=on ques=ons to emphasize. However, students must also expect to be ques=oned on their 
philosophic educa=on as a whole. Full-=me professors, as well as any adjunct professor who wishes, will take part 
in administering this examina=on. 

The General Educa=on Program is the academic cornerstone of St. Francis College and affirms its mission to 
graduate educated, well-rounded students to enter and par=cipate in a changing and culturally diverse world. 

As an integrated program of studies, it focuses on developing the skills expected of a liberally educated person. It 
provides students with a broadly-based founda=on outside their areas of specializa=on, an understanding of how 
various disciplines intersect and differ, and assists in cul=va=ng a disposi=on for lifelong learning. 

Ins=tu=onal Learning Outcomes: 

    Demonstrate sensi=vity to crea=ve expression 

    Communicate ideas and informa=on through wriken, oral, visual and digital media 

    Employ cri=cal and analy=cal skills 

    Value diverse perspec=ves of the human experience 

    Implement informa=on, technology and media literacy 

    Demonstrate quan=ta=ve literacy 

Founda=on Courses- First Year College (18 credits) 

To ensure refinement of basic reasoning and cogni=ve skills needed for successful comple=on of any college degree 
program, the general educa=on program requires 18 credits in founda=onal courses targe=ng student learning 
outcomes (SLOs) in wri=ng; quan=ta=ve reasoning; oral communica=ons; informa=on, technology, and media 
literacy; fitness or health; religious studies; and the Freshman Seminar. Each student is required to successfully 
complete one course in each of the areas of the First Year College. 

Bodies of Knowledge (30 credits) 

A selec=on of 30 credits in broad areas of inquiry, designated as Bodies of Knowledge, allow students the flexibility 
to gain breadth and depth in a field outside of a major. Each student is required to successfully complete two 
different courses in each of the five Bodies of Knowledge. 




