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STUDY ABROAD PROGRAMS   PREFACE 
 
 
DEAR STUDENT HEADING TO SOUTH 

KOREA, 

 

the beginning of your studies at Hankuk 

University of Foreign Studies is 

approaching. I truly want to congratulate 

you on deciding to go on a study abroad 

semester in as exotic and dynamic a 

destination as Seoul, South Korea. 

Besides interesting studies, a semester 

abroad in the metropolis of Seoul offers 

life-long memories. After returning home 

you will see things from a new 

perspective and take the spirit of Korea 

with you into your future life as well. 

 

The importance of Asia and South Korea 

in the world is constantly increasing. 

Having studied abroad there is 

something that will surely benefit you in 

many ways long into the future.  

Knowledge of Asia is truly an asset in the 

competitive work environment of the 

globalized world. 

 

In this Guide we have gathered useful tips 

and information for a smooth start of 

your study abroad experience.  

 

 
 

We hope to hear your feedback as well, both 

during and after the study abroad semester. 

Enjoy your time in Seoul, South Korea! 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 
Harri Suominen Asia Exchange 

Managing Director  Vuorikatu 3 

info@asiaexchange.org 33100 Tampere Finland 

 

 
 
 

“ 
Asia is probably the most 

dynamic continent in the world 

and economically it presents 

endless opportunities. The 

center of gravity is moving 

towards the East. 
 
- Alexander Stubb, former Prime Minister of 

Finland (Blue Wings Magazine) 

mailto:info@asiaexchange.org


 

 

 HOST UNIVERSITY – HANYANG UNIVERSITY 

(ERICA CAMPUS) 
 
 

Hanyang University (HYU) is known for its high-

quality education and research in engineering, business, and 

other fields both at the Undergraduate and Graduate levels. 

Hanyang University is ranked 146th in which it belongs to the 

top 1% of universities in the QS World Rankings in 2020 . 

Apply to study abroad for one or two semesters at the ERICA 

Campus and choose among a large number of courses from 

several different fields. South Korea’s first engineering 

institute, which became Hanyang University’s founding facility 

has become renowned around the world and the engineering 

courses offered by Hanyang University are highly regarded. 

 

The university was established in 1939 as the first engineering 

institute (DongA Engineering Institute) in the country and 

became the founding facility of Hanyang University with its 

motto and educational philosophy of Love in Deed and 

Truth.  

 

HYU ERICA Campus consists of 9 colleges, 45 departments, 

and 17 graduate schools. As of 2019, the HYU ERICA Campus 

had 10, 246 students. The campus is 40 mins away by bus or 

subway to Seoul.  

 

 

HYU has been AACSB accredited. It has the Accreditation Board for Engineering 

Education of Korea for: 

 

• Architectural Engineering 

• Civil Engineering 

• Robot Engineering 

• Transportation and Logistics Engineering  

PLEASE READ THIS GUIDE CAREFULLY! 

▪ The information in this Guide is subject to change without further notice (e.g. the 

visa matters). 

▪ Please check the latest information from official sources. 



 ARRIVAL IN SEOUL  
 
 

Once you arrive at the Incheon International 

Airport, go through the Immigration and 

Customs control. Present your passport and 

other documents (if required) to the 

immigration officers. After the inspection, go 

to the luggage pick up area to collect your 

luggage.  

 

 

 

 

If you are staying somewhere else than on-campus dormitories, or arrive before the dorms open, 

you are responsible for the arrival arrangements. If you’d like to or need to find your way from 

the airport to the campus we recommend you use a taxi since navigating the Seoul public 

transportation system with a lot of luggage can be straining.  

 

 

 

3.1 ARRIVAL DURING THE PANDEMIC  
 

Upon entering South Korea. As of June 8th, 2022, there is no longer a quarantine-upon-arrival 

requirement for vaccinated or non-vaccinated travelers to the Republic of Korea. 

 

However, a negative PCR result is still required upon entering South Korea. It must be issued 

within 72 hours of the departure date. 

 

Source: https://www.joongang.co.kr/article/25077004#home  

 

 

DURING THE FLIGHT 
 
It is important to fill in the Travel Declaration Record such as ie. the quarantine dorm address, 

off-campus address quarantine facility (designated by HYU), or the self-arranged 

accommodation. Information such as mobile number, emergency contact or your acquaintance 

contact, or your Korean mobile number which you can purchase before your arrival and have it 

picked up at the airport when you arrive. 

 
 

https://www.joongang.co.kr/article/25077004#home


 
 

 

 
  

T-MONEY CARD: 

▪ We recommend all students to buy a T-Money Card right from the get-go at Incheon Airport. 

This card can be used in all public transport and even taxis. It makes payment considerably 

easier and provides a KRW 100 discount for every payment. The card costs KRW 4000 (non-

refundable) and can be charged with a preferred sum. The leftover sum can be refunded for 

a service fee of KRW 500 

▪ The card costs KRW 4000 (non-refundable) and can be charged with a preferred sum. 

