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STUDY ABROAD PROGRAMS 1 PREFACE 

 

DEAR STUDENT HEADING TO TAIWAN, 

 

The beginning of your studies at Shih Chien 

University is approaching. I truly want to 

congratulate you on making the great 

decision of studying abroad in as exotic and 

dynamic a destination as Taipei, Taiwan. 

Besides interesting studies, a semester abroad 

in the mega-metropolis of Taipei offers life-

long memories. After returning back home, 

you will see things from a new perspective and 

take the spirit of Taiwan with you into your 

future life, too. 

 

Asia’s importance in the world is constantly 

increasing. The overall experience of the study 

abroad semester will definitely be beneficial 

for you in the future.  Knowledge of Asia is 

truly an asset in the competitive work 

environment of the globalized world. 

 

In this Guide we have gathered vital 

information and some useful tips for a smooth 

start of your study abroad experience. The 

contents of this Guide have been affected by 

the feedback from previous students.  

 

 

 
 

We hope you find it useful. We’re looking 

forward to hearing your feedback as well, both 

during and after your study abroad semester. 

Enjoy your time in Taipei, Taiwan! 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 

 

 
Harri Suominen Asia Exchange 

Managing Director  Vuorikatu 3 

info@asiaexchange.org 33100 Tampere Finland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

“ 
Asia is probably the most 

dynamic continent in the world 

and economically it presents 

endless opportunities. The center 

of gravity is moving towards the 

East. 
 
- Alexander Stubb, former Minister of Foreign 

Affairs, Finland (Blue Wings Magazine) 

mailto:info@asiaexchange.org
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2 HOST UNIVERSITY – SHIH CHIEN UNIVERSITY 

 

 
 

Shih Chien University, formerly known as Shih 

Chien College of Home Economics, is a private 

university located in the heart of Taipei, 

Taiwan. Over the years, the institution evolved 

from a junior college to an institution with the 

power to grant Bachelor’s degrees and was 

renamed Shih Chien College of Design and 

Management in 1991. In 1997, the institution 

was promoted to university status. 

 

Shih Chien University is comprised of 2 

campuses, made up of 5 colleges that are 

further divided into 33 different departments. 

Home to approximately 16,000 students and 

700 staff, Shih Chien strives to deliver the best 

education possible to its students. Shih Chien 

has been ranked among the top 60 design 

schools in the world with the master’s program 

in industrial design having achieved a top 30 

rank.  

Taipei is a bustling, international, modern 

metropolis that combines an ancient heritage 

with a modern outlook on life.  

Fittingly therefore, Shih Chien specializes in 

integrating old ways of life with new ones. 

Courses integrate humanities with the latest 

technology to provide students with a wide 

outlook not just on their studies, but on life as 

well.  

 

There are two campuses in Shih Chien 

University, one in Taipei and one in Kaohsiung. 

Your studies will take place in the Taipei 

campus, located in the Zhongshan district (中山

區). The swimming pool and numerous sports 

fields on the campus are all accessible with a 

student card.  

 

The central location of the campus combined 

with multiple options for public transportation 

in Taipei ensure that students can access 

attractions, shopping areas, restaurants, and 

night life with ease.   

 

 

 

 

UNIVERSITY’S ADDRESS: 

 

Shih Chien University 

70 Dazhi St. 

Zhongshan District,  

Taipei City 10462,  Taiwan 

 

UNIVERSITY’S ADDRESS IN CHINESE: 

 

實踐大學 

10462 台北市中山區大直街 70 號 

PLEASE READ THIS GUIDE CAREFULLY! 

▪ The information in this Guide is subject to change without further notice (e.g. the visa 

matters). 

▪ Please check the latest information from official sources. 
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3 VISAS 

 

In Europe, one can normally travel abroad quite 

freely but in Asia, a visa is needed. Taiwanese 

authorities require you to have a passport and 

a visa for long-term residency and studying. 

The information in this document is general so 

please contact the Taiwanese embassy or Taipei 

Representative Office in your home country for 

further information before applying for a visa.  

 

Applying for a visa is different from 

country to country, sometimes even 

from one official to another. AE 

recommends that students acquire a visa 

before leaving for the destination. 

Applying for a visa is part of the 

preparations for your study abroad 

semester. We recommend to always apply 

for a visa at the Taiwanese embassy or 

Taipei Representative Office of your 

home country. 

 

Students studying in Taiwan for less than 

180 days must apply for a visitor visa. You 

can choose to apply either for a single-entry or 

a multiple entry visitor visa. 

 

Single entry visas allow you a single entry 

to Taiwan and require you to re-apply for a new 

visa if you leave the country during your stay.  

 

Multiple entry visas allow you to enter and 

leave the country an unlimited amount of times 

while the visa is active. Even though Asia 

Exchange recommends that you stay in Taiwan 

for the duration of the semester, however if 

you plan on traveling to other countries during 

your time on exchange you should apply for the 

multiple entry visa. 

 

Students studying in Taiwan for more than 

180 days are required to apply for a resident 

visa. 

 

o Before applying for a resident visa students 

need to undergo a health check and fill 

out this form. 

 

o Once the resident visa has been approved 

students need to register within 15 days 

of their arrival at the National 

Immigration Agency in Taipei and apply 

for an Alien Resident Certificate (ARC) 

and a re-entry permit. 

 

o These documents then allow you to stay in 

Taiwan as well as multiple exits and re-

entries during their validity period.  

 

Always check the latest updates about 

applying for visas, the required documents, as 

well as the opening hours of the 

embassy/representative office, on their website 

or by calling them directly. Embassies and 

representative offices are open according to the 

public holidays of the country they represent, as 

well as the holidays of the country where they 

are located. 

 

We recommend that you have a look at the visa 

instructions on our web page. There you can 

find more up to date information on Taiwanese 

student visas.  

 

Take copies of your passport. It’s also 

advised to have electronic copies of your 

passport and other important documents on 

your computer, e-mail, and an USB stick. 

 

  

https://asiaexchangeorg.r.worldssl.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/8.-Health-Certificate-for-Residence-application.pdf
https://www.asiaexchange.org/information/visas-and-passports/taiwan-visa/
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4 ARRIVAL IN TAIPEI 

 

4.1 REGISTERING WITH THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

We recommend that all students register their trip at their home country’s embassy or ministry for 

foreign affairs before the start of the study abroad program. Once you have a local cell phone plan, 

you can inform your local embassy of your Taiwanese phone number, too. Most countries offer citizens 

the possibility of registering online. 

 

The registration includes giving out personal data, contact information for the duration of your trip, 

and information about your stay abroad. The information is used in cases of emergencies. All 

independent travelers are advised to register their trips. 

