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STUDY ABROAD PROGRAMS 

“ 
Asia is probably the most 

dynamic continent in the world 

and economically it presents 

endless opportunities. The 

center of gravity is moving 

towards the E a s t . 
Alexander Stubb, former Minister of Foreign Affairs, 

Finland (Blue Wings Magazine) 

 

 

1 PREFACE 
 

 
DEAR STUDENT HEADING TO ASIA,  

 
The beginning of your studies at Siam University is 

coming closer and closer. I want to congratulate you 

on deciding to study abroad in a place as exotic and 

dynamic as Bangkok, Thailand.  

 

A semester abroad in Bangkok offers not only 

interesting studies, but also memories that can last 

for a lifetime.  

 

We encourage you to get acquainted with all parts 

of the local culture, including the problematic parts 

that we normally only read about. After returning 

back home you will see things from a different 

perspective and carry the cultural knowledge with 

you further into your life. 

 

Asia’s global role is becoming more and more 

important. A study abroad semester in Asia is 

therefore likely benefit you in many ways, not only 

personally but also professionally. 

 

In this Guide we have gathered some vital tips 

and  information for a smooth start of your study 

abroad experience. The contents are based on our 

own research and feedback from our previous 

students. We hope you find it useful.  

 

 
 

 

We’re looking forward to hearing your feedback as 

well, both during and after the study abroad 

semester. 

 

Enjoy your time at home and live in the moment 

when you are abroad! 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 
 

Asia Exchange 
Vuorikatu 3, 

33100 Tampere, 
Finland 

 

Harri Suominen                    www.asiaexchange.org 

Managing Director               info@asiaexchange.org 

 

 

 

  

http://www.asiaexchange.org/
mailto:info@asiaexchange.org
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1 SIAM UNIVERSITY 

Siam University is Thailand’s fifth largest privately-

owned university. Siam University has several 

agreements for both student and researcher 

exchange around the world. It is also a popular 

study location among international students. 

The university was founded in 1965 and has a 

student body of about 15 000 students from 10 

different faculties. The university has modern 

facilities and the campus is centrally located. 

Exercise facilities, stores, restaurants, banks and 

a post office are all located on campus or in the 

vicinity. The campus milieu is dominated by a 

university building which is over 100 meters tall. 

It’s also possible to pursue a full BBA or MBA degree at Siam University. 

The university’s International Student Office is situated approximately 100 m after the Siam 

University main gate, on the left side. 

Siam University contact person and academic advisor:  

Mr. Rengson Mualchontham 

Siam University is located southwest of the Bangkok city center, along Petkasem road. The closest 

skytrain station to Siam is the Bang Wa Station, which is about 500 meters away from the university. 

Depending on traffic, a taxi ride from Suvarnabhumi airport takes about an hour and costs around 

400 THB. 

PLEASE READ THIS GUIDE CAREFULLY! 

▪ The information in this Guide is subject to change without further notice (e.g. the visa
matters).

▪ Please check the latest information from official sources.

The address of the university: 

Siam University 

235 Petkasem Road 

Phasi-charoen 

Bangkok 10163 

Thailand 
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2 WHEN SHOULD YOU ARRIVE IN BANGKOK? 

 

If possible, you should arrive in Bangkok at least a few days before the start of the semester. 

This way you can acquaint yourself with the city and accommodation alternatives before the 

semester begins. Please let us know if you for any reason are unable to participate during the 

first days. 

 

 
 

2.1 REGISTERING WITH THE MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

We recommend that all students register their trip with their home country’s foreign 

embassy or the Ministry for Foreign Affairs before the start of the program. Once you have a local 

cell phone subscription, you can inform your local embassy of the phone number. Most countries 

offer citizens the possibility of registering online (e.g. citizens of Finland can register here.)  

 

Registering your trip means giving your personal data, contact information for the duration of your 

trip, and information about your stay abroad to the ministry in case of emergencies or crisis 

situations. All travelers are advised to register their trips. 
 

  

https://matkustusilmoitus.fi/public_html?command=browse
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3 VISA MATTERS 

 

Most countries require a passport and a visa for long-

term residency and studying. The information given on 

this document is general. Please contact the Thai 

embassy in your home country before applying for a visa. 

We recommend you to have a look at the visa 

instructions on our website.  

 

Students must keep in mind that the visa procedures 

vary from country to country and sometimes even 

depending on the clerk at the embassy. We recommend 

you take care of visa-related matters before leaving for 

the destination. Applying for a student visa is a part of 

your study abroad experience. 

 

Check the latest updates about applying for visas, required 

documents as well as the opening hours on the embassy website or 

by calling the embassy directly. The embassies are open according 

to the public and religious holidays of the country they 

represent, as well as the holidays of the country they are in. 

 

 

3.1 STUDENT VISA IN THAILAND: NON-IMMIGRANT VISA ED 

 

In Thailand, student visa's type is Non-

Immigrant Visa ED. The Visa is single-

entry visa, though some embassies may 

also issue multi-entry visas (12 months) for 

the purpose of studying in Thailand. The visa 

is valid for 90 days and can be extended 

at the immigration office in Bangkok. 

 

If you plan to travel during the semester, you 

can buy re-entry permits for your single-

entry visa. There are single re-entry permits 

and multiple re-entries permits available. 

 

Check the latest requirements directly 

with the Thai embassy in your country. 

 

If your country is issuing multiple-entry visas, 

you may want to apply for that one. Note 

though, that a passport with validity of 18 

months has sometimes been required when 

applying for a one-year Multiple Entry Visa.  

 

If your stay in Thailand (i.e. the dates of your 

flights to and from the country) exceeds 3 

months by even one day, or if you wish to travel 

to other countries during your studies, the 

hassle-free option is to apply for a 12-month 

multiple entry visa. 

 

 
  

Please check the latest news and information about visas before applying for 

a visa from the Royal Thai Embassy (http://www.thaiembassy.org/index.php), where you 

can also get the required application forms and other information about the application 

procedure. 

*** 

The information in this chapter 

is sensitive for changes so 

please double-check the current 

situation at the Thai embassy in 

your country. 

https://asiaexchange.org/information/visas-and-passports/thailand-visa/
http://www.thaiembassy.org/index.php
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3.2 VISA APPLICATION AND REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS  

 

The official acceptance letter from Siam University is one of the required attachments when 

applying for the visa. Check the other required attachments on the Thai embassy’s web site. 

 

In some countries the Thai Embassy has sometimes required students to present a copy of an 

airline ticket that proves that they will leave the country at some point. The flight must be from 

Thailand either to the student’s home country or, for example, to a country neighboring Thailand. 

 

If your return schedule is still unclear, you can consider buying an affordable ticket, for example, 

from Air Asia to a neighboring country. It is most often possible to change the dates of the flights 

for a moderate fee. One option is to exit Thailand with a ferry or a bus and present a proof of this if 

requested.  

If you wish to send your visa application by mail: 
 

o send it as a registered letter and remember to include the return envelope 

o include sufficient postage for the return envelope to also be sent as a registered letter. 

o Enclose your passport (as the visa will be attached to it) and the application itself. 

o The embassy does not accept liability for lost letters, if they have not been registered. 

 

The visa can only be paid for in cash either at the embassy or by sending the required amount of 

money by mail (check the latest fees and updates on the embassy’s web page). 

 

It is possible to apply for a visa in any Thai embassy. Some students have applied their student 

visas e.g. in Hong Kong, Kuala Lumpur or Singapore if they are travelling before arriving in Bangkok. 

 

  

http://www.airasia.com/
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4 ABOUT SCHEDULE 

 

It will take usually 4 working days for the 

embassy to process your application after you 

bring it to the embassy. Please consider the 

mailing time if you do not pick up the visa 

yourself. 

 

In addition, you should be in contact with the 

embassy by telephone if you are in a hurry.  

If your visa application is insufficient, the 

embassy should contact you and ask for the 

required information. 

However, make sure that your application 

has the required information and 

documents, especially if you are in a hurry to 

have your application processed. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

5 GETTING TO KNOW YOUR DESTINATION 

 

We strongly recommend that you take some 

time to learn about Bangkok and Thailand in 

advance. Doing so will help you understand the local 

culture as well as reduce the amount of culture shock you 

may experience. 

 

On top of the material we have sent you, please familiarize 

yourself with information online and get hold of a good 

guidebook (e.g. Lonely Planet or Rough Guide).  

 

YouTube is full of inspirational video material from Thailand. There’s a list of useful links at the end 

of this orientation guide. The student blogs on our website are also very useful. 

 

Familiarize yourself also with the Thai numbers. This is extremely useful when 

shopping and roaming around the city. 

  

A single-entry visa must be used (i.e. you 

must enter Thailand) within 90 days of the 

date it was issued. The multiple-entry visa 

must be used within a year of the date it 

was issued.  