The leftover sum can be refunded for a service fee of KRW 500 

NAVER MAP: 

▪ One of the first things people usually notice in South Korea is that the trusty old Google Maps 

isn’t quite working. Instead, you will want to use NAVER Map to navigate around.  

 



3.2 ALIEN REGISTRATION CARD AND STUDENT ID 
 

During the orientation day at HYU, all new international students fill out the paperwork for the 

Alien Registration Card.  
 

▪ Bring a copy of your passport and your student visa, 

▪ an extra passport photo 

▪ and 30,000 KRW (about 25 euros) with you to the orientation.  

▪ Send a passport picture of yourself to the International Office at HYU before the 

orientation day;  
 

Your Student ID card will be given to you during orientation if you’ve provided the International 

Office with a picture early enough. 

 

 

 VISA 
 
 

In Europe, one can normally travel abroad quite freely but in Asia, a visa is needed. Korean 

authorities require you to have a passport and a visa for long-term residency and 

studying. The visa you will be applying for is either the D-2-4 visa or the D-2-6 visa. 

 

Please see our website for the application instructions. 

 

We also highly recommend you contact the Korean embassy in your home country for 

extra information since visa regulations change frequently and because Asia Exchange does not 

work directly with government officials. 

 

Check the latest updates about applying for visas, the required documents, as well as the 

opening hours of the embassy, on the embassy’s website or by calling the embassy directly. 

Embassies are open according to the public holidays of the country they represent, as well as 

the holidays of the country where they are located.  

 

Take copies of your passport. It’s also advised to have electronic copies of your passport 

and other important documents on your computer, e-mail, and a USB stick. 

 

According to the latest visa regulations the student visa allows you to stay in Korea for a 

limited time (1-3 weeks) after the semester’s end. This duration can change at any time, so 

play safe! If you exceed this time, you’ll be heavily fined by Korean Immigration. If you want to 

 

https://asiaexchange.org/information/visas-and-passports/south-korea-visa/


stay longer, you can visit Japan, for example, and return to South Korea for the renewed period 

provided that it is possible with the passport you’re holding. 

 

Please note that during the pandemic, the student visas are single entry visas, 

meaning you will need to reapply for a visa if you leave the country. 

 

 

 ACCOMMODATION 
 

 
 

When you arrive at your dormitory you have to check-in. You may visit the Administration office 

of the Student Residence Hall I where you will have to provide your student ID and passport. In 

order to check in to a dormitory on campus, all students must have proof of a negative 

tuberculosis test that they can provide during check-in. During check-in you will also need 

to sign an entry application. Make sure you know your room number and password before 

moving in.  

 

You may check your dormitory guide and dormitory 

regulations guide for more information. 

 

If you are not staying in a dormitory, other good options for 

accommodation are Airbnb or a Goshiwon. Gosiwons are 

dormitory style apartments rented in monthly basis which 

are used mostly by students or workers. In Gosiwon 

everyone has their own room with shared kitchen and 

bathrooms. The rooms are usually quite small and come with 

desk, bed, TV and internet access and in the more expensive 

ones you might have air-conditioning.  Gosiwons for rent can 

be found walking near university areas or by internet, but the 

sites are mostly in Korean. The rooms go from around KRW 

350 000 to KRW 450 000 in a month. There is no mandatory 

contract, so students can live there for a month and leave if 

they wish. See more here. 

  

Please take note that Asia Exchange cannot guarantee campus 

accommodation on behalf of the university but so far all our students who 

have requested a room have been accepted.  



 

In Asian cultures, it is common to do 

business face-to-face. For example, taking 

care of accommodation arrangements in 

advance by email may be difficult if you 

decide to stay off campus. However, this is 

not something worth worrying about. You 

can easily confirm the housing, the details 

of the lease and the final price after arriving 

in Korea. 

 

Remember to make a written 

agreement about the amount of 

rent and what it includes.  

 

It’s also a good idea to check the apartment 

before moving in and write a list of possible 

faults. This list can then be added to your 

lease as an appendix. Remember to check 

the safety of the area and the comfort of 

the neighborhood in general. 

 

Don’t forget that it’s easiest to sign the lease 

during office hours, although some 

exceptions have been made. You can 

contact private property owners or real 

estate agents beforehand by email, but it 

may take a while to receive an answer and 

the prices will most likely be higher than 

when doing business face-to-face. 

 

If it’s possible to sign the lease on a monthly 

basis, it is worth looking into. Please take 

into account that if you sign a lease for the 

full length of your stay but wish to change 

accommodation earlier for some reason, it 

will be difficult to get your security deposit 

back. 

Remember to find out what the policy is for 

incomplete months (for example, if you want 

to move out before the end of a month). 

There may be daily or weekly rates, or you 

may be able to make special arrangements 

with your landlord. However, sometimes 

paying for a full month can be cheaper than 

paying for two weeks on a daily basis. 