 

4.2 MAKING YOUR WAY HOME FROM THE AIRPORT 

Most flights coming in to Taipei arrive at the Taoyuan International airport. Located in Taoyuan 

about 40 kilometers from Taipei, there are multiple options for you to get to your transportation from 

there.  

  

PICK-UP SERVICE 
Shih Chien University offers a pick-up service for incoming students. Volunteers will meet you at 

the airport and bring you to the university and help you register on campus. This is a great way to get 

to Taipei without a hassle and also to meet locals immediately! The cost of the pickup service is 

around 1000 NTD. 

 

MRT  
The airport MRT runs directly from Taoyuan airport to Taipei Main 

Station. The MRT can be reached from both Terminal 1 and Terminal 2. The 

cost of a one-way trip is 160 NTD.   

The USC campus is located along the MRT Wenhu Line (Dazhi Station). To 

reach the campus, exit the station through Exit 1 and walk along Dazhi 

Street until you reach USC.  

 

BUS 
Buses run from outside the airport to numerous locations in Taipei. Bus 

1819 to Taipei Main Station provides the best options for further 

connections. Other buses to the city center are: 1960 East Bus, 1961 West 

Bus, and 5201. Buses that go to the city, but not the center are: 1840, 1841, 

1843. Fares for these buses range from 60 NTD to 150 NTD. The bus stops 

closest to the USC campus are Dazhi stop on Beian Road and Dazhi Gas 

Station on Mingshui Road. 

 

TAXI 
There are always taxis outside the airport willing to take you to the city. 

Taxis in Taiwan are trustworthy, so you don’t need to be on the lookout for 

them trying to scam you. However, most taxi drivers do not speak English, 

so be prepared to have your address written down in Chinese for them. 

Taxi trips to the city are usually at least a 1000 NTD. Uber is also popular 

in Taipei.  
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5 ACCOMMODATION 

 

5.1 CAMPUS ACCOMMODATION 

In the application form you indicated whether you’d like to stay in the Huan-Shan dorm or search for 

off-campus accommodation. You have also made a choice between a double or quadruple room for 

the Huan-Shan dorm. Please note that the availability of dorm rooms is subject to change and you 

can find the latest information on our website. Asia Exchange cannot guarantee accommodation 

on behalf of the university. In case there are no rooms available in the dormitory, students will 

be responsible for arranging their own accommodation. Shih Chien University confirms the 

dormitory room situation still closer to the start of the semester. 

Since there are a limited amount of rooms, the room type you had chosen in the 

application form may not be changed afterwards. In case you want to change your room type, inform 

us at least one month before the start of the semester. We cannot promise however that the late room 

requests will be accepted.  

The Huan-Shan dormitory is located approximately 10 to 

15 minutes away from the campus by bus. Nearby you can find 

numerous restaurants, 24/7 convenience stores and a Youbike 

station.  

You can choose between a double room or a quadruple room. 

The rent for the double room is 35,000 NTD per semester and for 

the quadruple room 27,000 NTD per semester. You must pay a 

room deposit (500NTD, 6/2018) when you arrive at the dorm. 

Usually the rent for the whole stay also needs to be paid upon 

arrival. You can ask whether it’s possible to pay e.g. only one 

month at a time if you’re planning to search for an off-campus 

accommodation for the rest of the semester. You can pay in cash 

(recommended) or with card (VISA, UnionPay, Mastercard). A 

separate commission fee may apply when paying by card. 

 

 

Dormitory rooms, both double and quadruple, are 

equipped with single beds, a desk, a chair, a closet, an air-

conditioner, Wi-Fi, and fixed internet. Electricity is included in 

the rent, but students pay extra for the use of the air 

conditioner. Double rooms have their own bathroom and 

shower, quadruple rooms have shared toilets and showers. 

Students are required to bring their own bed linens and 

mattresses. The laundry facilities (10 NTD per machine use), 

television, refrigerator and a water dispenser are shared with 

other residents.  

Students can move into the dorms on the earliest official 

registration day, which is approximately 3 days before the semester starts, and need to move out 

on the last official day of the semester unless announced otherwise. 

Huan-Shan Dorm ,  

 

Address: 

No. 46, Section 1, 

Huanshan Road, 

Neihu District, Taipei 

City, Taiwan 114  

 

Address in Chinese: 

114 台北市內湖區一

段環山路 46 號 

https://www.asiaexchange.org/information/accommodation/taipei/
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5.2 OFF-CAMPUS ACCOMMODATION 

Usually most students choose to live in the dormitories offered by the university, but many also choose 

to find an apartment off-campus. Taipei has numerous English language websites providing short 

term accommodation for people coming to Taipei. Most foreign students in Taipei prefer to stay in 

the Da’an area, more specifically the areas of Shida and Gongguan. Located close to three large 

universities, you can find plenty of affordable restaurants, shops, and bars in these areas. Another 

highlight is the Shida Night Market, great for shopping and eating! Do note that it takes about 40 

minutes to an hour to reach the campus from Da’an.   

 

SOME OPTIONS AND OTHER TIPS:  

▪ Rental Websites:  

▪ Rental Taiwan 

▪ Tealit  

▪ My Room Abroad 

▪ Facebook groups (some examples): 

▪ Taipei Apartment Rentals 

▪ Taiwan Apartments and Roommates 

 

 

OTHER TIPS:  

o Sharing a flat with multiple exchange students is a popular option 

o Check/ask where the nearest MRT station is, as the MRT in Taipei works very well, especially if 

you don’t need to change the line.  

o Prices increase the closer you are to an MRT station, so an apartment right next to one may not 

be the best idea. However, living in a fairly close proximity to one certainly is. 

o Youbikes are a great, convenient and cheap way to get around Taipei, check if you your 

apartment is close to a Youbike station. A Youbike rental can be easily paid with an Easycard.  

o Most apartments in Taipei do not have a communal trash bin. Instead a garbage truck comes 

around at a set time every week to collect residents’ garbage. Ask your landlord when the time is 

for your apartment. 

 

  

https://www.rentaltw.com/
https://www.rentaltw.com/
https://tealit.com/index.php?view=categoryforlist&sid=31
http://myroomabroad.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/taipei.taiwan.apartment.rentals/about/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Taiwanapartmentsandroommates/about/
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In Asian cultures, it is common to do business 

face-to-face. In Taipei though, most landlords 

will be willing to deal with you via email or 

phone. However, some landlords might insist 

on doing business face to face, though this is 

not something worth worrying about. You can 

easily confirm the housing, the details of the 

lease and the final price after arriving in Taipei.  

 

Remember to make a written 

agreement about the amount of rent 

and what it includes. It’s also a good idea to 

check the apartment before moving in 

and write a list of possible faults. This list can 

then be added to your lease as an appendix. 
 