Copy of your passport 

When travelling abroad, always carry a copy of your passport with you. It is also a good idea to 

have electronic copies of all your official documents in your email or cloud storage (e.g. 

Dropbox or Google Drive). 

https://asiaexchange.org/student-experiences/
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6 ARRIVING IN THAILAND 

 

 

Upon arrival, the immigration officials will stamp the date until which you are allowed to 

remain in the country in your passport. The date is based on your visa.  

 

 

If you intend to stay in Thailand after your studies, we 

recommend planning possible trips to neighbouring countries after 

the study program has ended. 

 

This way, if you have chosen a 12-month multiple entry 

visa for example, you should receive a new entry permit 

and permission to stay in the country for 90 days when 

you re-enter Thailand.  

 

TOURIST VISA 

Some Thai embassies instruct holders of a tourist visa / non-immigrant visa to have at least 20,000 

THB (approximately 575 EUR) in cash when arriving in Thailand. The amount can be in any 

currency. This concerns all nationalities. Not everyone – in fact hardly anyone – is asked to show the 

money to immigration authorities upon arrival, but it is regardless good to be prepared. 

 

REGISTER YOUR ADDRESS 

It is compulsory for you to register your address at the local immigration office once 

you arrive in Thailand.  You should also re-register every time you stay at a hotel in Thailand 

or overseas. 

 

o Your landlord must register your arrival at the residence within 24 hours. Ask for a copy 

of Registration of Address (form TM.30) receipt from your landlord. You will need 

it every time you visit the immigration office. 

o If you stay in a hotel, even for one night, the hotel will send this information to the 

immigration office. 

o If you travel outside of Bangkok, re-registering must be done within 24 hours of 

returning to Bangkok.  

o If you have NOT re-registered upon returning to Bangkok, your visa extension may 

be rejected when you go to the immigration office. 

o You might also have problems at the airport when you leave the country. 

 

  

Always remember to check the stamped dates and the type of visa of your 

passport after dealing with officials! 

You need to validate your visa every 90 days at the immigration office by 

filling the form TM.47. Host university give students more detailed instructions about this 

in the orientation. 
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7 MAKING YOUR WAY FROM THE AIRPORT 

 

TAXI 

It’s easy to take a taxi from the airport to 

your desired address. There will be sales 

persons offering limousine rides in the 

airport lobby, but it’s much better to just walk 

directly to the official taxis situated 

outside the airport (level 1, follow the “Public 

Taxi” signs). Don’t forget to find out the 

street address of your destination in 

advance, because a clerk will ask you for it 

and write it down for the taxi driver.  

 

A taxi ride to the city centre or to SU usually 

costs approximately 400 THB (~10 €). Be 

prepared to pay additional bahts worth of toll 

fees if you use an expressway (high way). 

Remember to insist the driver to turn on 

the meter, because drivers will otherwise 

charge more than the meter price!  

 

It’s a good idea to exchange some of 

your national currency into Baht before 

leaving home. 

 

SKYTRAIN 

There is also a train connection from 

airport (lowest floor) to Bangkok city center 

via the SkyTrain (BTS). 

 

This is a very good, cheap and ecological 

alternative for a taxi ride. The nearest BTS 

station to Siam University is the Bang Wa 

Station which is the last stop on the Silom 

Line.  

 

GRAB 

Alternatively, you can consider using the Grab 

app (formerly known as GrabTaxi) if you buy a 

local SIM card already at the airport and 

have internet connection on your phone. 

 

Grab is a very useful app to have on your 

phone in Thailand and it’s a good idea to 

download it even before departure. When you 

need a taxi drive, you open the app and Grab 

locates you. You type the drop-off location, 

and Grab calculates the fee. Then Grab finds 

you the nearest driver. Usually it takes the 

driver approximately 2-10 minutes to arrive 

and pick you up. You can see the location of 

the driver all the time on your phone. 

Afterwards, you will automatically get a receipt 

of the ride to your email. Read more at 

www.grab.com 

 

 
 

  

http://www.grab.com/
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8 ACCOMMODATION 

 

 

 

You are responsible for making 

arrangements for accommodation 

on your own, but we can recommend you 

some options preferred by our previous 

students. There are plenty of 

accommodation options for both short and 

long-term accommodation, and there is a lot of 

variation in prices, size and quality.  

 

The main difficulty is that often the minimum 

length of a lease contract is 6 months. 

However, it is possible to find accommodation 

ranging from 1 – 4 months in length. 

Sometimes the owners who initially require at 

least 6 months rental agreement agree to a 

shorter period if you pay a decent amount of 

money extra when signing the agreement. It’s 

most often easiest to find accommodation 

after arriving at your study location by 

staying the first few nights at a hotel or hostel 

and shopping around for suitable 

accommodation options. 

When looking for a hotel, we recommend 

online hotel service Agoda. Agoda lists 

thousands of hotels worldwide and there is a 

various range of Asian hotels as well. You can 

easily search for affordable hotels and make 

bookings via their service. Some of the long-

term accommodation providers let you stay in 

also with daily rental pricing. 

 

U-Baan Guesthouse also offers reasonably 

priced (5-7/10-15 EUR per night) 

accommodation for the first nights. It’s 

situated near Siam University.  

 

During the first days you’ll also have time to 

find a possible roommate among the other 

exchange students. If you want to ask around 

for a roommate in advance, you can do so in 

our Facebook group for your semester. We 

strongly recommend you to find roommates 

from other nationalities. This gives you a 

chance to use your English and build up an 

international network. 

 
 

8.1 ACCOMMODATION NEAR SIAM UNIVERSITY 

There is no shortage of rooms in Bangkok so finding the one that best suits you is the easiest by 

shopping around and seeing several options before you commit to anything. The location of 

the place is one of the most important things and if you have classes several days a week, stay close 

to the university. 

 

Options below are located nearby the campus or within decent distance. All of them have at least 

the basic amenities and most of them 24h security.  

 

Price information and other details below are based on the feedback collected from our previous 

students as well as on our research. Please notice that the prices in this document are indicative and 

based on the information collected during past years. There are various factors affecting the 

final prices, changes in the exchange rates being just one of them. 

 

Up-to-date information and details should always be checked directly from the accommodation 

providers. We strongly recommend you to have a look at the accommodation hints e.g. in the 

previous students’ blog entries and exchange reports 

 

 

http://www.asiaexchange.org/information/accommodation/
https://asiaexchange.org/student-experiences/
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ACCOMMODATION OPTIONS 

 

Amarin Mansion 
49/2 Soi Arun Amarin 39, Arun Amarin Rd. Bangkoknoi, 

Bangkok 

Tel. +66 2882 4848 

amarinmansion@gmail.com 

www.amarinmansion.com  

Info: Completed in 2009, furnished singles/doubles, AC, 

restaurant, minimart, wi-fi, cable channels, roof terrace, 

laundry. Mall 1 km away 

Prices: 6500 baht – 9500 baht per month, cheaper 

because of the absence of a pool or gym 

Map: http://www.amarinmansion.com/en/map.html  
 

 

 

Metro Park Sathron 
Tel. +66 8 6324 2456 

rent@metroparksathorn.com  

www.metroparksathorn.com  

Info: Single/double, pool, gym, laundry / washing 

machine, kitchen  

Prices:  7000 – 15000 baht per month. Prices differ from 

room to room. 

The housing complex is really nice but there are no 

good connections with public transport to the 

university or to the city center. You either have to 

take a taxi or walk 25 minutes to university. If you are fine 

with that, the apartments however are nice. 

 

 
 

Life@BTS Thapra 
18 Rachada Road (Thapra-Taksin), Taladplu 

Thonburi Bangkok 10600 

18 ถนนรัชดา (ท่าพระ-ตากสิน), Taladplu 

ธนบรีุกรุงเทพฯ 10600 

No website 

Info: Studio apartments and one- and two-bedroom 

apartments. Most apartments have a TV, fridge, AC, 

kitchen with sink and a cooking plate, beds and closets, 

and a small balcony. 

There is also a pool, gym, security service, laundry, 

restaurants and a small shop. There is a 7/11 across the 

street, and a mall and other services within 5-10 minutes 

from the apartments. 

There are several bus connections to the university and 

the trip takes about 15 minutes depending on traffic. 

 

 
 

The leases are usually for 12 months 

but it may be possible to negotiate a 

shorter lease by paying a little extra, 

for example. 

Prices: Studios starting at 9000, one-

bedrooms at 12000. 

Map: google 13.717931,100.476912 

mailto:info@balibungalo.com
http://www.amarinmansion.com/
http://www.amarinmansion.com/en/map.html
mailto:rent@metroparksathorn.com
http://www.metroparksathorn.com/
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Jolly Suites 
1421 Soi Ratchada Thaphra 13 Rim Thang Rod Fai Rd., 

Bangkok 10600 

Info: One of the best serviced apartments in Thonburi 

area, located near The Mall Tha-phra shopping center. 