 

The apartments and rooms may be 

differently equipped even at the same 

location. Not all the locations offer basic 

household amenities, e.g. cutlery and 

cookware. You can ask for them at the 

reception, but in most cases, you must buy 

them at your own expense. However, the 

prices for such products are very affordable 

in Seoul. 

 

Electricity, water and Internet might need to 

be paid for separately on a monthly basis. 

Extensive use of air conditioner increases 

your electricity bill so pay attention to its use 

from the very beginning. Using AC 

moderately can substantially reduce your 

electricity bill. For ecological and economic 

reasons, AC should be turned off when the 

apartment is empty and possibly also during 

the nights. To avoid catching a cold, don’t 

turn the air conditioning on too high, 25 – 28 

degrees Celsius is a suitable temperature at 

night. 

 

 
  



 COURSES & COURSE REGISTRATION 
 

 
Before coming to Korea, exchange/visiting students will register for courses online. Course 

registration dates will differ upon your major and year. Hanyang University‘s course registration 

system works on "First come, first served" basis as do most other university course regisytration 

processes in Korea. Thus, it is extremely important that you are ready and active when the 

course registration portal opens.  

 

IMPORTANT TO REMEMBER FOR COURSE REGISTRATION: 
 

▪ Couse registration can be very competitive due to limited seats. 

Course registration is strictly based on “first come, first served” basis. Some courses get 

filled up within 1-2 seconds. 

▪ Login in advance  

Be ready with your computer 5~10 minutes before the course registration starts. You can 

login in advance before it starts and click the “register” button once course registration 

begins. Please be aware that if you are inactive for an hour after log-in, you will be 

automatically logged-out. 

 

▪ No Dual Log-In  

If somebody logs in with your student number on a different computer, the computer with 

the prior connection will be automatically disconnected from the system. This is to block 

anyone reserving multiple seats.  

 

▪ Check Your Browser  

System works with Internet Explorer 8.0 (Windows XP), Internet Explorer 8.0~11.0 

(Windows Vista/ Windows 7), Chrome (Windows), Safari (Mac/Windows) and Firefox 

(Windows). 

 

▪ Traffic Control System  

In case there are too many students logging in at the same time and the student count 

exceeds the capacity of the system, clicking a registration button will create a pop-up 

message showing the “Real-time number of students on the wait-list and expected waiting 

time”. 

 

▪ You can register for courses from other colleges/departments/majors, but not on 

the registration date of respective year(grade), but on the registration date of all 

years(grades). 

 



▪ Even if you fail to register courses on designated dates per year(grade), you still 

have chances to register on the registration date for all years(grades) and after the 

semester begins. Thus, even if you failed to register courses during designated dates, 

please do not worry. 

 

▪ Registration for Korean Language Courses taught in Institute of International Studies (IIE) 

will be done separately as informed in the previous email. 

 

▪ Please avoid sending HYU emails to ask for help in registering for courses before semester 

begins. We can only reply that you need to try again during Final Course Registration 

period. We will do our best to help you register courses after you arrive at Hanyang, so do 

not worry. 

 

▪ We advise you not to register courses that are not on the course list, because they are not 

open for exchange students. Especially, courses from the following 

college/department/major are not opened for other college/department/major: College of 

Pharmacy, Department of Applied Music from the College of Sports and Arts, Department 

of Dance and Performing Arts from the College of Sports and Arts. 

 

▪ After the semester begins, you can change (add/drop) your course selection during the 

Final Course Registration Period. After this period, students cannot add or drop courses 

except in cases where your courses were cancelled due to lack of registered students. 

 

▪ If the time of two courses you want to take overlaps, but you insist to take the two courses, 

consult with professors when the semester starts. Please note that coordinating course 

schedules is not under the authority of the Office of International Affairs or Asia Exchange. 

 

6.1 COURSES 
 
For course lists, course descriptions and course registration guidelines, please take a look 

here: https://portal.hanyang.ac.kr/sugang/sulg.do 

 

You can also follow the instructions on how to search for a Course description and Syllabi on 

Hanyang University Registration website: How to find courses. 

 

6.2 COURSE CLASSIFICATION 
 
Please refer to the table below for course classification. Please note that you are not required 

to only choose courses fitting your field of study and your year(grade). 

 

https://portal.hanyang.ac.kr/sugang/sulg.do
https://asiaexchange.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/HYU-ERICA-How-to-find-courses.pdf


 
 

6.3 YEAR (GRADE) CHANGE REQUEST  
After reviewing the course list, please send HYU an email by January 28(Thu) 23:59 Korean 

Standard Time if you wish to change your year(grade) at Hanyang. Year(grade) change request 

should be made within the deadline and do note that It is impossible to change your 

year(grade) after the official course registration starts.  