Remember to check the comfort of the 

neighborhood in general. 

 

If it’s possible to sign the lease on a monthly 

basis, it is worth looking into. Please take into 

account that if you sign a lease for the full 

length of your stay, but wish to change 

accommodation earlier for some reason, it will 

be difficult to get your security deposit back. 

 

While you’re checking out your future 

accommodation, or at the latest when signing 

your lease, remember to find out what the 

policy is for incomplete months (for example, 

if you want to move out before the end of a 

month).  

 

The apartments and rooms may be 

differently equipped even at the same location.  

Not all the locations offer basic household 

amenities, e.g. cutlery and cookware. You can 

ask for them at the reception, but in most cases 

you must buy them at your own expense. 

However, the prices for such products are very 

affordable in Taipei. 

 

Electricity, water, and Internet might need to be 

paid for separately on a monthly basis. 

Extensive use of air conditioner increases 

your electricity bill so pay attention to its use 

from the very beginning. Using the AC 

moderately can substantially reduce your 

electricity bill. For ecological and economic 

reasons, the AC should be turned off when the 

apartment is empty and possibly also during 

the nights. To avoid catching a cold, don’t set 

the air conditioning to be too cold, 25 – 28 

degrees Celsius is a suitable temperature at 

night. 

 

A little hassle is a normal part of 

finding your accommodation. This is 

mainly due to cultural differences and 

different ways of doing business. A good 

sense of humor, a little patience and some 

effort to understand a different culture will help 

sort things out. 

 

Breaking a lease is difficult all around the 

world, also in Taipei. Students should consider 

the apartment they sign up for very carefully as 

well as the breaking of one's lease (in extreme 

situations), which can be a frustrating and 

expensive process. 
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6 GETTING TO KNOW YOUR DESTINATION 

 

We recommend you get to know Taipei and Taiwan beforehand. On top of the 

material we’ve sent you, please familiarize yourself with information online and get hold of a 

good guide book (e.g. Lonely Planet or Rough Guide). You can also check out our blog for 

experiences and information on Taiwan.  

 

A FEW THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND, AND TO NOT GET TOO DISTRESSED ABOUT: 
 

o In Taipei young people generally speak a bit of English. However relatively few older people speak 

English and it can be hard to ask for directions on the street without knowing any Chinese. Get a 

map or use an app on your phone.  

o When traveling outside of the major cities many people cannot speak English at all. However, 

translation apps and friendliness go a long way towards understanding one other.  

o Cultural differences can sometimes lead to small misunderstanding when the use of a direct ‘no’ 

is avoided. 

o Stinky tofu is a popular, yet aptly named food. Don’t be surprised by the stench that you may 

sometimes come across on the street. Stinky tofu tastes much better than it smells, so be sure to 

try some! 

o Chinese food is not necessarily exactly like the food at your local Chinese restaurants – and this 

is usually a very good thing. Instead of individual portions, all dishes are usually meant to be 

shared. By learning how to use chopsticks and taste everything on the table, you will both learn 

how to not scuff down your food and show your taste buds a good time. 

o Taiwanese people are generally very friendly and open to foreigners, don’t hesitate to ask 

for help if needed! 

 

 

7 CONTACTS 

 

SECRETARY OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS  

 

IAN WONG 
 

TELEPHONE: 

+886-2-2538-1111#1162  

 

EMAIL: 

ianwong@g2.usc.edu.tw 

DIRECTOR OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS  

 

ANDY LIU 
 

TELEPHONE: 

+886 (2) 2568-1111#1161 

 

EMAIL: 

102145@g2.usc.edu.tw 
 
  

https://www.asiaexchange.org/blogs/category/taiwan/
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8 STUDIES 

 

Especially in Asian cultures, young people are 

expected to show respect towards older 

people. University lecturers are very high-

profile people in Taiwan and the students are 

expected to respect them. You might be used 

to challenging your professors on lectures, but 

you should be careful with this in a new 

culture. Present your ideas and opinions, but 

please do this with respect. 

 

Try to avoid being even a little late for your 

lectures and don’t call your lecturers by their 

first names, they will usually tell you how they 

should be addressed.  

 

Taiwanese teaching methods are probably 

different from what you are used to. 

Lecturers typically take into account the 

students’ wishes for the content of classes. For 

example, we highly recommend you propose 

studying some practical vocabulary and 

phrases to the Chinese language lecturer. 

After knowing the most important phrases and 

words, ordering at the restaurant and doing 

some shopping is much easier. Also, if you 

know some Chinese, you will usually get a much 

lower price than the tourists. 

 

Be active and participate in the 

classroom! 
 

Besides actively participation in the lectures 

and good performance in exams, different 

workshops and group assignments will affect 

your grades. AE students come from many 

different academic backgrounds so the content 

of certain courses may be more familiar to 

some students than to others.  

Chinese language skills may also differ from 

student to student, but teaching will start from 

the basics.  

 

 

 

The information flow in Asia is not the 

same than in Western countries. Changes in 

lectures are not necessarily told about via email. 

It’s possible, that you sometimes come to the 

university and find out that the lecture has 

been cancelled at the last minute. This is an 

example of a cultural difference that you just 

have to learn to accept.  

 

Studying should be your number one priority 

even though changes in lecture times might 

affect the plans you’ve made for your time off. 

 

Respect the lecturers and try to 

understand and tolerate differences. Going to 

school will help you form daily routines which 

make it easier to dig deeper in the local culture 

and the Taiwanese way of life. 

 

Take part in workshops and study 

excursions. Try to get to know local 

students, not just other exchange students. 

Be an example to other students.  
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OUR FORMER STUDENTS GIVE YOU THESE TIPS FOR THE CLASSROOM AND 

FOR YOUR FREE TIME: 

 

 

8.1 COURSES AND CLASS SCHEDULES 

The lectures begin after the orientation day. You can find an exemplary list of courses on our 

website. Updated course lists will be provided closer to the start of the semester. You will receive 

the detailed course schedule at the orientation. Most likely there will be some changes in the schedule 

during the semester.  

 

Lectures generally last either 2 or 3 hours, depending on how many credits are offered for the 

course.  

 

8.2 ATTENDANCE 

As in most universities all over the world, you are required to attend classes in Taiwan. If you know 

that you will be absent from a class, you should let your lecturer know. We recommend you to 

always attend classes. You will have enough time for other activities after the classes. 

 

8.3 OTHER STUDENTS AND 

INTERNATIONALIZATION 

We are working on making the study programs as 

international as possible together with the host 

university. All nationalities are welcome to apply for 

a study abroad semester through Asia Exchange. 

 

The exchange students who have been there for 

longer than you have good knowledge of daily life 

and studying on campus and we recommend being 

in contact with them in Taipei. 