Very popular among previous students. 3 minutes walk 

to BTS S10 - Talat Phlu Station. Easy to get a taxi at any 

time of day by walking to the main road. 

Pictures available at 

http://www.jollysuites.com 

 

 

Sivalai Place 
Isaraphab Soi 33 Isaraphab Rd. Thra Pra Bangkok 

+66 2 412 4000 

info@sivalaiplace.com 

www.sivalaiplace.com  

Info: Singles/doubles, AC, furnished, swimming pool, 

tennis courts, gym, restaurant, laundry, karaoke. Calm 

neighborhood, Wi-Fi, cable channels, kitchen in every 

room 

Prices: 14000 baht – 28600 baht per month plus 

electricity and water. Reservations by e-mail, remember 

to mention Asia Exchange. Back 2 School rates for 

students (about – 20%)  

Map: 

http://www.sivalaiplace.com/MapAndLocation.html 

  

Supalai Park Ratchaphruek-Phetkasem 
10160 Phasi Charoen, Bangkok 

http://www.supalaipark.com  

Info: 10 minutes walking distance from Siam University 

and Bang Wa BTS station. Singles/doubles, Calm 

neighbourhood, AC, water heater, elevator, 24-hours 

security, swimming pool, sauna, gym, garden /BBQ, 

playground / kid's area, shop on premise, restaurant on 

premise, Wi-Fi. 

Prices: 9000 baht – 16000 baht per month plus 

electricity and water  

Map: 

https://www.hipflat.co.th/en/bangkok/condo/supalai-

park-ratchaphruekphetkasem  

 

 

 

The President condo 
Near Bang Wa BTS station 

Tel. +66 2-457-2836-7 

http://thepresidentcondo.com/?lang=en 

 

Info: There are three huge condominiums near Bang Wa 

BTS station. Gym and swimming pool included in 

amenities. 24-hour security.  

Prices: approximately 10000 baht – 15000 baht per 

month plus electricity and water.   

Map: 

http://thepresidentcondo.com/location/?lang=en 

 

http://www.jollysuites.com/
mailto:info@sivalaiplace.com
http://www.sivalaiplace.com/
http://www.sivalaiplace.com/MapAndLocation.html
http://www.supalaipark.com/
https://www.hipflat.co.th/en/bangkok/condo/supalai-park-ratchaphruekphetkasem
https://www.hipflat.co.th/en/bangkok/condo/supalai-park-ratchaphruekphetkasem
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Amarin Mansion offers accommodation of the same quality as Sivalai Place, however with no 

swimming pool or gym. This can be seen in cheaper prices too. The recently built apartment complex 

offers clean, comfortable and cozy rooms. If you don’t necessarily need a pool or a gym, Amarin 

Mansion might be the best choice price wise. A lot of international students from several universities 

in Bangkok live in Amarin Mansion. 

 

Aiya Residence is situated a walking distance away from Wong Wien Yai BTS (skytrain) station, 

which can transport you conveniently anywhere in the central Bangkok area without having to worry 

about traffic. The apartments in Aiya Residence have a few issues: There is some wear and tear since 

they obviously have seen some use, the residents are allowed to smoke in their rooms (thus a faint 

smell of cigarettes) and the building is clearly somewhat older than the other accommodation 

options listed. The common areas such as a restaurant, swimming pool and a large gym are well 

maintained however. 

 

Metro Park Sathorn is an apartment complex with different sized luxury apartments. A large 

swimming pool and gym are also there for the tenants’ use. The apartments are privately owned, 

and they are often put up for rental purposes. Be sure to ask for available apartments, different 

sizes, prices and minimum stay. 

 

University Residence Halls / Charn Issara is situated in walking distance and it is 

operated by Siam University. E.g. some of the SU professors live here.  The prices are affordable and 

the condition of the rooms is reasonable. 

 

Life@BTS Thapra is situated close to the BTS Thapra. Good bus connections to anywhere in 

Bangkok, with SkyTrain closeby. Also a big mall nearby (about 300m). Gym and pool are included in 

the rent. It takes only 5 to 15 minutes by bus to the university. The leases are usually for 12 months 

but it may be possible to negotiate a shorter lease by, for example, paying a little extra. 

 

Jolly Suites has been popular with students and was added to the guide in 2013. The prices are 

the same as in Life@Thapra but they only ask for one month’s deposit. The place has very good 

public transportation connections and the overall quality of the complex is high. Getting to the 

university takes only about 10 minutes.  

 

Sivalai Place has ideal surroundings, complete with swimming pool, tennis courts and a gym. 

There are extra charges on various things so it’s advisable to inquire about all the costs of staying 

there in detail before committing to an apartment. 

 

Supalai Park Ratchaphruek-Phetkasem has received great reviews from students. It has 

a very convenient location, only 10 minutes walking distance from the Siam University and Bang Wa 

BTS station.  The rooms are very spacious and cozy and there is a great view from the rooftop. There 

are 3 different agencies downstairs, and the easiest option is to pay a visit here and ask them about 

available rooms, the students have been very pleased with the service they have received there. 

Please note that they ask for two months’ deposit and one month’s rent and only accept cash. 
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8.2 OTHER ACCOMMODATION OPTIONS 

 

The listed accommodation options are all good 

choices for your study abroad period, so it’s 

worth it have a look at them all and see 

whether one or the other would suit your 

needs. Naturally there are more long-term stay 

accommodations in Bangkok for you to choose 

from if you so wish.  These are just a few of our 

recommendations- 

 

Many students travel around Asia during their 

study abroad semester. When you need 

accommodation for a shorter period, we 

recommend the online hotel service Agoda. 

Agoda lists thousands of hotels worldwide and 

there is a various range of Asian hotels as well. 

You can easily search for affordable hotels and 

make bookings via their service.   

 

You can start by reserving hostel 

accommodation in Bangkok for the first 

few nights of your stay. This will give you an 

opportunity to settle down and search for 

suitable accommodation at your own pace. 

 

 

 

VERY BASIC AND CHEAP OPTIONS: 

 

Name Estimated Price Tel. Remark 

At 36 4000 THB up 0803031742  

Thanapat Court 4000 THB 0817211258  

Ban Ian mok 6000 THB 024087353 Females only 

Mulburry Place 4900 – 8700 THB 0856671212  

Wa Apart 1900 – 2900 THB 0836044634  

Noo Noi 1500 – 3200 THB 024579194 Females only 

Bangkhae Condo 3000 – 4500 THB 028046211  

 

RECOMMENDED BY THE UNIVERSITY:  

Charn Issara City Home 6000B / month One bedroom + small kitchen; 8500B / month One 

bedroom and living room + small kitchen 

Tel. 028685106 

 

 

8.3 GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT LODGING IN BANGKOK 

 

In Asian culture it is common to do business face to face. For example, taking care of housing 

arrangements in advance by e-mail may prove difficult. However, this is not something worth 

worrying about. The terms of accommodation, details of the lease and the final price are most often 

easily settled after arriving in Bangkok.  Haggling is a part of the culture and we strongly recommend 

it to ensure you get a good price. 

  

http://www.asiaexchange.org/information/accommodation/
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Don’t forget to make a written 

agreement about the rent and what it 

includes. It’s also a good idea to check the 

apartment and write a list of the possible flaws 

before moving in. The list can then be added to 

your lease as an appendix. Remember to check 

the safety of the area (e.g. security, fenced 

area, surveillance cameras). 

 

You’ll have a chance to find suitable 

accommodation in your area of choice during 

the first few days. Don’t forget that it’s 

easiest to sign a lease during office hours, 

although some exceptions have been made 

during evenings and weekends. Each 

accommodation provider only has a limited 

number of rooms available, which is yet 

another good reason to travel to your study 

abroad location early. You can attempt to chart 

accommodation options beforehand by e-mail, 

but it may take a while to receive an answer 

and the prices will most likely have room for 

negotiation. 

 

Signing a lease on monthly basis is 

worth looking into, but keep in mind that 

signing a longer lease may entitle you to a 

discount. If you sign a lease for the full length 

of your stay, but wish to change 

accommodation for some reason, it will be 

difficult to get your security deposit back.  

  

When signing your lease, remember to 

find out what the policy is for incomplete 

months (for example, if you want to move out 

before the end of the month). The location 

may have daily or weekly rates, or you may be 

able to make arrangements with your 

landlord. However, sometimes paying for a full 

month can be cheaper than paying for two 

weeks on a daily basis. 

 

Even at the same location the apartments may 

be differently equipped. Not all locations offer 

daily amenities. Some products can be 

enquired at the reception, although in most 

cases you must buy them at your own 

expense. Luckily however, the prices for such 

products are affordable in Bangkok. 