 

6.4 CREDITS AND STUDY LOAD  
Hanyang 1 credit consists of 15 contact hours. Usually, students at Hanyang takes 15~18 

credits per semester and students can get maximum 20 credits. The minimum credits you are 

required to take is 10 and the maximum is 20. Thus, we recommend exchange/visiting 

students take less than 5 courses. And do note that you should take at least one regular 

course to maintain your visa status if you take the Intensive Korean course worth 13 credits. If 

you are taking the Survival Korean course, you still should take at least 3 courses to cover most 

credits. 

 

6.5 EVALUATION AND GRADE  
Although the evaluation method may differ based on professor’s policy, attendance is always 

an essential part of the evaluation process. Hanyang does not have re-sit examinations so the 

final grade cannot be changed. Students can take only one Pass/Failed course in one semester 

and most courses will be in letter grade. 

 

  



 THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND WHEN IN KOREA 
 

 
A FEW THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND, AND TO NOT GET TOO DISTRESSED ABOUT: 
 

▪ Relatively few people speak English and 

it is hard to ask for directions on the 

street without speaking any Korean. 

Get a map. 

▪ Cultural differences can sometimes 

lead to small misunderstandings when 

the use of a direct ‘no’ is avoided. Avoid 

awkward situations by reformulating 

yes-or-no questions e.g. by asking 

“How can I get to HYU” instead of “Is this 

the right way to HYU”. The locals will feel 

obligated to answer positively. Pick up 

the small signals and social cues when 

someone replies with yes, as there 

might be a “no-can-do” hidden between 

the lines. 

▪ Do not embarrass your Korean 

acquaintance in public! In Asian 

cultures, shame is public instead of 

private, and shameful situations can 

result in “losing one’s face” which is 

avoided at all costs. 

 

▪ Generally, touching is not encouraged, 

especially in the public. Don’t proceed 

to pat your Korean acquaintance on 

the back or hug them unless you’re 

sure they’re fine with it. 

▪ Instead of individual portions, all 

dishes are usually meant to be 

shared. By learning how to use 

chopsticks and taste everything on the 

table, you will both learn how to not 

scuff down your food and show your 

taste buds a good time. 

▪ There might be more security 

controls than you are used to in your 

home country, this doesn’t mean 

Korea is especially dangerous but that 

it tackles crime with preventive 

measures. 

▪ Don’t take all the guides too seriously 

and go meet the local people without 

fear of doing something wrong! 

Humbleness, respect, and a sense of 

humor will bring you further than any 

guide on Earth.  

 

 

  



 CONTACTS 
 
 
To meet the growing needs of international students, HYU has established The Office of 

International Affairs (OIA) to provide programs that foster interactions between international 

students and Korean domestic students, in facilitating international exchange students.  

 

YOUR PRIMARY CONTACT AT HYU:  
 

Ms. Yoorhi Choi (☎4912) 

Office of International Affairs at ERICA Campus 

Visiting Student Program 

 
 

 MONEY, PHONE CALLS, AND SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 
 
As a guideline, you will need between KRW 10,000,000 and KRW 12,000,000 per year (12 months) 

to pay for accommodation, food, transport, books, clothing, health services, entertainment, etc. 

but this can vary according to individual circumstances. A room in a shared 

house/accommodation, not including food, can cost between KRW 350,000 and KRW 450,000 

per month. 

 

9.1 CASH, WITHDRAWING MONEY, AND CREDIT CARDS 
Paying by credit card is usually only possible in bigger shops and department stores, so 

you should always have cash in hand as well. There is a bank that operates foreign exchanges 

on campus but you should also exchange some money at home before leaving for Korea to be 

able to cover the first expenses. 

 

9.2 BARGAINING  
Although bargaining in Korea is not as prevalent as it used to be and perhaps less common 

nowadays than in South-East Asia, for example, the habit is not completely gone. Bargaining 

might not be effective when the price is already low (e.g. 10,000 KRW for a t-shirt), but it’s worth 

going for a lower price when purchasing multiple items or something more expensive. Don’t 

take bargaining too seriously. You will get the best price with a sense of humor and a few 

words of Korean, as well as by knowing the prices (for example, in thousands: 1000 – 100,000). 

 



We recommend you start communicating in Korean as soon as possible. Already a few words 

show respect towards the locals and their culture. People will give you better service and lower 

prices for sure. Bargaining can be a pleasant experience for you and also for the seller. 

 

9.3 PHONE CALLS AND SUBSCRIPTIONS  
 

If you want to use a cell phone in Korea, you should plan on spending at least KRW 50,000 for 

that.  

 

Kakaotalk 

is a useful messaging 

app for your phone in 

Korea. Approximately 

93% of Koreans use it 

and instead of asking 

for your phone number, most of your new 

Korean friends will ask for your Kakaotalk Id. 

You can use it to send messages, make group 

chats, and have video calls. 

 

Internet 
If you already own a 

laptop, you will probably 

find it convenient to bring 

it, but if not, you can use 

one of the computer labs 

on campus.  