 

It’s mainly down to you how much you will interact with different nationalities. We encourage you to 

get to know students from different countries as well as local students who will help you get 

more insights in the local culture and customs.  

”Don’t resist anything while you are abroad or think that your culture’s way of doing things is 

better than the Asian way. As Bob Dylan so eloquently sang, ‘Don’t criticize what you can’t 

understand.”  

 

“Embrace those things that are uncomfortable, those things that don’t make sense, those things 

that are frustrating. Those are the things that will teach you the most.” 

 

“Study hard, learn as much as you can both culturally and academically, but always remember 

to make time for putting that cultural knowledge to use. Study, travel, grow and live in the 

moment. Nothing could be more important than all of these.” 

https://www.asiaexchange.org/study-destinations/taipei-taiwan/shih-chien-university/#courses-studying
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8.4  INFORMATION ON TUITION FEES IN ASIA  

Almost everywhere in the world, except for 

some European countries, students have to pay 

tuition fees for studying in an institute of higher 

education. This is the case in Taiwan, too. Local 

and exchange students pay tuition fees if the 

exchange student’s home institution doesn’t 

have an agreement with the host university. In 

most cases the tuition fee is only waived if the 

exchange goes both ways.  

 

American study abroad companies can charge 

over 10,000$ for a semester in Taiwan.  

 

Asia Exchange’s ideology is to offer a 

memorable study abroad experience to as 

many students as possible without a high 

tuition fee that might be a hindrance to living 

your dreams. 

 

We aim at keeping our study abroad programs 

as affordable as possible and at the same time 

maintain a high level of service. Compared to 

other available options the fees are very 

reasonable. 

 

 

9 MONEY 

 

9.1 CASH, WITHDRAWING MONEY, AND CREDIT CARDS 

The official currency of Taiwan is the New Taiwan Dollar (NTD or TWD). You will need cash in Taipei 

as the opportunities to pay with a credit card are very limited. You might find it difficult to 

exchange your home currency into New Taiwan Dollars in your home country, but you can easily do 

it when you arrive at the airport in Taiwan or withdraw money directly from the ATM there. You 

will need some cash immediately for transportation and other purchases, so be sure to have some on 

you before you leave the airport. 

 

If you take your own currency with you and 

exchange it in one of the local banks, please 

remember to bring your passport with you. 

Compare exchange rates and be careful when 

exchanging currencies. 

 

We advise that you take at least a Visa 

Electron card or similar debit/credit card with 

you. Make sure you don’t run out of cash, 

because there might be some difficulties when 

withdrawing money.  

 

ATMs are everywhere, including the airport and near the campus. You have to pay a 

commission for every withdrawal so we advise you to withdraw the maximum amount at once. It’s 

possible to withdraw up to 20,000 NTD at once, depending on the ATM you are using. 
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9.2 BARGAINING  

Unlike in most of Asia, bargaining is not 

too common in Taiwan. It is mainly done 

when buying goods at night markets. At 

first, it might feel stressful, but you will get 

used to it. Don’t take bargaining too 

seriously. You will get the best price with a 

sense of humor and a few words of Chinese. 

We recommend you to start communicating 

in Mandarin as soon as possible. Already a 

few words show respect towards the 

locals and their culture. People will give 

you better service and lower prices for sure. 

Bargaining can be a pleasant experience for 

you and also for the seller.  

 

 

10 PHONE CALLS AND CELL PHONE SUBSCRIPTIONS 

 

Once you arrive in Taipei, you should 

get a local prepaid phone subscription as 

soon as possible. The main operators have 

their shops all over the city. The most popular 

local operators are Chunghwa Telecom (中華

電信), Taiwan Mobile (台灣大哥大) and Far 

EasTone (遠傳電信). Apart from Skype, this is 

the cheapest way to keep in touch with your 

family and friends back home. It will also help 

you communicate with your new friends in 

Taipei. 

 

Different data packages 

for internet use are 

readily available; the 

prices and registration 

processes vary a little and 

you should consider a 

few different possibilities 

based on your individual 

needs.  

 

Prepaid sim cards can be picked up at any 

7/11 and can easily be recharged there.  

Chunghwa telecom also offers a student price 

for a data package, but you will need a local 

student card, such as the one you will receive 

from Shih Chien University, to be eligible for the 

price. 

 

Calling home while in Taiwan 
Note that by far the easiest and cheapest way 

to call your friends and family overseas is via 

WhatsApp, Skype, Hangouts, or another similar 

service, as wi-fi connections are widely available 

in Taiwan.  

 

Ask your Taiwanese phone operator or surf 

online to find the most affordable overseas 

plans, so you can call your friends and from 

Taiwan. There are various international discount 

codes which are dialed before the actual phone 

number. However, please remember that the 

discount codes are usually not valid when 

sending text messages.  

 

The country calling code to Taiwan is +886. 
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10.1 EMERGENCY NUMBERS 

The following emergency telephone numbers work in all areas of Taiwan; calling them from a cell 

phone is free. 

 

o Police: 110 

o Fire Department: 119 

o Ambulance/EMS: 119 

o Tourist information hotline: 0800 011765 

o Directory assistance: 106 

o Consumer Protection: 165 
 

 
 

11 INSURANCE 

 

 

Most travel insurances are only valid up to three months at a time so you should consult your 

insurance company about longer stays abroad. Normally, you have to pay a little extra for prolonging 

the insurance.  

 

You might be asked to give out your insurance information to USC. If you plan on traveling 

outside of Taiwan to other places in Asia, do note that it’s quite common in developing 

countries for the hospitals not to treat a patient, even in serious cases, if they don’t have 

any evidence of an insurance.  

 

If you plan on doing extreme sports (scuba diving, surfing, bungee jumping, climbing, 

paragliding, parachuting) during your exchange, find out what your insurance covers. Basic travel 

insurances don’t normally cover these kinds of activities and you may have to buy expensive extra 

insurance.  

 

Also, find out if your insurance company has an agreement with a local hospital. If this is the case, 

the hospital can normally charge the costs of the treatment directly from your insurance company 

when you show your insurance documentation. Most of the time, you will pay the treatment yourself 

and charge it from your insurance company afterwards. Also check the cancellation policy from the 

airline you’re flying with in case of falling ill. Once again, check Asia Exchange website for more 

information.  

 

Shih Chien University offers students the option to purchase health insurance on arrival with 

a maximum cost of 5000 NTD. However, this is by no means required.  