 

Some places charge separately for 

electricity, water and the Internet. 

Electricity costs usually about 5 to 7 bahts per 

unit. Wireless Internet connection costs, 

depending on the connection's speed, about 5 

to 20 € a month. The most expensive factor in 

the electricity bill is air conditioning, and it 

should be used cost-effectively. With an 

economic use of AC, students have been able 

to cut down their electricity bill by dozens of 

euros per month. For both economical and 

ecological reasons, you should turn off the AC 

when the apartment is empty, and preferably 

also for the night if it’s not too hot. Also, you 

shouldn't set the temperature too low as it's 

possible to catch a cold because of AC. 

Typically 25 to 28 Celsius degrees is a suitable 

temperature. 

 

Don’t worry if things don’t go 

exactly as planned when making 

arrangements for your accommodation. This 

is mostly due to cultural differences and the 

way things are done in Thailand. A good 

sense of humor, a little patience and 

attempting to understand a different 

culture will help sort things out. 

Sometimes it might take up to a week to find 

long-term accommodation, but that’s not 

uncommon at other exchange locations in 

other parts of the world either. 

 

 

 

 

Breaking a lease is difficult all around the world. You should consider the apartment they sign up 

for very carefully as well as the breaking of one's lease (in extreme situations), which can be a 

frustrating and expensive process. 
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9 GETTING AROUND IN BANGKOK 

 

The traffic culture in Bangkok, as well as in other parts of Asia, 

may be very hectic compared to the traffic culture of your home country. 

It looks like there aren’t any traffic regulations, or at least people don’t 

seem to abide by them. Still, despite all this, the traffic seems to flow 

according to its own rules. Just memorize some bus and SkyTrain routes, 

and avoid the traffic hours. 

 

TAXIS 
Being in an air-conditioned taxi on a sunny day is most often a relief. The prices are very affordable; 

just remember to make sure that the driver turns the meter on! The taxi drivers don’t always speak 

or read English so it is useful to have any address you’re going to on paper written in Thai. 

 

GRAB 
Alternatively, you can consider using the Grab app (formerly known as GrabTaxi) if you buy a local 

SIM card already at the airport and have internet connection on your phone. Grab is a very useful 

app to have on your phone in Thailand and it’s a good idea to download it even before departure. 

When you need a taxi drive, you open the app and Grab locates you. You type the drop-off location, 

and Grab calculates the fee. Then Grab finds you the nearest driver. Usually it takes the driver 

approximately 2-10 minutes to arrive and pick you up. You can see the location of the driver all the 

time on your phone. Afterwards, you will automatically get a receipt of the ride to your email. 

 

 

 

 

Summary for finding accommodation:  
o Have a look at different accommodation options on their websites and ask about the 

availability by email. 

o Travel to Bangkok before the start of the semester.  

o If you are unsure, get a feel for the accommodation option(s), by staying there for a few 

nights at first. 

o If needed, ask around for a roommate among other students (you can do this already 

beforehand on Facebook) 

o Re-read our tips and make arrangements for long-term accommodation. 

http://www.grab.com/
https://www.agoda.com/partners/partnersearch.aspx?cid=1616969&pcs=1&hl=en&city=9395
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BUSES 
Bangkok has a good internal bus network. A ticket for a non-air-conditioned bus is approx. 7 THB, 

and a ticket for an air-conditioned one 12 – 30 THB. Bangkok has good and affordable bus 

connections to all parts of the country. Use the air-conditioned buses for longer journeys. Buses are 

most often faster than trains, even when traveling to cities that are a long distance away. There are 

also free buses in Bangkok which have a blue ribbon across the front wind shield. 

BTS SKYTRAIN 
Two SkyTrain tracks run over the busy streets of the city center every 

few minutes from 6 a.m. to midnight. The air-conditioned SkyTrain is 

a comfortable and ecological way to travel long distances fast. A single 

ticket costs 20 – 45 THB, depending on the length of the journey, and 

a day ticket costs 140 THB. You can also buy inexpensive 20, 30 and 

40 trip series tickets, which are recommended if you plan on using 

the SkyTrain often. 

TUK-TUK 
Tuk-tuks i.e. three-wheeled, open-ended, motorized rickshaws are a very 

common sight in the streets of Bangkok. Due to the amount of traffic 

pollution, riding in a tuk-tuk can sometimes feel uncomfortable, but at least 

it’s fun! Tuk-tuks are not as safe as taxis. Remember to agree on the price 

before getting in. The prices vary from 40 – 100 THB, depending on the length 

of the trip. Tuk-tuks are not usually used for regular travel, but more often 

for spending a night out on the town. 

RIVER BOAT (CHAO PHRAYA EXPRESS)  
The riverboat operates on the Chao Phraya River from 6 a.m. to 6 

p.m. It’s a fast way to get to the Chinese part of town, for instance. 

The fare is 6 – 20 THB (tourist boats are more expensive) and it is 

paid to the conductor once on board. There are several stops. 

10 UNIVERSITY CONTACTS 

Mr. Rengson 

Please be in touch with Mr. Rengson about your course choices 

before the semester starts, to make sure everything will run 

smoothly from the beginning. 

Mr. Rengson is best contacted in academic matters and 

questions related to the university. In more general matters it is 

recommended to contact Asia Exchange.  

mailto:rxmxwell@gmail.com
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11 INFORMATION SHARING SESSION AND THE FIRST 

DAYS OF THE SEMESTER 

Siam University organizes an orientation/info sharing session for new international students before 

the classes start. Check the preliminary dates from our web site. 

Remember to dress in appropriate way. E.g. shorts or sandals are not appropriate

attire for attending the orientation days.  

Please inform Mr. Rengson from Siam University and Asia Exchange if you are for some reason 

unable to attend the first days of the semester. 

Please take a few passport pictures with you when arriving to the university. The pictures are 

often needed e.g. for your student card. 

12 STUDYING 

At Thai universities, teaching is not just one-way lecturing but includes active participation and 

discussion by students as well. Evaluation is based on performance in exams, participation in 

lectures and different group assignments.  

The students come from very different academic backgrounds, which is why some of them are more 

familiar with the course subjects than others. 

In Asian cultures, young people are expected to show respect towards older people. University

lecturers are very high profile people in Thailand and the students are expected to respect them. 

You might be used to challenging your professors on lectures but you should be careful with this in 

a new culture. Present your ideas and opinions but please do this with respect.  

The best way to receive more information about the classes, orientation day and other 

events is to visit the university’s International Student Office before the start of the 

semester. The office staff and university lecturers will help you choose your courses and 

make a class schedule. 

http://asiaexchange.siam.edu/
http://www.asiaexchange.org/
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The information flow in Asia is not the same than in Western countries. Changes in lectures aren’t 

always informed by email.  

It’s possible that sometimes you will come to the university and find out that the lecture has been 

cancelled in the last minute. This is an example of the cultural differences that you just have to 

accept. Studying should be your number one priority even though changes in 

lecture times might affect your other plans. 

Our former student gives you these tips for the classroom and also for your 

spare time: 

12.1  COURSES 

Asia Exchange students at Siam University 

participate in the International Business 

Program (IBP). The courses in this program 

are Bachelor level courses.  

You should talk about your course choices 

with Siam University and your coordinator Mr. 

Rengson after you arrive in Bangkok, 

preferably before the semester begins.  

You can read about timetables for different 

lectures and about other important dates on 

our web page and/or in the email sent to you. 

The terms “first year” and “second year” 

refer to first year studies and second year 

studies etc., meaning the year in which 

students are expected to take the 

courses. However, as an Asia Exchange 

student you can choose whichever courses 

suit your needs from levels one to four 

(Bachelor level). 

We recommend you to choose the courses 

fitting your study background and so that 

you do not study only with the other exchange 

students. 

o Respect the lecturers and try to understand and tolerate differences.

o Going to university will help you form daily routines which make it easier to dig

deeper in the local culture.

o Take part in workshops and study visits.

o Try to get to know local students, not just other students. Be an example to other

students.

”Don’t resist anything while you are abroad or think that your culture’s way of doing things is better than the 

Asian way. As Bob Dylan so eloquently sang, ‘Don’t criticize what you can’t understand.”  

“Embrace those things that are uncomfortable, those things that don’t make sense, those things that are 

frustrating. Those are the things that will teach you the most.” 

“Study hard, learn as much as you can both culturally and academically, but always remember to make time for 

putting that cultural knowledge to use. Study, travel, grow and live in the moment. Nothing could be more important 

than all of these.” Lacey, Asia Exchange student in Thailand 

mailto:rxmxwell@gmail.com
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When registering for the courses at Siam University, take the following documents with you:  

1) passport  

2) two photocopies of the passport, including the ID-page and all the pages with stamps  

3) 2 passport photos  

4) departure card, which will be given to you upon arrival in Thailand.  