There are many available 

on campus and of 

course, they are free and 

all are equipped with high-speed broadband 

service. As an exchange student, you will get a 

HUFS ID card which will give you access to all 

the computer facilities on campus. 

 

 

9.4 EMERGENCY NUMBERS 
 

  

› Fire, Emergency and Ambulance Tel: 119 

› Police Tel: 112 

› Medical Emergency (aimed at foreigners in Seoul) Tel: 1339 

› Tourism and Translation Service Tel: 1330 

› Coast Guard Tel: 122 

› International Emergency Rescue Tel: 02 790 7561 



 INSURANCE 
 
 
Most travel insurances are only valid up to three months at a time so you should consult 

your insurance company about longer stays abroad. Normally, you pay a little extra for 

prolonging the insurance.  

 

Most of the time, you will pay the treatment yourself and charge it from your insurance company 

afterward. Also, check the cancellation policy from the airline you’re flying in case of falling 

ill. Once again, check AE website for more information. 

 

ASIA EXCHANGE RECOMMENDS TWO TRAVEL INSURANCE PROVIDERS:  
STAY Travel Insurance of HanseMerkur and Worldnomads.  

 

HanseMerkur is one of the biggest 

insurance companies in Germany. Their 

products are not limited to Germans, 

however, but can be booked by everyone 

everywhere at an equal price. Their 

insurances are suitable for all types of 

shorter and longer stays abroad, whether 

studying, interning, working or traveling. All 

kinds of extreme sports are covered as well. 

The insurance is flexible and can be always 

extended from abroad in case you decide to 

stay longer. The health insurance of 

HanseMerkur is the most affordable 

insurance of its kind and only 

available via Asia Exchange. Find all terms and 

conditions as well as fees and benefits on our 

website. There you will also find information 

on other products such as flight cancellation 

and luggage insurances. 

 

Worldnomads is a qualified global travel 

insurance provider, with coverage for extreme 

sports and other adventurous activities. You 

can get an insurance from Worldnomads even 

if you are already travelling. Click here to learn 

more 

 
 

  

http://www.asiaexchange.org/information/travel-insurance/travel-health-insurance/
http://www.asiaexchange.org/information/travel-insurance/travel-health-insurance/
http://www.worldnomads.com/index.aspx?affiliate=4s14ex&subid=&utm_source=4s14ex&utm_medium=textlink&utm_campaign=easy_url&_wat_id=48d65dd3c80044f2bc1e5b99aea3793f_1


 HEALTHCARE IN KOREA 
 
 
For those students who will be staying in the on-campus dormitory, a tuberculosis test is 

required. Student can take a the tuberculosis test in their home country or later in Korea. In 

Korea, students can take it at the nearest health care center or from the TB test bus that the 

dormitory arranges. 

 

 
 

11.1 A. INSURANCE 
International students are required to hold insurance that fully covers the medical expenses 

throughout their stay in Korea. Students who do not have insurance can contact and coordinate 

with the international office in Hanyang University and they can avail themselves via the Korean 

insurance company that is being introduced for the international students. Regardless of the 

insurance type, the insurance must be able to cover possible medical expenses, injuries, etc.  

 

11.2 B. VACCINATIONS 
Make sure that your vaccinations are up-to-date before leaving your home country. In addition 

to the basic vaccinations (MMR and diphtheria-tetanus), travelers are often advised to get 

vaccinated against Hepatitis A and B. Other vaccinations are optional and depend on the final 

destination, the length of the stay, and other possible travel destinations. 

 



Vaccination matters always depend on the individual, so remember to consult your physician 

about the essential ones and ask also about other health issues that might be on your mind. It 

may be hard to find straightforward instructions on vaccination issues. Inform your doctor of 

your upcoming travels and if you plan to spend an extensive amount of time in the countryside 

because it might have an effect on which vaccinations are needed. 

 

 
 

 

 WHAT IT IS LIKE LIVING AND STUDYING IN 

SEOUL AND ANSAN? 
 
Seoul, South Korea has a long list of what it has to offer. And this is the list of things why we 

thought this is the perfect choice for your study.  

 
1. International students are wanted 

and welcome. Besides South Korea being 

a beautiful country to visit it is also student 

friendly. It has a very low crime rate 

especially in terms of tourists or foreigners 

in general. Transportation is very accessible. 

There are also a lot of international 

students, thus this will enable you to create 

meaningful international connections and 

networks in addition to meeting locals. 

 

2. High Education and value for money. 

South Korea is well known for its high-  

quality education. South Koreans are very 

committed and motivated in their studies. 

Not only do international students in South 

Korea gain access to top educational 

opportunities, but they also benefit from 

exceptional employment and career 

development, and support while attending 

the country’s colleges and universities. Our 

partner university has put a lot of effort into 

setting up blended classes (online and 

offline) during the pandemic. 