 

Every exchange student is required to make sure that their insurance policies are in order 

before going abroad. Make sure your insurance is valid during the entire semester! This will 

most likely save you money. 
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o Students studying for over 6 months will be required to sign up for the National Health 

Insurance after 6 months of continuous residence in Taiwan. Note that before the national 

health insurance coverage comes into effect, students are responsible for their own insurance.  

o Students will be able to enroll for the National Health Insurance through Shih Chien 

University. 

o Asia Exchange recommends three travel insurance providers: 

Worldnomads, STAY Travel Insurance of HanseMerkur and Cap Student of Chapka Assurances. 

 

Worldnomads is a qualified global travel 

insurance provider, with coverage for extreme 

sports and other adventurous activities. You can 

get an insurance from Worldnomads even if 

you are already travelling. Click here to learn 

more. 

 

HanseMerkur is one of the biggest 

insurance companies in Germany. Their 

products are not limited to Germans, however, 

but can be booked by everyone everywhere at 

an equal price. Their insurances are suitable for 

all types of shorter and longer stays abroad, 

whether studying, interning, working or 

traveling. All kinds of extreme sports are 

covered as well. The insurance is flexible and 

can be always extended from abroad in case 

you decide to stay longer. The health insurance 

of HanseMerkur is the most affordable 

insurance of its kind and only available via Asia 

Exchange.  

Find all terms and conditions as well as fees and 

benefits on our website. There you will also 

find information on other products such as 

flight cancellation and luggage insurances. 

 

Chapka Assurances is a reputed French 

insurance provider whose insurances are well-

suited for all types and lengths of stays 

overseas. Their affordable Cap Student travel 

insurance is specifically designed for students 

studying abroad. Cap Student covers unlimited 

medical expenses and hospitalization abroad 

with no excess. In addition to its many other 

benefits, this insurance offers also 24/7 

repatriation assistance and it can be extended 

during your semester abroad. Find out more 

about the benefits of Cap Student here. 

 

 

  

http://www.worldnomads.com/index.aspx?affiliate=4s14ex&subid=&utm_source=4s14ex&utm_medium=textlink&utm_campaign=easy_url&_wat_id=48d65dd3c80044f2bc1e5b99aea3793f_1
http://www.asiaexchange.org/information/travel-insurance/travel-health-insurance/
https://www.asiaexchange.org/information/travel-insurance/cap-student-chapka-assurances/
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12 HEALTHCARE IN TAIWAN  

 

When traveling in Asia you might get 

stomach flu, diarrhea, food poisoning, 

sunburned, dehydrated or catch a cold because 

of incorrect use of air conditioning. Pay 

attention to hand hygiene and remember to 

drink enough fluids, e.g. bottled water and 

sports drinks. Adjusting the AC to 21 degrees 

Celsius makes the indoor air much colder than 

it’s supposed to be. 

 

Remember to keep the AC warm enough. 

The most reliable places to eat out are the ones 

favored by the locals, even though they might 

seem a bit untidy at first.  

 

Western medication products (or 

brands) are not the easiest to find in Taiwan. 

That being said, comparable medication is 

relatively simple to find. Most pharmacies in 

Taipei have English speaking staff members 

who can assist you. If in doubt, try bringing a 

friend who can speak Chinese with you to the 

pharmacy. If you have prescription medication, 

make sure you bring enough of it for the 

duration of your semester.  

 

Also, pack up some painkillers and flu 

medicine, since even the most common 

Western sore throat medication is difficult 

to get hold of. You might come across some 

exotic diseases in tropical countries. In these 

cases we advise you to consult the local health 

authorities.  

 

The Taiwanese healthcare system is 

widely regarded to be one of the best 

in the world. Hospitals employ highly 

trained professionals, so you should not worry 

about the quality of your treatment if you 

happen to get sick. Use your travel insurance 

when possible to pay the hospital fees and 

keep the receipts and have your insurance 

company reimburse the rest of the costs 

afterwards. Ask your insurance company for 

more details. 

 

If you have any allergies, it is a good idea to 

have them written in Chinese to show to the 

waiters in restaurants.  
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12.1 RECOMMENDED HOSPITALS IN TAIPEI 

NATIONAL TAIWAN UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL 
No. 7, Zhongshan South Road, Zhongzheng District, Taipei City 100, Taiwan  

100 台北市中正區中山南路 7 號 

Reservations: 886-2-2312-3456 or online 

Office e-mail: service@ntuh.gov.tw 

Website: http://www.ntuh.gov.tw/en/  

 

MACKAY MEMORIAL HOSPITAL   
No. 92, Section 2, Zhongshan N Rd, Zhongshan District, Taipei City, 10491 Taiwan  

10491 台北市中山區中山北路二段 92 號 

Reservations: +886-2-2521-5291 or online 

Website: https://post.mmh.org.tw/english/  

 

TAIWAN ADVENTIST HOSPITAL  
No. 424, Section 2, Bade Road, Songshan District, Taipei City 105, Taiwan  

105 台北市松山區八德路二段 424 號 

Reservations: 886-2-27718151 or online 

Email: services@tahsda.org.tw 

Website: https://www.tahsda.org.tw/en/  

 

 

12.2 VACCINATIONS & HEALTH CHECK FORM C 

Make sure that your vaccinations are up-to-date before leaving your 

home country. 
 

Taiwan requires that you are vaccinated against measles and rubella. You also need to prove that 

you are free from tuberculosis (e.g. proof of vaccination, chest x-ray). You will be asked to present 

these proofs in the beginning of the semester, have the Health Check Form C filled out and signed 

by a doctor and bring it with you to Taiwan.  

 

If you are not vaccinated against the above diseases before arriving in Taiwan or haven’t got an x-ray 

done, Shih Chien University will arrange a health check where you will be able to receive the 

vaccinations/x-ray within 2 weeks of your arrival. Note that in this case you will be responsible for all 

related medical costs. 

 

In addition to the basic vaccinations (MMR and diphtheria-tetanus), travelers are often advised to 

get vaccinated against Hepatitis A and B. Other vaccinations are optional and depend on the final 

destination, the length of the stay and other possible travel destinations. 

 

Vaccination matters always depend on the individual, so remember to consult your physician 

about the essential ones and ask also about other health issues that might be on your mind. It may 

be hard to find straightforward instructions on vaccination issues. Inform your doctor on your 

upcoming travels and if you plan to spend extensive amount of time in the countryside because it 

might have an effect on which vaccinations are needed.  

 

Some vaccinations, for example Japanese encephalitis, can also be bought in Asia where they 

are normally cheaper than in most European countries. Malaria antidote is available for different 

https://reg.ntuh.gov.tw/webadministration/English/defaultEng.aspx
http://www.ntuh.gov.tw/en/
https://tpreg.mmh.org.tw/default.aspx?Lang=E
https://post.mmh.org.tw/english/
https://www.tahsda.org.tw/Register_en/
https://www.tahsda.org.tw/en/
https://www.asiaexchange.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/%E2%80%BBHealth-Check-Form-C.pdf
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strains of the disease, and the local health authorities normally know the best antidote for a certain 

area. Keep in mind that it might take a while, even up to a month, for the immunity to develop. Ask 

your doctor for more information. 