 

Course descriptions can be found on the our website, where you can also read 

about transferring credits. Detailed course syllabi are usually given to students in the 

beginning of the lectures.  

 

The practices of transferring credits vary from institution to institution. Home universities 

make final decisions about transferring credits and adding the studies completed abroad into a 

student’s degree. 

 

Make a study plan and have your courses pre-approved by your home 

institution’s exchange coordinator, academic advisor or a professor; whoever is in charge 

of credit transfer at your home institution. Remember to use the course catalogues on our website 

when making your study plan. Please note that there is no guarantee that all the elective courses will 

be organized, and therefore you should preferably have a plan B. 

 

If you have a need for any special arrangements, e.g. taking exams beforehand 

because you have to leave before the semester ends, you should thoroughly agree this in advance 

both with the lecturer as well as your contact person at Siam University. Please write down their 

contact details and what was agreed on while discussing the issue.  

 

Siam University reserves the right to changes in the course offering and schedules. As everywhere 

in the world, course changes are possible. Our website has the latest available information about 

courses being offered at the host universities. Every reasonable effort has been made to ensure the 

accuracy of the information published on our website.  

 

12.2  CLASS ATTENDANCE  

As in most universities all over the world, class attendance is required in Thailand. 

Siam University and other Thai universities have a class attendance requirement 

of 80 % - RESPECT AND FOLLOW THIS. If you know that you will be absent from a 

class, you should make arrangements with your lecturer in advance. 

 

University studies give you beneficial daily routines, which also leave a lot of time for 

free-time activities. Remember however that studies should be your priority and you are required to 

complete a certain amount of credits in order to be eligible for the student visa (3-4 courses). In 

order to accomplish this, you need to show up at the classes and complete the required 

assignments.  

 

If you miss a class, it is highly recommended to ask your classmates about homework assignments 

and other such things. The lecturer might be very busy (they might even teach in many universities) 

and asking the lecturer what happened a week ago is an additional burden for them to handle. In 

Thai culture, the teacher is a highly respected figure and students should avoid asking the lecturer 

the questions they could easily ask their classmates.  

80%  

https://asiaexchange.org/study-destinations/bangkok-thailand/siam-university-bba/
https://asiaexchange.org/information/credit-conversion/thailand/
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You might be used to contacting the lecturer directly in your home university, but this is one of those 

cultural differences you face in Southeast Asia. So, unless your lecturer encourages you to talk to 

them directly about missed class assignments, please be pro-active and contact a classmate of yours. 

Maybe befriend a local student from your class, too? 

 

Don’t forget to take part in the site visits, because they form a part of some of the 

courses. These visits are arranged especially for students to give them an opportunity to visit places 

that tourists rarely get to see. 

 

12.3 OTHER STUDENTS 

In addition to Asia Exchange students, there will be international 

students from numerous countries attending the classes. Most 

of them come from other Asian countries, but some of them 

come from Western countries as well. Some are Thai students 

who are completing their degree in English. 

 

You can connect with other Asia Exchange students in the Facebook group created for your 

semester. Internationalization is one of both our and Siam University’s key objectives. We are 

currently expanding our services to include more students from different countries. 

 

It’s mainly up to you how much you interact with different nationalities. We encourage you 

to get to know students from different countries, especially local students, who will help you get 

more insight in the local culture and customs. 

 

12.4  SCHOOL UNIFORM 

School uniforms are used in several countries, including Thailand. Our 

students have said that they got used to wearing them after two days at 

the latest, and that they are very practical – you're spared the trouble of 

choosing suitable clothes in the morning!  

 

The upper part is a white-collar shirt with long or short 

sleeves. Women wear a black skirt and men wear black 

trousers. The uniform includes a belt buckle and a pin with 

the university logo.  

 

 

You don't necessarily have to purchase the 

outfit before the first visit to Siam University. 

The Siam University staff or students will help 

you find a uniform during the first lecture days. 

A uniform and a few shirts cost about 20 euros. 

You may bring your own shoes (preferably 

black and fully enclosed) from home, especially 

if you need a bigger size. You may want to 

consider acquiring more comfy trousers or 

skirts (preferably made of cotton) separately. 

Please note that if you require a big shoe 

or shirt size (e.g. XXL), you will not be able 

to purchase these things in Bangkok as 

part of your school uniform. We suggest you to 

purchase big size shoes and white shirts in 

your home country before arriving. There have 

been problems in the past where students 

were unable to purchase school uniforms 

because of unavailable sizes. 
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12.5 INFORMATION ON TUITION FEES IN ASIA 

 

Almost everywhere in the world the students have to pay tuition fees for higher education. This is 

the case also in Thailand. Local and international students pay tuition fees, though in some cases 

the tuition fee is waived from international students if the exchange goes both ways.  

 

Should a student want to organize a study abroad placement in Asia on their own, the tuition fee 

can be up to 10 000 USD. It is often also very tiring and time consuming to organize everything by 

oneself. 

 

Our philosophy is to offer memorable study abroad experiences to as many students as possible. 

We don’t want tuition fees to keep the students from living up to their dreams. We aim at keeping 

our study abroad programs as affordable as possible, while maintaining a high level of service.  

 

13 MONEY 

 

13.1  CASH, WITHDRAWING MONEY, CARDS 

We recommend exchanging some of your national 

currency into Thai Baht before leaving home, so that 

you’ll have some cash with you when you arrive. Try to 

have not only big bills with you as e.g. the taxi drivers 

may not have enough change for you when paying. 

 

The most affordable way of buying Baht 

is bringing some cash in your national currency with 

you and exchanging it at a currency exchange at the 

study location. Remember to compare the exchange 

rates first and be attentive during the actual exchange. Some unofficial exchange offices may offer 

good exchange rates, but there is a bigger risk of being cheated. Exchange rates at airports are 

typically the worst. 

 

We recommend taking a debit and/or a credit card with you but be aware that 

cards might not be accepted everywhere. Don’t wait until you’re all out of cash to withdraw 

more money, because sometimes you may face technical difficulties when using the ATMs. There is 

usually a processing fee of 200 THB (approx. 6 Euro) when withdrawing cash with foreign credit or 

debit card + any fees your own bank may charge. 

 

Usually exchange students are not opening a Thai bank account for the study abroad period. Bank 

account in student’s home country has been enough. 

 

Memorize the exchange rate of the Thai baht and some exemplary prizes. You can find more 

information about finances e.g. from Lonely Planet guidebooks or online. 

  



 

 Asia Exchange Guide 

 Siam University (Bangkok, Thailand) 
24 

13.2 BARGAINING 

Like elsewhere in Asia, bargaining is 

common in Thailand as well. At first it might 

feel stressful but you will get used to it. Don’t 

take bargaining too seriously. You will get 

the best price with a sense of humour and 

some words of Thai.  

 

In addition, knowing some basic Thai will help 

you run every day errands more smoothly, and 

you'll probably get even friendlier service and 

lower prices for your purchases. Outside the 

tourist areas, communicating in any other 

language except for Thai is difficult. Nearly all 

of our students return to Thailand at some 

point in their lives and Thai language skills can 

prove to be very beneficial for the rest of your 

life. Thailand is, for example, an increasingly 

popular destination to have a second home. 

 

We encourage you to start communicating 

in Thai as soon as possible. Already a few 

words show respect towards the locals and 

their culture. People will give you better 

service and lower prices for sure. Bargaining 

can be even a pleasant experience for you and 

for the seller. 

 

 

14 PHONE CALLS AND CELLPHONE SUBSCRIPTIONS 

 

As you arrive in Bangkok, you're advised to get a local pre-paid SIM card from e.g. a 7eleven store. 

The most popular connections are ”Happy”, ”1-2-Call” and “True”. A local cell phone subscription is 

the most affordable way of making calls in Thailand as well as staying in touch with your friends and 

family back home (apart from making calls with Skype, which can be free of charge). 
 

Different data packages for internet use are readily available; the prices and registration processes 

vary a little and you should consider a few different possibilities based on your individual needs. 
 

“Line” is a popular phone app widely used in Thailand.   The main idea is similar to 

Whatsapp: calls and texts through Line are free. Many professors and teachers at Siam 

University prefer communicating with students via Line app. 

 

Calling home from your Thai number 
Ask Thai phone operators or use Google to find the most affordable ways of calling abroad. Most 

operators offer some kind of international discount code (e.g. 005 or 008), which is dialled before 

the actual phone number. The international discount code is placed before the country code, so for 

instance a phone call to Germany would begin with 008 49 instead of the usual +49. 

 

Before calling home, remember to find out which international rates apply to your home country 

with which discount codes (e.g. 001, 007, 008).  If you call without a discount code, the price can be 

over 2 €/min, but with an international discount code, the price can drop dramatically. 