 



3. Experience a rich culture. South Korea 

is a remarkable and unique mix of 

traditional culture and cutting-edge 

technology. Koreans are also festival-lovers, 

proud of their culinary  culture with 

different variety of dishes and flavors and 

many Korean companies are renown 

around the world. In addition, some of the 

world’s best pop artists and E-sports players 

come from Korea. 

4. Environment is convenient and safe. 

Korea is favorable for students because it 

provides convenience in a lively country. 

7/24 open cafes and convenience store as 

well as easy-to-use public transport are 

highly appreciated by locals and foreigners 

alike.  

 

 
 

12.1 LIVING IN ANSAN 
 
Ansan was developed as the first planned city in the Republic of Korea (also known as South 

Korea), modeled after Canberra, Australia. Shortly after, it was promoted to a city status in 1986. 

Ansan is South Korea’s largest entrepreneurial city, hosting more than 10,000 small and 

medium-sized companies. The Ansan Science Valley, much like America’s ‘Silicon Valley’, plays a 

leading role for the companies in the era of the fourth industrial revolution. 

 
Ansan is known to be a largely a commuter and industrial city and has fewer attractions for a 

tourist, but the east side of the city is becoming prettier with parks, fountains, and some street 

activity, particularly near the very nice canals with their walkways. From spring on the walkways 

are filled with flowers, particularly cherry blossoms in April. 

 

The most active or picturesque areas tend to be by the canals which weave through the city, as 

well as near Ansan Station, near the east-side shopping/cafe/nightlife area west of the bus 

terminal and north of Jugang Station, and also the streets east of Hanyang University. 

 
 

12.2 ACTIVITIES TO DO AROUND ANSAN? 
 

▪ Due to Ansan's location along the sea and the surrounding islands, there are a number 

of companies that offer test flights in light and ultra-light airplanes for an hour or so, 

including views of most of the nearby islands. These usually cost somewhere around 

80,000 won depending on the duration of the flight. 

▪ Bike paths exist throughout, making it more bicycle friendly than the average city. Bicycles 

are free for daily hire from Gojan and Jungang stations. There is a dedicated cycle road 

with picnic benches beyond the Lake Park that run alongside the river and terminates at 

Ansan Waterfowl park. 



▪ Ansan has several large parks. 'Hosu' (Lake Park) is within walking distance from Jungang 

staton (15 minutes) and has several festivals during the middle of the year. Another park 

is situated beyond Ansan Wa Stadium, approximately 20 minutes walking distance from 

Gojan station and features Ansan Art Museum and a lake with a walking path that is lit by 

night. 

▪ Across the street from Gojan station is Ansan Wa Stadium, a 36,000 capacity stadium 

that sometimes hosts concerts and up until 2011 hosted the National League football 

team Ansan Hallelujah FC. 

 
 

12.3 PLACES TO EAT IN ANSAN 
 

There are many foreign restaurants in Ansan including Indian, Indonesian, Pakistani and others 

mostly situated near Ansan station. 

▪ Kantipur formerly "Namaste." This restaurant is found across the street from 

Ansan Station, in Asia Town. Once across the street, walk 3 blocks further, directly away 

from the station, and look to your right. It is on the second floor, above a shoe shop 

and cell phone store. A variety of Indian and Nepalese dishes are served. The curries 

start at 7,000 won and 4 samosas make up an order. 

▪ Lotteria - Korean fast food restaurant located at the station 

a. Mongol Sikdang- A Mongolian restaurant 

b. Numerous Pizza Places 

▪ The Jungang Station area features many traditional Korean restaurants as well as 

many familiar chains such as Mr. Pizza, Viking, VIPS, Kraze Burger, Papa Johns, Krispe 

Kreme, Baskin Robbins, Coldstone, etc. 

 

The streets east of Hanyang University's ERICA campus are also full of budget eateries for 

students, including Korean, Chinese, Japanese, Italian, Vietnamese, and a Mexican-ish restaurant. 

 

  



 TIPS FROM ASIA EXCHANGE STUDENTS  
 

 

HERE ARE 5 TIPS FROM FORMER EXCHANGE STUDENTS: 
 

1. Learn how to do things independently and be responsible.  

Maybe you were used to having everything done for you. Now is the best time to start learning 

how to do laundry, cooking, or doing the dishes otherwise you will have a rough time learning 

this once you are away. A lot of things that may come your way while studying abroad, but it is 

also important to behave responsibly. Try not to get in any situation that might get you in trouble. 

 

 

2. Don’t miss a chance to make new friends.  

Try not to skip the orientation week as this is the best time to meet other new students and build 

friendships. Join a few clubs and find the international student network and get to know other 

students. This will help you socialize and have a good network of friends while studying abroad.  

 

3. Learn the language.  

Since you will be living and moving to a country where you don’t speak the first language, it would 

be a great opportunity to learn the local language. This will help you interact with local students 

and make lectures and seminars even easier to understand. Learning a new language is an 

advantage to be more impressive to your future employers.  