 

13 TAIPEI IN BRIEF 

 

Taipei (commonly: 台北, sometimes 臺北) is a 

modern metropolis located in the northern part 

of the island of Taiwan. Previously a sleepy 

market town, Taipei became the capital of the 

province of Taiwan in the late 19th century. 

Following the Japanese takeover of the island, 

Taipei remained the capital due to its location 

in the area closest to Japan. The Japanese 

continued to modernize the city, unfortunately 

sometimes at the cost of historical architecture. 

Historic architecture can still be found in the 

city though, for example by visiting the old 

north gate in Beimen (北門) or going to the 

Longshan temple (龍山寺). 

 

The evacuation of the Kuomintang government 

after the Chinese civil war further changed the 

Taipei. An influx of people arrived from the 

mainland and new accommodations were 

required. The city steadily rose when 

skyscrapers were built for the newly arrived 

masses giving Taipei the urban outlook it has 

today. 

 

The arrival of the Kuomintang government 

from the mainland has led to controversy 

surrounding the role of Taiwan. Taipei is 

considered by the Taiwanese to be the capital 

of the Republic of China while mainland China, 

the People’s Republic of China, considers 

Taiwan to be a breakaway province. Both 

governments consider Taipei to be the 

administrative center of the island of Taiwan. 

For events outside of Taiwan the name Chinese 

Taipei is usually used to refer to Taiwan.  

Due to the political differences and a history of 

cooperation with the West, Taiwan has a more 

open approach to some things than mainland 

China. For example, you do not need to worry 

about finding a Virtual Private Network to 

access popular sites such as Google and 

Facebook, as Taiwan does not censor its 

internet. Many expats have made Taipei their 

home as well, so you can find services in English 

quite easily.  

 

The Taipei region and the surrounding 

New Taipei City are home to a third of Taiwan’s 

population. This makes Taipei the clear 

economic center of Taiwan. The top universities 

are also located in the city giving you the 

opportunity to not only meet people at Shih 

Chien University but future leaders of 

innovation, growth and political will studying in 

the city as well.  

 

Taiwan has of the been dubbed the gateway 

to China by businesses. Combining 

understanding Chinese culture and a more 

western attitude, it is no wonder many western 

companies choose to approach the Chinese 

market through Taiwan. The opposite is also 

true, many Chinese companies start their 

business in the west by going through Taiwan. 

Taipei is the perfect place to pick up intimate, 

first-hand knowledge of doing business in 

China and Asia, seeing how ancient Chinese 

traditions combine harmoniously with modern 

life and of course – spending a great semester 

abroad! 
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14 TRANSPORTATION IN TAIPEI 

 

Getting used to how big Taipei is takes a while but get an up-to-date map and do some 

homework before you jump on any vehicle. Taipei has an excellent public transportation system 

that includes buses, youbikes, and the MRT (mass rapid transit). The Taipei MRT is vast but after 

you’ve familiarized yourself with the most useful lines, it is easy to navigate. Plan your route here. You 

can find an MRT map in Annex 2 of this Guide.   
 

You can pay for public transport with cash, but the most convenient way to pay is to get an Easycard. 

Easycard’s can be purchased from 7/11’s everywhere and you can top up your card at MRT stations 

or at 7/11’s.  

 

Public transportation is cheap and so 

are the taxis for shorter distances. 
 

Keep in mind that knowing which district 

you are going to will make traveling much 

easier. Google maps often works relatively 

well to tell you which bus to take or which MRT-

lines you need to use.  

 

Paying on buses can be a bit confusing at 

first. When stepping onto the bus, look to see 

what the sign says. It says either pay on 

boarding (上車收票) or pay on alighting (下

車收票). When the sign says pay on boarding 

you get pay when getting on the bus. When 

the sign says pay on alighting you pay when 

getting off the bus. Most buses in Taipei will 

have the English language versions up as well 

as the Chinese, but if there are no signs, you can 

just look at the first symbol. 上  (shàng) 

means to pay when boarding. 下(xià) means 

to pay when getting off the bus.  

 

The traffic can often be a bit chaotic so watch 

your step. Even though there are zebra 

Fortunately, it runs about every 3-5 minutes so 

if you cannot fit into one train, it won’t take long 

for the next one to arrive. 

 

Taxis and Uber are relatively cheap 
ways to travel in the city. Uber has the 

advantage of allowing you to input your 

destination beforehand, so you won’t need to 

worry about the language barrier. Most taxi 

drivers do not speak English or other foreign 

languages, so be sure to have the name and 

address of your destination written down to 

show your taxi driver.  

 

Save your taxi receipt because it 

contains the taxi’s identification number 

which might come in handy if you forget 

your valuables in a taxi or have any problems 

with the ride.  

 

Youbikes are a popular and cheap way to get 

around the city. Scattered around the city you 

will be able to find stations with bikes that you 

can rent with your Easycard. The starting cost 

for the use of a bike is 5 NTD for the first 30 

minutes.  Taipei has built an excellent bike path 

https://english.metro.taipei/cp.aspx?n=1BE0AF76C79F9A38
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crossings, cars will not necessarily stop for 

pedestrians.   

 

Rush hour is also something you need to 

calculate in when estimating your travel time. 

The rush hour lasts from about 7.00 am to 

9.00 am, and from about 5.00 pm to 7.30 

pm. During these hours the MRT can get very 

crowded. 

system for cyclists to enjoy the city conveniently 

and safely. 

 

Note! Eating and drinking in public 

transportation in Taiwan is strictly forbidden 

and will lead to considerable fines.  

 

 

15 TRAVELING 

 

For travelling within Taiwan, trains are an inexpensive, clean, and convenient option. There are 

two main types of trains, the HSR (high speed rail) and local trains. The HSR is the more expensive 

option, but it travels at a top speed of 300 km/h so the trip down to Kaohsiung (高雄), about an 8-

hour journey by bus, takes as little as an hour and a half. Local trains are the cheaper option. Much 

cheaper than the HSR, these will still get you to where you need to go, however expect to have to 

travel for a bit longer. To book train tickets you can go online or use machines located at most 

convenience stores.  

 

Buses are conveniently available to take you other parts of Taiwan. Most of the buses from Taipei 

leave from the central Taipei Central Station, also the easiest place to buy bus tickets from. 

There are multiple bus companies that operate within Taiwan and the price for traveling depends on 

the amount of luxury you want for your trip. Most buses have Wi-Fi, but you will need to register with 

the bus providers app to be able to access it.      