 

Calling from your home country to your local Thai number 
It is possible to call to a Thai number with less than 10 cents per minute with using a discount code. 

Companies offering discount calls are e.g. 01015 (Germany) and TeleAle (Finland). For making the 

discount calls your friends and family need to dial the discount code + country code + your Thai 

number (e.g. 01015 66 12345678). 

 

The discount codes are usually not valid when sending text messages.   

http://www.01015.com/
http://www.teleale.com/
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15 INSURANCE 

 

 

Most travel insurances are only 

valid up to 3 months at a time so you 

have to find this out from your insurance 

company. Normally you pay a little extra for 

prolonging the insurance. 

 

You might be asked to give out your 

insurance information to SU. It’s quite 

common in developing countries that the 

hospitals don’t treat a patient, even in 

serious cases, if they don’t have any 

evidence of insurance. 

 

Ask your insurance company about the kind of 

traveler’s insurance they offer and whether or 

not it can be combined affordably with, say, 

home insurance.  

 

If you’re planning on participating 

in extreme sports, such as diving, surfing, 

bungee jumping, rock climbing, hang-gliding or 

parachuting, remember to ask which activities 

your insurance policy will cover. Most often 

traveler’s insurance does not cover extreme 

sports and additional insurance policies 

can be quite pricy. 

 

You can ask your insurance company whether 

they have agreements with any of the 

hospitals at the destination. If they do, the 

hospital can invoice your insurance company 

directly when you show them your traveler’s 

insurance card. You can also pay for the 

medical bills yourself and have your insurance 

company reimburse you after you return 

home. Usually hospitals will not invoice 

insurance companies of minor operations. 

 

You might also want to consider 

flight cancellation insurance for your 

airline tickets when booking the flights. Most 

travel companies require a doctor’s certificate 

to prove that you are cancelling your flight 

because of health reasons.  

 

 

 

Asia Exchange recommends two travel insurance providers: STAY Travel 

Insurance of HanseMerkur and Worldnomads.  

 

 

 

Worldnomads is a qualified global travel insurance provider, with coverage for extreme sports 

and other adventurous activities. You can get an insurance from Worldnomads even if you are 

already travelling. Click here to learn more. 

 

 

  

Every student is required to make sure that their insurance policies are in order 

before going abroad. Make sure your insurance is valid for the entire study 

abroad period! 

http://www.worldnomads.com/index.aspx?affiliate=4s14ex&subid=&utm_source=4s14ex&utm_medium=textlink&utm_campaign=easy_url&_wat_id=48d65dd3c80044f2bc1e5b99aea3793f_1
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HanseMerkur is one of the biggest insurance companies in 

Germany. Their products are not limited to Germans, however, 

but can be booked by everyone everywhere at an equal price. 

Their insurances are suitable for all types of shorter and longer 

stays abroad, whether studying, interning, working or traveling. 

All kinds of extreme sports are covered as well. The insurance is 

flexible and can be always extended from abroad in case you 

decide to stay longer. The health insurance of HanseMerkur is 

the most affordable insurance of its kind and only available via 

Asia Exchange. Find all terms and conditions as well as fees and 

benefits on our website. There you will also find information on 

other products such as flight cancellation and luggage 

insurances. 

 

 

16 HEALTH CARE SERVICES IN BANGKOK AND THAILAND 

 
In Asia, especially in the larger cities and tourist areas, the health care services are of Western 

standards and most hospitals have employees who speak fluent English. 
 

The most common illnesses that travelers encounter are stomach flu, dehydration 

and colds caused by the excessive use of air conditioning. It’s easy to avoid these illnesses by taking 

care of hand hygiene, choosing your restaurants carefully, drinking enough fluids (bottled water and 

sports drinks) and not turning the AC on too high. Tropical countries also have some more exotic 

illnesses and the local health care providers will have the best knowledge about them. 

 

o Diarrhea, food poisoning, sunburns and the incorrect use of air conditioning are the main 

reasons for illness. (Adjusting the AC to 21 degrees Celsius makes the indoor air much 

colder.) 

o Remember to drink enough water and take care of hand hygiene.  

o The most reliable places to eat out are the ones favored by the locals, even though they 

might seem a bit untidy to the Western eye. 

 

  

http://www.asiaexchange.org/information/travel-insurance/travel-health-insurance/
http://www.asiaexchange.org/information/travel-insurance/travel-health-insurance/
http://www.asiaexchange.org/information/travel-insurance/travel-health-insurance/
http://www.asiaexchange.org/information/travel-insurance/travel-health-insurance/
http://www.asiaexchange.org/information/travel-insurance/travel-health-insurance/
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In Bangkok you can get good treatment and service from various hospitals. Here is the contact 

information of some hospitals in Bangkok: 

 
 

Bangkok Hospital 

2 Soi Soonvijai 7, New Petchburi Rd, 

Huaykwang, 

10320 BANGKOK 

Tel: +66 2 310 3101 

Fax: +66 2 310 3367 

 

 

Bumrungrad Hospital 

33, Soi 3, Sukhumvit Rd., 

10110 BANGKOK 

Tel: +66 2 667 1000 

Fax: +66 2 667 2028 

 

Samitivej Sukhumvit Hospital 

133 Sukhumwith Soi 49, 

Klongtan, Phrakhanong 

10110 BANGKOK 

Tel: +66 2 711 8000 

Fax:+66 2 391 1290 

 

Vibhavadi Hospital 

51/3 Ngamwongwan Rd, 

Bangkhen 

10900 BANGKOK  

Tel: +66 2 561 1258, 67, +66 2 941 2800 

Fax: +66 2 561 1838, +66 2 561 7466 

http://www.vibhavadi.com 

 

 

PHARMACIES 
You can buy a wide variety of medications at the pharmacies with the help of the trained staff. You 

can even buy antibiotics without a prescription. However, it is not recommended to take antibiotics 

without consulting a doctor first. 

 

 VACCINATIONS AND ALLERGIES 
 

Make sure that your vaccinations are up-to-date before going abroad. 
 

In addition to the basic vaccinations (MMR and 

diphtheria-tetanus), travelers are most often 

advised to get vaccinated against Hepatitis A 

and B. Other vaccinations are most often 

optional and their necessity depends on the 

final destination, the length of the stay and 

other possible travel destinations.  

 

Vaccination matters always depend on the 

individual, so remember to consult your 

physician. Inform your doctor if you are 

planning on spending longer periods of time 

in rural areas, or if you already know of some 

destinations you will be visiting, because such 

matters might affect the vaccinations you 

need. 

 

Some vaccinations can also be bought in Asia 

and they might be cheaper there than in your 

home country (for example, Japanese 

encephalitis and Malaria), but keep in mind 

that it might take a while for the immunity to 

develop. Ask your doctor for more 

information. 

 

 

If you have some sort of allergy, it is a good idea to have proof of it on a paper written in Thai. 

You can then show this paper in restaurants.  

 

  

http://www.vibhavadi.com/
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17 FREE-TIME AND TRAVELING 
 

Bangkok and Thailand offer excellent opportunities for all kinds of different activities. In addition to 

sunbathing you can travel to nearby islands, bungee jump, visit a nature reserve, rock climb, play 

golf, get a massage, go shopping, watch Thai boxing, see the latest movies for a couple of euros, go 

bowling, try carting, go clubbing, work out at the gym, try some new culinary experiences etc. etc. 

You can take part in all these activities and much more after getting settled! 
 

Bangkok offers wonderful travel opportunities to nearby cities, paradise islands, beaches and 

neighbouring countries. The best ways to travel are by bus, train, taxi or boat. If your destination is 

further away, choose a budget airline (AirAsia is the most popular, it has been voted the world’s best 

low-cost airline). If you’re planning on going on a longer trip, it’s best to go either before your study 

program begins, after it has ended or when classes are not in session. If you’ve planned a trip that 

overlaps with your classes make sure to inform the university of your absence and let them know 

where you are going.  

 

As a student it is easy to get cheap flight tickets in Asia. Asia Exchange recommends STA Travel, an 

agency offering flights tailored to our study abroad programs and with special benefits for our 

students. It is also easy to change your flight dates in case you decide to stay longer and travel after 

your semester abroad. Many former Asia Exchange students have booked their flights via STA Travel 

and were very happy with their flexibility. Get a flight offer free of charge by filling out this contact 

form or get more information first on our website.  

 

Many students have taken up diving during their exchange in Thailand. If you’re also interested in 

experiencing the world under the sea in some of the world’s clearest waters, you should contact 

Raya Divers, which is one of the most reliable diving centers in Southeast Asia. You can find more 

information online. The diving courses in Thailand are much more affordable than e.g. in European 

countries and as an added bonus, Raya Divers offers Asia Exchange students a 15 % discount on 

diving courses. 
 