 

4. Say yes and try something new.  

Studying abroad is a unique opportunity to discover different cultures and experience a new 

destination. There may be language barriers, differences in teaching styles that might be a 

challenge to settle in. The trick is to say yes, and throw yourself into it! Take part in everything 

the school has to offer, but also whenever you can experience the new city, field trips, or 

excursions.  

 

5. Do it! 

Your time abroad is a rewarding experience familiarize yourself with the city and the university. 

Get organized before leaving and it is important to consider having yourself cover with health 

insurance, budget planning, accommodation arrangements, weather, and airport pick-up.  

Immerse yourself in a lot of new experiences by saying yes to many new things as you can, you’ll 

take home a different set of skills you have not imagined.  

 

If you want to learn more about studying in Seoul in times of the COVID-19 pandemic: 

How is it to be an exchange student in Seoul during COVID--19? (asiaexchange.org) 

  

https://asiaexchange.org/blogs/how-is-it-to-be-an-exchange-student-in-seoul-during-covid-19/


 CONCLUSION 

 

Even though Taipei is known for shopping, 

amazing food, and night markets, this 

study abroad experience is not a pure 

holiday. All kinds of hassle and little 

misfortunes are part of the experience of 

being an exchange student. You have to 

also remember the requirements set by 

the school. 

 

You will have a lot of time for other activities 

after the lectures and during long weekends. 

Chinese language skills will be helpful 

for you right away. In other classes you 

will learn to understand Asia, different 

cultures and the economy better. This will 

make your study abroad experience even 

more enjoyable and productive. 

 

Living in Taiwan and in Asia is generally 

different from a Western lifestyle. Please do 

understand this.  

 

 

Remember: ”when in Rome, do as the 

Romans do” and your attitude will help you 

through the biggest culture shock.  

 

Difficulties in organizing the littlest things 

might feel stressful from time to time. More 

than likely, though, what you’ll remember is 

the amazing overall experience of the study 

abroad semester that some people say to 

be the best time of their life. We are 

grateful to be able to make it possible for you. 

 

To get further help for your preparations, 

take a look at the study abroad student’s 

checklist on our website or feel free to 

write to us at info@asiaexchange.org! 

 

Wishing you enjoyable exchange 

experiences, 

 

Asia Exchange Team 
 

 

https://www.asiaexchange.org/information/students-checklist/
https://www.asiaexchange.org/information/students-checklist/


 ANNEX: ASIA EXCHANGE – STUDY ABROAD 

ORGANIZATION 

 

 
 

Asia Exchange (AE) offers opportunities for 

participating in academic study abroad semesters 

at internationally accredited Asian universities. 

AE’s focus is in supporting student mobility, 

increasing general knowledge on Asia and 

alleviating the administrative work for home and 

host universities as well as the students. 

 

STUDY ABROAD IN ASIA 

The bilateral agreements and other 

networks between partner universities in 

different countries are the backbone of 

student mobility. And yet, services that 

complement this exchange are needed all 

over the world.  

Asia Exchange offers students the 

opportunity to study abroad in carefully 

selected Asian universities. Our mission is to 

encourage students to go global through a 

channel that best suits their individual 

needs. 

 

Asia Exchange 

Study Abroad Provider 

 
EMPHASIS ON ASIA AND 

INTERNATIONALIZATION  

The growing importance of Asia in our 

global world is a fact. Study abroad 

semesters in regions that are only going to 

grow in importance in the future are 

investments both in the students’ and their 

respective home countries’ futures. Asian 

universities are putting more and more 

emphasis in study programs taught in 

English to both enrich their curricula and 

better accommodate the international 

students and integrate them with their own 

students. 

 

“Asia is probably the most dynamic continent in the 

world, and economically it presents endless 

opportunities. The centre of gravity is moving 

towards the East.” 

Alexander Stubb, 

Former Prime Minister of Finland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A message from the Managing Director 
 

DEAR STUDENT CONSIDERING ASIA,  

Besides interesting studies and beautiful environment, a semester abroad in Asia offers life-long memories. After 

returning to your own country you will see things differently and take the spirit of Asia with you further to your life. Asia’s 

importance in the world is constantly increasing. The overall experience of the study abroad semester will definitely be 

beneficial for you also in the future. Knowledge on Asia is a priceless asset in the competitive work environment of the 

globalized world.  

Enjoy your time at home and live in the moment when you are abroad! 

Sincerely, 

 
 

HARRI SUOMINEN 

Managing Director, 

Asia Exchange   
 

 



OPPORTUNITIES AWAIT IN ASIA  

Asia is an inviting environment for 

experiencing different cultures and gives 

students the chance to learn about the 

world’s fastest growing economies. Studying 

in Asia is likely to be an enlightening 

experience, the world outside the lecture 

halls also playing its part in building an 

understanding of different cultures. Asia 

offers a multitude of employment 

opportunities. Having studied or interned 

there can give one an edge when entering 

the workforce; whether it is in Asia or 

somewhere else. 