 

Short term accommodation for travelers in Taiwan is relatively easy to find, provided you are 

not traveling around the time of public holidays, in which case finding open accommodation can be 

difficult. Do note that even though Airbnb apartments will show up on the website in Taiwan, it is 

illegal, and the Taiwanese government has been cracking down on people hosting their apartments 

on the site, making it a risky choice and not recommended to book through. Below are some sites 

that you can use to arrange short term accommodation while in Taiwan:  
 

▪ Agoda 

▪ www.hostelbookers.com 

▪ www.hostelworld.com 
 

If you plan to travel outside Taiwan during the semester, you will need a multiple 

entry visa or have successfully applied for the alien residence certificate. If you travel outside of 

Taiwan on a single-entry visa you will need to arrange a new visa before you return, which can be 

quite a hassle. Therefore, if you plan on traveling during your stay in Taiwan, make sure that you get 

the multiple entry visa. Our recommendation is to travel either before or after the semester. 

Flights within Asia are relatively cheap and many iconic destinations, for example, Hong Kong, 

Shanghai, Manila and Okinawa, are just a short flight away. You could, for example, book your flight 

through Hong Kong, which is one of the major airway hubs of the area, and leave yourself some time 

there to allow you to not only visit Hong Kong, but also Macau by ferry without having to worry about 

a special visa! 

http://railway.hinet.net/Foreign/US/index.html
https://www.agoda.com/pages/agoda/default/DestinationSearchResult.aspx?pcs=1&cid=1616969&hl=en&city=4951
http://www.hostelbookers.com/
http://www.hostelworld.com/
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16 NETWORKING AND INFORMATION 

 

o Besides the Asia Exchange website, information on Taipei is available all over the internet, for 

example on Wikitravel, on GuidetoTaipei, and TaipeiExpat.  

o Get to know the clubs at the university. This will be an easy way to practice your hobbies, start 

new ones or just get to know new people.  

o Events, activities and contacts outside the campus: internations, www.couchsurfing.org, and 

www.meetup.com 

o Language exchanges are a great way to get to know locals and to learn the language. For 

example, Language Exchange Taipei on Facebook is a good place to search for a language 

exchange partner. 

o Line is the most popular communication app in Taiwan, most Taiwanese will ask for you LineID 

when they want to stay in touch with you.  

o It is also worthwhile to join the mailing list of your country’s Chamber of Commerce for info 

about most interesting events for your country’s citizens   

o For an excellent dictionary and Chinese learning aid, check out the Pleco app at  

o For finding your way around Taipei, google maps works well. 

 
Follow us on Facebook! If you haven’t liked 

our page or become friends with us, do it 

now and network with other students!  

 

Please also join the Facebook group of your own 

program and semester. You can look for a roommate 

or share information on flights if you wish. The group 

is international, so please be considerate of other 

group members and use English language when 

communicating there.  

 

Become Facebook friends with us! Send a friend 

request to our staff members, identified by the 

letters AE after their name. 

  

https://wikitravel.org/en/Taipei
https://guidetotaipei.com/
http://taipeiexpat.com/
https://www.internations.org/
http://www.couchsurfing.org/
http://www.meetup.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/languageexchangetaipei/
http://www.pleco.com/
http://www.facebook.com/asiaexchange
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17 TIPS FROM ASIA EXCHANGE STUDENTS 

 

“Don't bring too much stuff from your home country.” 

 

“Go abroad with an open mind because it's a fact that you will be 

confronted with things that differ from what you've used to. Try to 

learn from these new experiences and do not focus on just the 

negative things. That way you'll get a lot more out of your time in 

lovely Asia.“ 

 

 

“Read AE's web site and info, it helps a lot! And as soon as you learn 

some Mandarin, try to use it when speaking to locals.” 

 

 

“Get to know Taipei! Explore the alleyways, try new food in night 

markets, make friends with locals! Taipei has a ton to offer, go out 

there and explore!” 

 

“Be open-minded towards the teaching methods in the university. 

Understand that you're not in your home country and the teaching 

is obviously not the same. Appreciate the work that the teachers are 

doing for the students. Give them feedback, they are looking for it. 

Try to take part in every action in the school and outside of it.” 

 

“Be open minded everywhere and you will get friends for life! :D Try 

different things like restaurants and places.” 

 

 

“Enjoy and have fun! Live your life up to 100%!!! Your exchange is 

one of the best times in your life, so try to see, do and experience as 

much as possible. Talk with the locals, and party with your new 

friends.” 
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18 CONCLUSION 

 

Even though Taipei is known for shopping, 

amazing food, and night markets, this study 

abroad experience is not a pure holiday. All 

kinds of hassle and little misfortunes are part of 

the experience of being an exchange student. 

You have to also remember the 

requirements set by the school. 

 

You will have a lot of time for other activities 

after the lectures and during long weekends. 

Chinese language skills will be helpful for 

you right away. In other classes you will learn 

to understand Asia, different cultures and the 

economy better. This will make your study 

abroad experience even more enjoyable and 

productive. 

 

Living in Taiwan and in Asia is generally 

different from a Western lifestyle. Please do 

understand this.  

 

Remember: ”when in Rome, do as the 

Romans do” and your attitude will help you 

through the biggest culture shock.  

 

Difficulties in organizing the littlest things 

might feel stressful from time to time. More 

than likely, though, what you’ll remember is the 

amazing overall experience of the study abroad 

semester that some people say to be the best 

time of their life. We are grateful to be able to 

make it possible for you. 

 

To get further help for your preparations, take 

a look at the study abroad student’s checklist 

on our website or feel free to write to us at 

info@asiaexchange.org! 

 

Wishing you enjoyable exchange experiences, 

 

Asia Exchange Team 

 

 

 
  

https://www.asiaexchange.org/information/students-checklist/
https://www.asiaexchange.org/information/students-checklist/
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19 ANNEX 1: MAPS OF THE CAMPUS 
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20 ANNEX 2: MRT MAP  
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21 ANNEX 3: ASIA EXCHANGE – STUDY ABROAD 

ORGANIZATION 

 

 
 

Asia Exchange (AE) offers opportunities for 

participating in academic study abroad semesters at 

internationally accredited Asian universities. AE’s 

focus is in supporting student mobility, increasing 

general knowledge on Asia and alleviating the 

administrative work for home and host universities 

as well as the students. 

 

STUDY ABROAD IN ASIA 
The bilateral agreements and other networks 

between partner universities in different 

countries are the backbone of student 

mobility. And yet, services that complement 

this exchange are needed all over the world.  

Asia Exchange offers students the opportunity 

to study abroad in carefully selected Asian 

universities. Our mission is to encourage 

students to go global through a channel that 

best suits their individual needs. 