Scandinavian Vikings are a (European) football team in Bangkok. The players come mainly from 

Nordic countries and the team plays in the Bangkok Casuals League. You should have some 

background playing football because the weekly games are competitive. Voluntary practices are held 

once a week. Check out the websites for more information or ask Johan Muhlman 

johanbkk@yahoo.com.  

 

  

http://bildungsreisen.statravel.de/unsere-bildungsreisen/auslandspraktikum/fluganfrage-asiaexchange_en
http://bildungsreisen.statravel.de/unsere-bildungsreisen/auslandspraktikum/fluganfrage-asiaexchange_en
http://www.asiaexchange.org/information/traveling/
http://www.rayadivers.com/
http://www.scandinavianvikings.com/
https://www.facebook.com/bkkcasualsfootball/
mailto:johanbkk@yahoo.com
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18 GOING DEEPER THAN SURFACE IN BANGKOK 

 

 
(Translated excerpt from Bluewings magazine, November 2009) 

 

A hasty traveler can see Bangkok in two days in 

the temples of the old town and in the 

shopping centers of Siam Square. But that’s 

nothing more than the fanfare.  

 

You haven’t truly caught the essence of 

Bangkok until you’ve seen the sun set behind 

the tower of the Wat Arun temple, turning the 

Mother of Waters to the color of wine, drank 

too much in the backpacker pubs on Khao San 

Road and awoken at dawn to the mystical 

moments, when Chinese in pajamas walk 

backwards in the parks and monks dressed in 

orange roam the streets with their prayer 

bowls. 

 

To truly know the pulse of Bangkok, you’ve had 

to ride on a motorcycle taxi swerving in the 

opposite lane and trespass with a long tail boat 

into Thonburi, a twin city located across the 

river, where people still live as they did one 

hundred years ago, in wooden houses on stilts 

built along the canals. 

 

 

You haven’t witnessed the enchantment of 

Bangkok until you’ve found a new religion at 

the Thai Massage at the Wat Po Temple, 

listened to jazz in the sky bar of the State 

Tower, paid 80 euros for a lobster-filled dinner 

buffet at one of the best hotels in the world, 

the Oriental, wept chili-filled tears of joy in the 

plastic chair of a restaurant which you can’t 

recall, after eating a delicious green curry, 

which only cost 50 cents. 

 

You’ve begun to understand Bangkok once you 

see the beauty among the chaos: you notice a 

picturesque little bridge going over a smelly 

canal, or a tiki villa, hiding in the shadows of a 

skyscraper, surrounded by a mass of electric 

cables, as if they were the web of a giant spider. 

 

You can say you know Bangkok, when you’re 

ready to admit that you’ve only just scraped 

the surface. Bangkok is a city of the 

subconscious, a jumble expanding in every 

direction, with a new surprise waiting around 

each corner. 
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19 NETWORKING AND SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

 

 

 

o In addition to our website, you'll find lots of general facts about Bangkok on Wikipedia: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/en/Bangkok 

o Wikipedia is also a good source for information on Thailand: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thailand 

o Forum containing useful information about Thailand: www.thaivisa.com/forum  

o It's useful to have a travel guide book such as e.g. Lonely Planet or Rough Guide. For the 

Finnish travelers we warmly recommend also ”Kansainvälisen seikkailijan opas” travel book 

from Madventures. 

 

 

FACEBOOK 

 You can find us on Facebook at 

http://www.facebook.com/asiaexchange  

If you yet haven’t liked our Facebook page 

or become friends with us, do it now and stay up-

to-date with all the latest stories from Asia! 

 

Please also join the Facebook group of your 

own program. You can look for roommates or 

share information of flights etc., if you wish so. The 

group is international, so please be considerate of 

other group members and use English when 

posting there.  

 

Finnish students: Join the Facebook group 

created by the Finnish embassy in Thailand for 

both Finnish students in Thailand as well as Thai 

students in Finland: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/22926958078

4553/ 

Become Facebook friends with us! 

We will inform you on matters 

connected to your study abroad 

semester on Facebook as well. 

Join the Facebook group for your 

semester and become friends 

with our staff.   

 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thailand
http://www.thaivisa.com/forum
http://www.facebook.com/asiaexchange
https://www.facebook.com/groups/229269580784553/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/229269580784553/
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20 HINTS FROM PREVIOUS ASIA EXCHANGE STUDENTS 

 

 

 
“Don't bring too much stuff from your home country.” 

 

“Go abroad with an open mind because it's a fact that 

you will be confronted with things that differ from what 

you've used to. Try to learn from these new experiences 

and do not focus on just the negative things. That way 

you'll get a lot more out of your time in lovely Asia.“ 

 

“Read Asia Exchange's web site and info, it helps a lot! 

And as soon as you learn some Thai, try to use it when 

speaking to locals.” 

 

“Show respect for the lecturers and be active!" 

 

"Be open-minded and remember that your own 

attitude plays the most important role - let that be 

positive!" 

 

”Be active with everything from finding accommodation 

to meeting new people.” 

 

”Get to know the other exchange students and locals 

whenever possible.” 

 

”Conceptions of time and personal agreements are 

flexible.” 

 

”It’s important to be active and be adventurous!” 

 

 “Be interested in the courses you attend.”  

 

”When in Rome, do as the Romans do.” 
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21 CONCLUSIONS 

 

Remember to read the student’s checklist 

on our website to make sure you have taken 

care of the necessary arrangements. 

 

Even though Bangkok is a well-known tourist 

destination, this program is not all fun and 

games. No study abroad experience would be 

complete without some minor setbacks, not to 

mention meeting the demands of the host 

university. However, usually the memories that 

last a lifetime are of the new friends made and 

the wonderful experiences shared while 

abroad.  

 

 

We’re pleased to be able to make this Life Changing Experience possible for 

you! 
 

"I can’t think of a single reason why not to study abroad in Thailand. My choice of destination was excellent and I 

would go there again. Studying abroad is a great chance to live in Asia – don’t miss your opportunity” 

Henna, on exchange at Siam University 

 

”Don’t resist anything while you are abroad or think that your culture’s way of doing things is better than the Asian 

ways. As Bob Dylan so eloquently sang, ‘Don’t criticize what you can’t understand.’  

 

Embrace those things that are uncomfortable, those things that don’t make sense, those things that are frustrating. 

Those are the things that will teach you the most. 

 

Study hard, learn as much as you can both culturally and academically, but always remember to make time for 

putting that cultural knowledge to use. Study, travel, grow and live in the moment. Nothing could be more important 

than all of these.” 

Lacey, studying abroad in Thailand 

 

Enjoyable study abroad experiences, 

Your Asia Exchange team 

 

 
International students at Siam University   

https://asiaexchange.org/information/students-checklist/
https://asiaexchange.org/information/students-checklist/
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22 ANNEX 1: MAP OF THE CAMPUS 

 
Siam University campus comprises of 20 main 

buildings with a total floor area of roughly 

140,000 square meters. 

 

Building 1 
Administration Building: University Council Conference 

Room; radio broadcasting studio; Public Relation 

Department; Office of Finance and Accounting 

Department 

 

Building 2 
classrooms; language laboratories, Se–Ed bookstore, 

Post Office, first aid center, Thai Military Bank; office of 

BBA Inter Business 

 

Building 3 
Dr. Narong Mongkhon-vanit Memorial Building: 7 

computer laboratories with 35 work stations each, 

hotel and tourism operating room, graduate school 

library, Office of Graduate School, teaching and 

learning facilities center, teacher offices, classrooms, 

and Purchasing Department. 

 

Building 4 
Thai-style building: cultural office, hotel and tourism 

operating room, television operating room 1, physics laboratories, demonstrated court, photography and movie 

production house, teacher offices and classrooms. On the ground floor is canteen. 

 

Building 8 
Thai-style building: cultural office, hotel and tourism operating room, television operating room 1, physics laboratories, 

demonstrated court, photography and movie production house, teacher offices and classrooms. On the ground floor is 

canteen. 

 

Building 12: Central library 
The Royal Majesty Jubilee Building: a 10-story building with 15,000 m2 area.  Office of the President, Office of Academic 

Affairs, Office of Educational Services, central library with 3,500 square meter area, auditorium with the capacity of 1,500 

people, seminar room with the capacity of 250 people, demonstrated bank operating room, cafeteria, lecture rooms, mini 

meeting room and teacher offices. 

 

Building 14 
Faculty of Science Building (a 5 – story reinforced concrete building with 3,000 square meter area): Faculty of Science, 

Faculty of Nursing, teacher offices, seminar rooms, food science laboratories, chemical laboratories, computer center for 

engineering and science. 