The tuition fees in Asia are reasonable. Even 

still, the home universities play a key role in 

supporting every student interested in going 

abroad and helping the student find a host 

university that suits their individual needs. 

Students gaining experience of destinations 

which will continue to have a culturally, 

politically and economically significant role 

in the future is mutually beneficial for all 

parties.  

 

THE CHALLENGES IN STUDENT MOBILITY 

Despite the increased internationalisation of 

students, not everyone is able to find a 

suitable study abroad destination through 

their own university; and sometimes they 

 

Harri Suominen 
Managing Director and 

co-founder of Asia Exchange 

 

“All the greatest experiences in 

my life are linked to Asia. That’s 

why I also encourage other people to grab onto their 

life-changing opportunities. Seek your passions, follow 

your dreams and believe in yourself. Be active, work 

hard and remember to enjoy the everyday things in 

life. Put in use what you learn and everything is 

possible!” 

are simply left outside the placement quotas. 

Still interested in studying abroad, these 

‘free mover’ students usually have to go 

through a difficult, expensive and time-

consuming process to ensure a potential 

host university can accommodate them for a 

semester, as well as provide them with 

courses and credits that can be transferred 

to their home universities. The students also 

have to find out about travelling, insurances, 

vaccinations, scholarships, visas etc. on their 

own.  

AE’s purpose is to fill in the information gap 

and act as a bridge between the students 

and the foreign host universities. The AE staff 

advises on academic and practical matters, 

thus reducing the administrative work load 

for all parties involved. By 2016, over 3000 

students from more than 200 universities 

from all over the world will already have 

participated in study abroad semesters with 

the help of AE. 

 

THE CONCEPT OF ASIA EXCHANGE  

Asia Exchange was founded in 2007 in 

Finland. It is a dynamic study abroad 

organization that stresses the importance of 

encouraging students to become more 

international and gain experiences and 

knowledge of the industry and culture in 

Asia’s growing economies. The courses at 

the host universities are held in English by 

lecturers who often have an international 

background and the studies often include 

workshops and visits to local businesses. AE 

also invites charity organizations, business 

people and ambassadors to come meet with 

the exchange students. The most 

distinguished students are awarded AE 

scholarships after the exchange. On top of 

offering study abroad semesters, AE also 

offers the possibility to apply for studying a 

whole degree in Asia. 



 
 

“We’ve heard great things about Asia Exchange, particularly about the programs in Indonesia and Thailand.” 

Andy Wilcox, Business Associate, The Harvard Advocate, Harvard University 

 

To find out more about 

Asia Exchange, please visit us at www.asiaexchange.org 

FOR WHOM IS ASIA EXCHANGE 

INTENDED?  

Asia Exchange is ideal for students 

interested in Asia, but who are not able to 

find suitable study abroad options via their 

own universities or are left outside the 

placement quotas. While most of the 

participants are students of business, 

technology, social sciences, law, arts or 

tourism, students from other fields of study 

also take part and are given the opportunity 

to take interesting minor study courses in 

an international environment. 

 

Studying abroad in Asia combines 

academics, exotic and warm environment, 

affordable price level, metropolises, world’s 

fastest growing economies, friendly people 

and diverse cultures. In Asia students can 

get hold of opportunities that can translate 

into Life Changing Experiences. 

 

Tuomas Kauppinen 
Academic Director and 

co-founder of Asia Exchange 

“Study abroad semesters have 

enabled so many unbelievably 

things in my career and 

personal life. Everyone should study abroad at least 

once. The only thing that I regret is that I didn’t go on 

a study abroad semester for a third time. Asia is the 

number one destination of this century.” 

 

THE SERVICES OF ASIA EXCHANGE  

The students receive a study abroad 

placement as well as AE’s services and 

information on the host universities and 

cities. AE gives advice on all practical 

arrangements and takes care of the 

mailing of applications, acceptance letters, 

transcript credits and the invoicing of 

tuition fees. However, Asia Exchange is not 

a travel agency; students are responsible for 

making their own travel arrangements, all a 

part of the study abroad experience. AE 

focuses on tackling the logistic, information 

and quality gaps sometimes associated with 

free mover exchange semesters. 

 

CREDIT TRANSFERS AND 

SCHOLARSHIPS  

The decisions about scholarships and 

transferring credits are made by the home 

universities. AE encourages students to plan 

their studies carefully and to include the 

course syllabi, available on the AE website, 

in their study plans to help their home 

universities make decisions about 

transferring credits. The services offered by 

AE, as well as its role as a representative for 

Asian universities, most often decrease the 

administrative duties of the home 

universities. 

 

CHARITY  

Charity work is also an important part of 

Asia Exchange. Charity projects help deepen 

exchange students’ understanding of their 

chosen destination. AE donates a part of the 

tuition fees to organisations that support 

education and children in our host 

university countries. In Indonesia and 

Thailand, Asia Exchange works with 

orphanages that the exchange students can 

also visit. 
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