 
Asia Exchange 

Study Abroad Provider 

 

 

EMPHASIS ON ASIA AND 

INTERNATIONALIZATION  
The growing importance of Asia in our global 

world is a fact. Study abroad semesters in 

regions that are only going to grow in 

importance in the future are investments both 

in the students’ and their respective home 

countries’ futures. Asian universities are 

putting more and more emphasis in study 

programs taught in English to both enrich 

their curricula and better accommodate the 

international students and integrate them 

with their own students. 

 

“Asia is probably the most dynamic continent in 

the world, and economically it presents endless 

opportunities. The centre of gravity is moving 

towards the East.” 
Alexander Stubb, 

Former Prime Minister of Finland 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A message from the Managing Director 
 

DEAR STUDENT CONSIDERING ASIA,  

Besides interesting studies and beautiful environment, a semester abroad in Asia offers life-long memories. After returning 

to your own country you will see things differently and take the spirit of Asia with you further to your life. Asia’s importance 

in the world is constantly increasing. The overall experience of the study abroad semester will definitely be beneficial for 

you also in the future. Knowledge on Asia is a priceless asset in the competitive work environment of the globalized world.  

Enjoy your time at home and live in the moment when you are abroad! 

Sincerely, 

 
 

HARRI SUOMINEN 

Managing Director, 

Asia Exchange   
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OPPORTUNITIES AWAIT IN ASIA  
Asia is an inviting environment for 

experiencing different cultures and gives 

students the chance to learn about the world’s 

fastest growing economies. Studying in Asia is 

likely to be an enlightening experience, the 

world outside the lecture halls also playing its 

part in building an understanding of different 

cultures. Asia offers a multitude of 

employment opportunities. Having studied or 

interned there can give one an edge when 

entering the workforce; whether it is in Asia or 

somewhere else. 

The tuition fees in Asia are reasonable. Even 

still, the home universities play a key role in 

supporting every student interested in going 

abroad and helping the student find a host 

university that suits their individual needs. 

Students gaining experience of destinations 

which will continue to have a culturally, 

politically and economically significant role in 

the future is mutually beneficial for all parties.  

 

THE CHALLENGES IN STUDENT 

MOBILITY 
Despite the increased internationalisation of 

students, not everyone is able to find a 

suitable study abroad destination through 

their own university; 

 

Harri Suominen 
Managing Director and 

co-founder of Asia Exchange 

 
“All the greatest 

experiences in my life are 

linked to Asia. That’s why I also encourage other 

people to grab onto their life-changing 

opportunities. Seek your passions, follow your 

dreams and believe in yourself. Be active, work 

hard and remember to enjoy the everyday things 

in life. Put in use what you learn and everything is 

possible!” 

 

 

And sometimes they are simply left outside 

the placement quotas. Still interested in 

studying abroad, these ‘free mover’ students 

usually have to go through a difficult, 

expensive and time-consuming process to 

ensure a potential host university can 

accommodate them for a semester, as well as 

provide them with courses and credits that 

can be transferred to their home universities. 

The students also have to find out about 

travelling, insurances, vaccinations, 

scholarships, visas etc. on their own.  

AE’s purpose is to fill in the information gap 

and act as a bridge between the students and 

the foreign host universities. The AE staff 

advises on academic and practical matters, 

thus reducing the administrative work load 

for all parties involved. By 2016, over 3000 

students from more than 200 universities 

from all over the world will already have 

participated in study abroad semesters with 

the help of AE. 

 

THE CONCEPT OF ASIA 

EXCHANGE  
Asia Exchange was founded in 2007 in 

Finland. It is a dynamic study abroad 

organization that stresses the importance of 

encouraging students to become more 

international and gain experiences and 

knowledge of the industry and culture in 

Asia’s growing economies.  

 

The courses at the host universities are held in 

English by lecturers who often have an 

international background and the studies 

often include workshops and visits to local 

businesses. AE also invites charity 

organizations, business people and 

ambassadors to come meet with the 

exchange students. The most distinguished 

students are awarded AE scholarships after 

the exchange.  

On top of offering study abroad semesters, 

AE also offers the possibility to apply for 

studying a whole degree in Asia. 
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FOR WHOM IS ASIA EXCHANGE 

INTENDED?  
Asia Exchange is ideal for students interested 

in Asia, but who are not able to find suitable 

study abroad options via their own 

universities or are left outside the placement 

quotas. While most of the participants are 

students of business, technology, social 

sciences, law, arts or tourism, students from 

other fields of study also take part and are 

given the opportunity to take interesting 

minor study courses in an international 

environment. 

 

Studying abroad in Asia combines academics, 

exotic and warm environment, affordable 

price level, metropolises, world’s fastest 

growing economies, friendly people and 

diverse cultures. In Asia students can get hold 

of opportunities that can translate into Life 

Changing Experiences. 

 

Tuomas Kauppinen 
Academic Director and 

co-founder of Asia Exchange 

 
“Study abroad semesters 

have enabled so many unbelievably things in my 

career and personal life. Everyone should study 

abroad at least once. The only thing that I regret is 

that I didn’t go on a study abroad semester for a 

third time. Asia is the number one destination of 

this century.” 

 

THE SERVICES OF ASIA EXCHANGE  
The students receive a study abroad 

placement as well as AE’s services and 

information on the host universities and cities. 

AE gives advice on all 

practical arrangements and takes care of the 

mailing of applications, acceptance letters, 

transcript credits and the invoicing of tuition 

fees. 

 However, Asia Exchange is not a travel 

agency; students are responsible for making 

their own travel arrangements, all a part of the 

study abroad experience.  

AE focuses on tackling the logistic, 

information and quality gaps sometimes 

associated with free mover exchange 

semesters. 

 

CREDIT TRANSFERS AND 

SCHOLARSHIPS  
The decisions about scholarships and 

transferring credits are made by the home 

universities. AE encourages students to plan 

their studies carefully and to include the 

course syllabi, available on the AE website, in 

their study plans to help their home 

universities make decisions about transferring 

credits. The services offered by AE, as well as 

its role as a representative for Asian 

universities, most often decrease the 

administrative duties of the home universities. 

 

CHARITY  
Charity work is also an important part of Asia 

Exchange. Charity projects help deepen 

exchange students’ understanding of their 

chosen destination. AE donates a part of the 

tuition fees to organisations that support 

education and children in our host university 

countries. In Indonesia and Thailand, Asia 

Exchange works with orphanages that the 

exchange students can also visit. 

 
“We’ve heard great things about Asia Exchange, particularly about the programs in Indonesia and Thailand.” 
Andy Wilcox, Business Associate, The Harvard Advocate, Harvard University 

 

 

To find out more about 

Asia Exchange, please visit us at 

www.asiaexchange.org 
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