 

Building 15 - internet center 
Lecture Building- is the 5 – story reinforced concrete building with 3,500 square meter area. It contains lecture rooms, 

internet center with 350 personal computers, and teacher offices. 

 

Building 16: Canteen 
New Canteen- is the 1 – story steel - structured building. It is used as the canteen for the students and teachers. 
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Building 17 
Students’ Clubs Building- is the 4 – story reinforced concrete building. It houses Guidance and Placement Division, office 

of student union, 7-eleven shop, office of student clubs, and Siam University guest house. 

 

Building 18 
Electrical Engineering Operation Building- is the 4 – story reinforced concrete building. It houses power electricity 

experiment and analysis laboratory, fiber glass cable communication system, computer hardware operating room, and 

electronic laboratory. 

 

Building 19 
The Royal Majesty Jubilee Building (a 19–story reinforced concrete building): University Council Conference Room, Office 

of the President, state-of-the-art auditorium/theater room, Siam Heritage Lounge, mini – dummy hotel, office of 

International BBA Hotel & Tourism office of International MBA; Office of Graduate School, research office and lecture 

rooms; 700-vehicle car park. 

 

Building 20: Siam University Sport Complex 
The sports center is located at the back of the university, at the left hand corner of Building 19, with a large open space for 

parking. The sports center serves all students with free basket and volley balls, badminton rackets and ping pong rackets. 

The students of Siam University can use the fitness gym and play almost all indoor games inside the center, as well as 

outdoor games outside the center. 
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23 ANNEX 2: ASIA EXCHANGE – Study Abroad 

Organization 

 

 
 

Asia Exchange (AE) offers opportunities for 

participating in academic study abroad semesters at 

internationally accredited Asian universities. AE’s 

focus is in supporting student mobility, increasing 

general knowledge on Asia and alleviating the 

administrative work for home and host universities 

as well as the students. 

 

STUDY ABROAD IN ASIA 
The bilateral agreements and other networks 

between partner universities in different 

countries are the backbone of student 

mobility. And yet, services that complement 

this exchange are needed all over the world.  

Asia Exchange offers students the opportunity 

to study abroad in carefully selected Asian 

universities. Our mission is to encourage 

students to go global through a channel that 

best suits their individual needs. 

 
Asia Exchange 

Study Abroad Provider 

 

 

EMPHASIS ON ASIA AND 

INTERNATIONALIZATION  
The growing importance of Asia in our global 

world is a fact. Study abroad semesters in 

regions that are only going to grow in 

importance in the future are investments both 

in the students’ and their respective home 

countries’ futures. Asian universities are 

putting more and more emphasis in study 

programs taught in English to both enrich 

their curricula and better accommodate the 

international students and integrate them 

with their own students. 

 

“Asia is probably the most dynamic continent in 

the world, and economically it presents endless 

opportunities. The centre of gravity is moving 

towards the East.” 
Alexander Stubb, 

Former Prime Minister of Finland 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A message from the Managing Director 
 

Dear student considering Asia,  

Besides interesting studies and beautiful environment, a semester abroad in Asia offers life-long memories. After 

returning to your own country you will see things differently and take the spirit of Asia with you further to your life. Asia’s 

importance in the world is constantly increasing. The overall experience of the study abroad semester will definitely be 

beneficial for you also in the future. Knowledge on Asia is a priceless asset in the competitive work environment of the 

globalized world.  

 

Enjoy your time at home and live in the moment when you are abroad! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

HARRI SUOMINEN 

Managing Director, 

Asia Exchange   
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OPPORTUNITIES AWAIT IN ASIA  
Asia is an inviting environment for 

experiencing different cultures and gives 

students the chance to learn about the world’s 

fastest growing economies. Studying in Asia is 

likely to be an enlightening experience, the 

world outside the lecture halls also playing its 

part in building an understanding of different 

cultures. Asia offers a multitude of 

employment opportunities. Having studied or 

interned there can give one an edge when 

entering the workforce; whether it is in Asia or 

somewhere else. 

The tuition fees in Asia are reasonable. Even 

still, the home universities play a key role in 

supporting every student interested in going 

abroad and helping the student find a host 

university that suits their individual needs. 

Students gaining experience of destinations 

which will continue to have a culturally, 

politically and economically significant role in 

the future is mutually beneficial for all parties.  

 

THE CHALLENGES IN STUDENT 

MOBILITY 
Despite the increased internationalisation of 

students, not everyone is able to find a 

suitable study abroad destination through 

their own university; 

 

Harri Suominen 
Managing Director and 

co-founder of Asia Exchange 

 
“All the greatest 

experiences in my life are 

linked to Asia. That’s why I also encourage other 

people to grab onto their life-changing 

opportunities. Seek your passions, follow your 

dreams and believe in yourself. Be active, work 

hard and remember to enjoy the everyday things 

in life. Put in use what you learn and everything is 

possible!” 

 

 

And sometimes they are simply left outside 

the placement quotas. Still interested in 

studying abroad, these ‘free mover’ students 

usually have to go through a difficult, 

expensive and time-consuming process to 

ensure a potential host university can 

accommodate them for a semester, as well as 

provide them with courses and credits that 

can be transferred to their home universities. 

The students also have to find out about 

travelling, insurances, vaccinations, 

scholarships, visas etc. on their own.  

AE’s purpose is to fill in the information gap 

and act as a bridge between the students and 

the foreign host universities. The AE staff 

advises on academic and practical matters, 

thus reducing the administrative work load 

for all parties involved. By 2016, over 3000 

students from more than 200 universities 

from all over the world will already have 

participated in study abroad semesters with 

the help of AE. 

 

THE CONCEPT OF ASIA 

EXCHANGE  
Asia Exchange was founded in 2007 in 

Finland. It is a dynamic study abroad 

organization that stresses the importance of 

encouraging students to become more 

international and gain experiences and 

knowledge of the industry and culture in 

Asia’s growing economies.  

 

The courses at the host universities are held in 

English by lecturers who often have an 

international background and the studies 

often include workshops and visits to local 

businesses. AE also invites charity 

organizations, business people and 

ambassadors to come meet with the 

exchange students. The most distinguished 

students are awarded AE scholarships after 

the exchange.  

On top of offering study abroad semesters, 

AE also offers the possibility to apply for 

studying a whole degree in Asia. 
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FOR WHOM IS ASIA EXCHANGE 

INTENDED?  
Asia Exchange is ideal for students interested 

in Asia, but who are not able to find suitable 

study abroad options via their own 

universities or are left outside the placement 

quotas. While most of the participants are 

students of business, technology, social 

sciences, law, arts or tourism, students from 

other fields of study also take part and are 

given the opportunity to take interesting 

minor study courses in an international 

environment. 

 

Studying abroad in Asia combines academics, 

exotic and warm environment, affordable 

price level, metropolises, world’s fastest 

growing economies, friendly people and 

diverse cultures. In Asia students can get hold 

of opportunities that can translate into Life 

Changing Experiences. 

 

Tuomas Kauppinen 
Academic Director and 

co-founder of Asia Exchange 

 
“Study abroad semesters 

have enabled so many unbelievably things in my 

career and personal life. Everyone should study 

abroad at least once. The only thing that I regret is 

that I didn’t go on a study abroad semester for a 

third time. Asia is the number one destination of 

this century.” 

 

THE SERVICES OF ASIA EXCHANGE  
The students receive a study abroad 

placement as well as AE’s services and 

information on the host universities and cities. 

AE gives advice on all 

practical arrangements and takes care of the 

mailing of applications, acceptance letters, 

transcript credits and the invoicing of tuition 

fees. 

 However, Asia Exchange is not a travel 

agency; students are responsible for making 

their own travel arrangements, all a part of the 

study abroad experience.  

AE focuses on tackling the logistic, 

information and quality gaps sometimes 

associated with free mover exchange 

semesters. 

 

CREDIT TRANSFERS AND 

SCHOLARSHIPS  
The decisions about scholarships and 

transferring credits are made by the home 

universities. AE encourages students to plan 

their studies carefully and to include the 

course syllabi, available on the AE website, in 

their study plans to help their home 

universities make decisions about transferring 

credits. The services offered by AE, as well as 

its role as a representative for Asian 

universities, most often decrease the 

administrative duties of the home universities. 

 

CHARITY  
Charity work is also an important part of Asia 

Exchange. Charity projects help deepen 

exchange students’ understanding of their 

chosen destination. AE donates a part of the 

tuition fees to organisations that support 

education and children in our host university 

countries. In Indonesia and Thailand, Asia 

Exchange works with orphanages that the 

exchange students can also visit. 

 
“We’ve heard great things about Asia Exchange, particularly about the programs in Indonesia and Thailand.” 
Andy Wilcox, Business Associate, The Harvard Advocate, Harvard University 

 

 

To find out more about 

Asia Exchange, please visit us at www.asiaexchange.org 
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